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THE INSTRUCTOR.

lettered,” and indicated ‘“a nature
end breeding thoroughly plebian,”
If such were the esquires, with re-
gard to cducation, what must have
been the state of the plebians? In
the ttmes 0 Charles the second, the
“ literature, which could be cmiried
by the post bag then formed the
greater part of the inteilectual nutri-
ment ruminated hy the countey di-
vines and country justices;’ and
few knights of the Shire kud hbraties
50 good as may now perpetually be
found in a servant’s hall, or 1n the
back parlor of a small shopkeeper, * #
No cirenlating liYrasry, no book so-
cietv then existed even in the capitol.
* * Ard as to the lady of the manor
and her daughters, their literary
stores generally cousisted of a prayer,
book and a receipt book. * * Aund
during the last part of the seven-
teenth century, the culture of the fe-
nmele m'nd seems to have been en-
tirely neglected.  If a damsel had the
least smatteriny of Literature, she
was regarded as a prodigy. Ladies
highly honorad, highly bied, and
naturally quick-witted, were unable
to w:itea line in their mother tongue
without solecisms and faults of spella
ing such as a churity girl would
now (1849) be ashamed to cowmut.
And the sale of books was so small
that a man of the preatest name could
only obtnin a pittance for the copy-
right of the best performance. * *
Pedagogues knew no way of impart-
ing knowledge but by besting their
upils.”

The most important step taken, in
order to promote education weas that
adopted by the Scottish parlianent in
1696. An act passed, says Macauley,
ordaining ¢ that every parish in the
realm siould provide a commodiocus
schoo! house and should pay a moder-
ate stipend to a schoolmaster. The
offect could not be immediately felt.
But, before one generation had
passed away, it began to be evident
that the common people of Seotlund

. were superior in intelligence to ihe
common people of any other country

in Europe. To whatever land the
Scotchman might wander, to what-
ever calling he might betake himself,
in America or India, in trade orin
war, the advantage which he derived
from his ecarly training raised him
sbove his competitors. If he was
taken iuto a warchouse as a porter
he soon became foreman. If lie en
listed in the arny, he socn became
asergeant. Scotland, meanwhile, in
spite of the borr.nness of her soil and
the severity of her climate, made such
progress in agriculturs, in manutfac.
tures, in ¢ -romerce, in letters, in sei-
ence, in all that cunstitutes civiliza~
tion, as the old world had never seen
cqualled, and as even the New World
has scarcely seen surpassed. This
wonderful change is to be attributed,
not indeed solely, but principally, t>
t e national system cf edueation.”

‘The above extract shows not only
the importance of education and its
cffects upon mankind, but also the
advantages of system. The Scottish
system of educativn was the only
national system, except the Walden-
sian, in existence at that tine, and
for a long time ufter. Prussia, and
the United States of America, were,
we believe, the next to adopt a peneral
system of publicinstruction ; England
has no national system vet; France,
and a few other countries have re-
cently sadopted systems of educa-
tion.

In examining the state of educa-
tional systems, whenever estabhished,
they appear to be in & transition
state; no vountry has yet adopted an
absolute systom ; the changed cir-
cumstances of the Scottish people, is
calling for o change in their educa-
tionel system ; and so it is in ether
countrics, no matter to what height
the state of eivilization may haverun ;
—change is written upon every thing.

It was change in the circumstances
and relations of society that caused =
revival of literature in the 16th cen-
tury. A poiitical, moral, and intellec-
tual change. Among the political
causes of this change, may be enu-



