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8Route Oner Which Moses Led the Children of Israel ,triangular region between! 
the northern end of the'Re] 
from Suez to Akaba, a dij 
through the desert, forms ] 
the triangle. The other tw] 
by the Gulf of Suez and 1 
The Gulf of Suez, the lor] 
toward the southeast for | 
200 miles, lies in the tro] 
which separates Africa frj 

p gether with the Suez Can] 
greatest waterways of thl 
arm, the Gulf of Akaba, ex] 
for 140 miles, being a conti 
remarkable rift upon our j 
Dead Sea and the Jordan | 

The area of this triar] 
proper, is a little less than 
It is one vast desert relie] 
along the seacoast and dd 
work of rocky valleys. In 1 
both seacoasts are vast stra 
forever shift before the w| 
sea. Further inward are I 
great wastes of sand glist] 
The Huge Granite Range] 

the Most Impressive 9 
But just south of the q 

sula, like a great light-hou] 
tinents, rises the huge grJ 
to a height of over 8,500 fel 
of Serbal (6,730 feet), Mu] 
Catharine (8,536 feet) all] 
whose diameter is not mJ 
Geographically this mass J 
and granite, or “in more p] 
of colorless quartz, flesh-co] 
horneblende, and black sla 
most impressive sights of q 
days of creation these crys] 
undergone no geological cl 
reared their summits abo] 
the beginnings of time, J 
transitions that have so com] 
face of our planet elsewhe] 

Only at their bases d 
mountains show any traces I 
the waves and the winds . 
crushed and ground their 
into colored sands which ra 
gulfs and bays of the Jorl 
possible the beauties of Pfl 
region. Rising majestically I 
setting of desert and sea 
cleft and rifted and shatte 
ating tangle of sublime 
cliffs, awful precipices, and 
which roll like billows far 
talline blue of the heavens.

Long before the days q 
range was known as Horen 
of God, and into this mai] 
work the Children of Isra 
forty days or more after 
the bondage of Egypt on 
Nile. Here among these st 
majectic granite peaks the; 
onths while Moses, under 
transformed the mass of H 
Israel, the Chosen People, 1 
man history.
The Best Moral and Religic

World are Linked with t 
ological Formation of

Of course these mounts 
leys have been encrusted 
shrines, but somewhere he 
circle of 30 miles took place 
important transactions of ! 
closest contact with God. 1 
of the Coveant, the manii 
presence, the giving of th< 
ments, and the setting up 
are events that loom large i 
the destiny of the race. He 
describable beauties and gr 
granite mountains'Moses la 
of a civil code and institute 
of religious worship.

It is no accident that th 
the Divine Law, the fundi 
of all the best moral and lei 
world, are linked with the 
formation of our planet. TJ 
cent correspondence betweel 
of Sinai and the tinchangea’ 
truths. ..................... ..........
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By Franklin E. Hoskins, in the National Geo- much'of all succeeding Bible history, not for- little difficulty in conceiving what mav have, the T«r=i.H+»c . ,
graphical Magazine. getting Greece and Rome and the empires happened in combination wfth “a strong- east exodu? frnm th Tu 1” S871*’ and,that an taken lnto account; hence the course shown

A few years ago a young woman about lasting till the present hour. wind.” 5 f^onJ.the.re to Palestine took place. is topographically correct.” This map and ac-
to visit the Holy Land called on an old lady For over against the skv-line neirlectintr There is good authority for an entire =tnn ‘'cations and variations in the text companying letter-press was one of the most
friend who loved her Bible and read it fre- every other feature in the wide exaseas page of the flow ofthelordan hv TlLnZ,?!" tandExodus (°n« the despair of valuable books of reference that we carried
quently from beginning to end, and told her see/ffih* Nebo rises the M^nt ofohves! nefr ^ 'S' ÜJZÏT 'T t0 be ?he Stro”8' witb us int0 the wilderness,
that she soon hoped to see Jerusalem, Beth-, where Russia, Austria Germany and the other and those who saw oeoole walk 3arrn« thÀ fnr„P,v S,]bat wj^ten documents were be- In general it may be said that the first 
lehem, Galilee, and all the places associated Christian nations of the West are still striv- brink of Niagara FallsP when the river bed they were%0Tnri^ /^ntate?cb’ and that sec^,on of the route from Raameses to Sinai 
with the life of Christ. The *

After we leff PI- j , . of the Exodus on exactly the same basis as Elath, on the Gulf of Akaba, to Jericho is also
Alter we left Elim and were approaching other figures have been modified in the Old well known and it is of enchanting interest 

nwh^Wf ^ °* onr cameleers suddenly Testament text. Those who have examined to note that on this section all the-most prom- 
ra W.ahead °f us some ^5 yards and a morn- the oldest manuscripts of the Bible, and have inent towns mentioned in the books of Exo-
handstwh.VhUIneil Tîh 3 ,ve m h,s faced tbe known difficulties of transmission dus and Numbers retain their ancient names
hands which hç had ju^L caught, This event by copyists and translators through a few cen- till this present hour. Maan Dibon Madeba 
occurring at the very-region where the Chil- tunes, will have little difficulty in accepting Heshbon, Amman, Edrei, Kenath Salchad and
flocki0ofISouaiU efe emendat‘°"s P/oposed and forced upon us by Jericho are all found on our modern maps and
luLL quails, wearied by their flight over incontestable facts from other sources . are well-known towns to travellers in that
the Akaba arm of the Red Sea ,was a wholly The impressions of the writer, after the region. It is perhaps not too much to say 
Sftt the phen0m: mo9t, ^roful thought of the problem of the thft on the first and last sections nine-tenths

Zt l35 tbe san?e east wmd numbers, is this : To lead any number of of the ancient names will be recovered cling- 
blowmg over the same sheet of water into people through the Peninsula of Sinai under mg to the ruins and valleys and mountains of 
the maze of valleys that brought us our cfuail the circumstances of the Exodus was one of those regions.
so weary as to be easily caught by the Bedawy the greatest undertakings of human history. The second sert,'on nf *1,» t,
of today. There is abundant confirmation from To have led 3,000,000, with their flocks and Sinai and Ezion ? th 0 * between
other sources that our experience was by no cattle, was a physical impossibility, and would W because it ?s g bf’ ! nOW, k"own’ 
means unique. have involved an unbroken series of mirades a ’W" a,most uninhabited desert

The problem of the rainfall in the Sfnaitic far beyond the claims of the most ardent sup- ™ed ^fa” Bmsever: "an?e.s.has not p.ro'

8T£ tSÊi tïSzk E”‘ » have
But the writers of the Pentateuch make no P • “ Panting on pages 1034-5 somesuch claims as this would cSly involve abTut ErioTLhl “d ^ -C0Untry
The reduction of the numbers, forperfectly ^Ezion-geber (Akaba). 
justifiable considerations, relieves the situa- I he. loop section of the route from Ezion- 
tion of its most perplexing elements and brings 8eber mto the Wilderness of the Wander- 
the whole movement well within historical andback to Elath is the least well-explor- 
limits without one iota from the divinely or- c ??rV01?- “ contains the well-known names 
dered plan. Kadesh Barnea and Mount Horr, where

Aaron died and was buried. Thirty-eight years 
of the journey were spent about Kadesh, and 
it is here, if anywhere, that actual' remains 
of the Exodus will some day be found. The 
site of Kadesh Barnea has been made the sub
ject of dispute, but it is almost ' certain that 
the modern Ain Kadis, with its copious spring, 
several wells and pools, is really the ancient 
Kadesh. An equally vigorous dispute still con
tinues concerning the identification of Mount 
Hor. Mr. Auchincloss accepts the Jebel Ma
dura, not far from Kadesh, but tradition as 
old as Josephus, accepted by Jerome and sup
ported hy the unanimous traditions of the 
Mohammedan and Jewish writers identify 
Mount Hor with Jebel Neby Harun about six 
miles south of Petra. The Petra Mount Hor • 
is by far the most imposing mountain (5,900 
feet) and the view from its siimmit embraces 
more of the? Promised Land Mian Aafdn could 
have seen from Jebel Madura,

Out of about 80 place names on or near 
the route as plotted by Mr. Auchincloss, at 
least-40 are known and identified with all 
certainty ; ten more tentatively located ; an
other ten have been conjectured, leaving only 
15 or 20 of minor importance that are practi
cally lost. Ancient names often itinerate with 
the changing currents of human life about 
a certain locality so that many of the names 
now uncertain will be picked up clinging to 
natural features or obscure ruins. A number

i

f
-f{

.

?
.16

(.

1Hazeroth, a beautiful oasis where the Children of Israel tarried, seven days, when Miriam, the 
sister of Moses, was smitten with leprosy H/more îm-

down her work, removed her silver-rimmed the real

itfiiill Wm v'
. owners, the Jews, arç scattered, over .

spectacles, and exclaimed : “Well now! I the face of the earth. It is a; small and unim- I 
knew all those places were, in the Bible, but portant-looking land upon a map of the world, I 
I never thought' of their beihg on the earth!” and yet so great in human history. After j 

It may therefore interest many of the Nebo came some lovely camps by the quiet 
readers of this Magazine to know that the waters of the Jabbok, among the woody glades 1 
Desert of the Exodus has an actual existence of Gilead, on the “stormy banks” of the Jor- 1 
upon the face of the earth, and that the route dan, which marks the close of the Exodus and j 
of the Exodus is being mapped and studied the beginning of the conquest of Canaan. 1 
and photographed by enthusiastic scholars The Problem of the Exodus
and travellers with results as interesting and mu- u a ..

brilliant in their way as attended the mod- A-tsu J ¥ Exodus necessarily
exploration of the Holy Land and Egypt ddficU tln lt,se,f’ complicated by a

It brings the doings of the ChildmTof mlsi"eadmg of the B'bl.e; b7 the confusion of 
Israel in the Pentateuch much closer to mod- T-hS , k t ^long -t0 
ern life when we realize that the route of the m„. „ S d centuries, by absolute mis- 
Exodus is cut in its first section by the Suez 5on<*Ptlons gamed through art and song, and 
Canal, one of the greatest enterprises on our mf oSlm 4 vT “ ?f subsidiary
planet, and that the Mecca Pilgrimage Rail- f ^ "h’ch ^anisb wlth the
way follows that route in its u^per sketches tLTnk of flie cÎîlHr^n T'i ^ ^ apVt0 
from a point near the Red Sea, Zalmoneh, “ears on Si ro H J n™ “ .sPendm8 
northward for more than 10 miles through £Jerof tiwA Canaan’ but 
Edom and Moab, and again from Rabbath £ I. of *act 39 of these years were spent 
Ammon another 62 miles to Edm once the m Camp a"d onl7 one 7ear was consumed in 
capital of Og, King of Bashan (Numbers 21 • ^overmf the entire .journey of 1,100 miles be- 
33), hut now a railroad centre where the three Ramsès, and the River Jordan.”
lines, from the seacoast at Carmel, from Da- Ç>ïhers are aPt to think of the Exodus as 

i~ mascus and from Mecca meet. having, occurred in such a remote and vaguely
Many will be surprised to learn' that a - indefinite past that we can never know any- “ 

telegraph wire now stretches through the thinS accurate of its exact location in time, 
desert from Suez to Tor, a little port just be- While authorities have differed to the ... 
low Mount Sinai ; that another wire connects tent of 100 or even 200 years, yet it is certain 
Damascus via Maan with Akaba opposite tbat,.each fresh examination of the problem in 
Ezion-geber on the Red Sea; that a steam tbe *ffbt °f the most recent discoveries brings 
launch now navigates the Dead Sea and the clo®e.r to. the actual dates. There are great 
Jordan Rivér below Jericho, and that Thomas difficulties in settling all dates for events the 
Cook & Son have added “Sinai and the Desert ?the^.,s.lde of the Christian era, but the data 
ot the Exodus, Edom, and Moab” to their for BlbIe dates are superior to all other human 
wall signs and tourist routes. records. Scholars have followed up ingen-

A Day for Each Year of the Exodus m? c!ues’.hav® made such good use of known 
It has just been the great privilege of the astronomical facts and the unbroken sequence 

writer, in company with Dr John F Voucher Jewish feasts, that they venture to fix not 
of the Woman’s College of RnltimoZ l °nt!y thP ye^f’.,but even the month and the day 
Mr. S. Earl Taylor, of New York to follow the the^Jid6 9hpdren of Israel left Raameses in 
route of the Children of Israel from V,JZt lMld Egypt and also the date of the
through the Sinaitic Peninsula, Mounter, theXmfsed'Ünd - “d thelr entran« mto 
Edom and Moab, Amman and the Jabpk. It r t
was a jbumey of about a thousand miles on Great _confusion of thought has gathered 

■„ camels and horses, and occupied about 40 rA°Und the Y°rd.S miracle” and “supernatural.” 
days—a day for each year of the Exodus We A® 3 rec«it writer has well said. “Everything 
camped literally within the Old Testament ad™’re is literally a miracle,” and among 
pitching our tents 32 times between the Nik PJjmitive peoplç of all nations almost any- 
and the Jordan. It was a physical review thing unusual was taken as “a sign and a won- 
of some of the greatest events and characters k 1° m°st ages of mankind there has 
in human history. been no dividing line between the natural and

There was a strange thrill in dating let- no"'natu[al i. so much is inexplicable to the 
ters from “The Jabbok (Gen. 32:22) ” where “n*ramed m,nd that no trouble was taken 10 
Jacob wrestled with the angel ; from “The de?nC ,w^ether an event would happen in the 
Nile (Gen. 41 :i,” where Joseph first came C°t“rSf, or ! We modern thinkers
into contact with Pharaoh ; from “Sinai (Exo- l PltCtl«a y ab?,llsbed the distinction be- 
dus 33-11),” where Jehovah spake with Moses v"d t,bc “supernatural,”
face to face, and from “Nebo (Deut 34 -6) ” b 1 * y. 1fad to reahze that we have done 
in the land of Moab, where Moses had his GrnaTumT"6 W ^ “na‘ural” than ^ the 
only view of the Promised Land, and where ‘*i! ' We now distinguish sharply
'-the angels of God upturned the sod for that be*ween tbe co-natural and the non-natural 
lonely and unknoyvn grave.” While it can- an° make less use of the “supernatural” be- 
not be insisted too sharply that the Exodus ’ 7ause. the confusion of mind occasioned by 
is no imagmmy journey, there is a sense in lts mistaken uses, 
which the old lady was right, for so many of 
these events and places belong to the geo
graphy of the human soul in its exik, its bon
dage, its wanderings, its glimpses of the 
Promised Land, and its return to home and 
heaven at last.
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Critics seated thousands of miles away in 
distance and three thousand years later in time 
have formulated doubts and queries, have 
raised imaginary difficulties which vanish into 
thin air when thé observant traveller enters 
the almost changeless Peninsula of Sinai with 
the Bible in his hand. Some have gone so far 
as to deny that the inspired writers had the 
Sinai region in mind at all. Nothing could be 
more gratuitous and farther from the truth. 
The- Bible writers plainly knew that country 
as well as George Washington ever knew the 
country between Boston and Yorkton, and 
the writer, after 26 years in Bible lands and 
many journeys into these more remote por
tions, would- record- his- convictions that the 
geography of the Bible fits the land as the 
key fits the lock, and each succeeding gen- 
eratioji.yjf,. men wall: realize :fchis<mbre-cle»rlyi 

The Route of the Exodus 
The Bible record is complete as to the 

route of the Exodus, but inâny fail to realize 
this because the history of the journey is 
scattered through six of the Old Testament 
books, the record changing back and forth 
from one place tb another neatly 100 times. 
Mr. W. S. Huchmcloss, C. E., in his little 
booklet “To Canaan in One Year” has made 
a scholarly and valuable contribution to the 
problem of the Exodus in assembling and 
harmonizing all the Bible references and il-
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Gateway to the Stairway to the Top of the 
Mountain of the Law

Peninsula, which does not seem to have chang
ed since 5000 B. C., has an all-important bear
ing upon the population before the days of 
the Exodus, and a no less important bearing 
upon the numbers of the Children of Israel 
who went out at that time. There are many 
separate lines of argument, and research con
verging upon the commonly accepted figures 
which must reduce them to but a small por
tion of the 3,000,000 often spoken of.
The Army of 600,000 Fighting Men Impossible

The climatic conditions being unaltered, 
the ancient population must have been about 
the same as that of today, 5,000 or 6,000 peo
ple. If the Children of Israel were about equal
ly matched with their enemies at Rephidim 
then there could not have been 600,000 fight- 
inS me«; The land of Goshen, at the mouth 
of the Wady Tumilat, included an area of not 
more than 60 to 80 square miles, and could 
have supported more than 20,000 people at 
the utmost. 600,000 fighting men would imply 
qt least 3,000,000 people, which would equal " 
if not exceed the whole population of the del
ta, and there is no trace of such a depopu-., 
lation of this section of Egypt at the date re
quired.

The crux
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‘pieHilf The Inhabitants j
The Peninsula of Sinai ia 

its dwindling inhabitants ] 
of food and water. All told t] 
number more than 600 sot] 
vided into four main tribes 
ruled over, by sheikhs wh 
followers before the governt] 
as judges and referees in 
disputes. These Bedouin d] 
tents, which are always pitcl 
leys and away from the roul 
When travellers enter the P| 
is spread by means as myste] 
less, and hungry fellows with! 
hasten from every tribe and] 
and even weeks over the ril 
to share in the transport of] 
his outfit.

Our group of 16 was ledl 
madi. He was a wide-awak] 
about as much work out of a 
as any one could have exped 
of life, their never-ending an] 
of conversation, their dress,] 
preparations for the night j 
of their camel harness arounj 
a fascinating subject of stud

The Peninsula must alway 
ly populated because so scant 
water and means of subsiste 
population would average ora 
every two square miles (c] 
land with 200 to the square ] 
with 250. and Oklahoma wi] 
live, largely on supplies fron

Mi I: mthoi
^Gp5rffEN T l 
Raamses^

/¥ tt /!
J EDOM /
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V£■ sof the figure, however, comes in 
roe two census lists in Numbers I and XVI.
Those who are interested in the most modern 
solution of this difficulty will find the full 
statement in Petrie’s Researches in Sinai 
where the word “thousand” is taken' to mean 
group or “family,” and the results in figures 

reveal some startling mathematical facts.
While in Sinai we inquired carefully of the 

moqjcs concerning the rainfall, and the head 
of the monastery, who has lived there since 
1866, a period of 43 years, told us that not in
frequently there were periods of three and 
four years in which no rain fell. The winter 
°> i9°7-°8 was ohe of “much snow,” but the 
total fall did not exceed 20 inches. Up to 
February 27, 1909, neithe'r rain nor snow had 
fallen during the winter of 1908-09.

Moses
The problem of the large numbers is in

timately connected with the problem of the 
documents. Too much has been made of the 
composite nature of the Pentateuch and whol
ly erroneous conclusions drawn from frag- lustratine- the mute hv T , ,
mentary^data. The best Egyptologists now order to bring out the ^tii^nVes of ^ =amP»ng places of the. Children of Israel
accept Moses as the historical character, and with greater clearness he rLltt / TC e named fro» events occurring within

"d “ ”,,ns T‘“)’ ““ *“=p‘,he fK* ,h« pr*dk”«

The Appearance of Quail, the Stoppage of the
Jordan, and the Wonders of the F.vn<t»c 

Confirmed by Present Conditions
“A strong east wind drives the Red Sea 

back; another wind blows up a flock of quails ; 
cutting a rock brings a water supply to view 
and the writers of these accounts record such 
matters as wondrous benefits of the timely 
action of natural causes.” Modern believers 
in Divine Providence, and no one can accent 
either the blind-chance theory of the universe 
or that we are helpless automata, see incon
testable evidence of God’s care in the coinci
dence of these wonderful events with the des
perate needs of the Children of Israel. With 
more light from many sources we shall modify 
our conceptions of many of these 
but the facts will stand 
cliffs of Sinai.

ttham
" A*

%o<i* Zephon moneh
Ij ^yg»

Crossing the Suez arm of the Red Sea and 
journeying “three days in the wilderness,” 
v'Le-s1?e”t a 9uiet Sabbath among “the palms 
of Elim and drank from its “springs of 
Water. Another six days’ journey carried us 
along “by -the Red Sea,” through “the wilder
ness of sin, past Rephidim to Mount Sinai, 
on whose sublime summits we spent a part 
of our second sabbath. Another five camps 
carried us down from Sinai past Hazeroth, 
through the wilderness of Paran,” and well 
«P along the coast of the Gulf of Akaba to 
Elath, and Ezion-geber.
, Crossing the great cleft of the Araba south The passage,of the Suez arm of the Red 

of the Dead Sea, we climbed into the moun- Sea at the outset, the appearance of the quails 
tains of Edom and from the summit of the and the crossing of the Jordan forty years 
traditional Mount Hem had, like Aaron, our later are by no means the greatest difficulties 
first glimpse of the Promised Land. Then and wonders of the Exodus. Those who have 
followed a series of camps by the Arnon, along wandered over the sand dunes of the desert 
the breezy plateaus of Moab, culminating in have lost themslves among the shallow la^ 
a never-to-be-forgotten Sabbath on Nebo it- goons, and have watched the rise and fall of 
self, with its matchless view embracing so the tides among the inlets about Suez will have
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iMap Showing Route of the Exodus
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