praceful. She was

se-fitting garment,

ed on her lovely

tful picture. She

ttle laugh it was,
she said:

gazed spellbound .
pifered her a chair.
1l tell you what I
or something that
ou.’ :
Are you, then, a
e you here to tap

white already. "I
heals were twenty-

a- mouthful and
Globe for a penny.
and open that door.

itiful tones. I felt

shed me back into
‘helmed with sur-
k' to resist and res

ly,” she said witha-
and pearls.’

on my little finger,

ks and a‘handsome
vhole outfit - was

ems as she.spoke
pne;+‘Give them to
i .

£
ere was something
b girl "that .cowed
ption and despera-
murder written jn
ross her blue eyes,
paling  glance and
rom their depths
ty. ’ -
1patiently. (I have
‘is this . my Beau
How-changed? ~
H, I made another
me by the sleeve
en as she held nie
he raised her right.
filed revolver. Press® -
temple, she hissed:
are a dead man?
removed the ‘soli-
inks from my cuffs
hrf with a deftness
acquired “by”prac-
d with surprise that
backing towards the
pistol, she left the
after her.«' As -the”
@amation from tHe
was shaken violent:
ed. The fasteping
1d only-be-released
hside. And thenT
lamation and - the
ween the door and
the girl’s skirt, She '
er owfl setting, "o
in a moment.
young fiend, I have

to open the. dodr
bered the pistol and
the room and: saw
o it and pressed it
he finger there,ijab-

night ¢lerk must
was. afire. Sooft: I
he hall, then a doud

hsked 'a man’s voiee. -
' my diamonds,”"E
woman, or Satanin
aught by her gown
ang her, shoot her,
er, but get mé'back

¢’s got a pistol'and

ere,’ cried the fight
n the;door. N
bment-ago,” I per=
woman—ng person
ou thust be crazy,’
nd saw indeed: that
I looked. and. my
cuff - pearls ‘were
hen I went to bed.
d and glistened on
plcoming friend. . |
a bad dream,’ said

situatidn at the first:
hat I had made my-

the guests at my
ht and have mnever .
worn jewels, or ag= ‘
retty womeén while
I carry nothing bute
me one dollar and’ .

time, and I have
coins to meet:daily
s a' warning lesson
t_” §i/
er the strange story

ight and good bfye;“
and.
ss Victoria hootingy

should at any tifme = *

p and I'Nl give you
aps,” he added Wﬁh.
oin you in a tripsie’ .
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pass in the - night;

away and saw each

i
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CURRENT TOPICS

During the week a very terrible disaster took
nlace in ar.coal mine in Westphalia in Germany, in
\Wwhich three hundred miners lost their lives. . Amodng
.11 the inventions of this wonderful age no one has
~und out how to rob the explosive gas ef the coal
mines of its deadly power.

LS

The Grand Duke Alexis, uncle of the Czar, died on
Nov. 14 in Paris. This nobleman has really been an
cxile since the war between. Russia and Japan.  He
was formerly at the head of the Russian navy which
was so -disgracefully defeated by the Japanese war-
shios, Alexis was fifty-eight years old and towards
the end- of his life was hated by his countrymen.

All the children living near the.centre of the town
will be pleased to‘learn that the vacant space on Pan-
dora street is to be made into a pretty little . park
where grown folks can rest and little children play in
the fine weather,  There will be music for the young
people and greenness and'shade for all. It is to be
hoped that money ¢an be spared to lay out this park
before next summer. .

In the great northern province of Manchuria all
nations are allowed freedom of trade. The United
States merchants complain that the only people doing
a profitable business there are the Japanesé. The
ambassadors of these nations are talking over the
matter, Perhaps the new emperor of China will think
that his nation should be consulted about what goes
on in his own dominions. ¥

g ——— -

The United States has fulfilled her promise of giv-
ing the island of ‘Cuba  self-government. There ' has
been an ‘election there and a president has been
chosen. The pname of the president of this newest
republic is.Jose Miquel Gomez. - Whether the people
of Cuba are more fitted for self-government than the
rest of the Spanish American Republics remains to be .
seen. There is a large number of negroes on the'
island which as most of you know is noted for the
production and manufacture of tobacco and tropical
fruits. : '3, : ;

The emperor of Japan has reviewed his fleet con-’
sisting of one hundred and twenty-four vessels. Ad-,
miral Togo, was received at Kobe, where the review
took place with the greatest enthusiasm: What an
immense sum it must take to keep this great fleet in
working order and what an immense number of Japa-
nese sailors it must take to 'man. the fleet! Will
Canadians ever be willing to make-as great sacrifices
for their country as do the’ peoplé of Japan? 'Our
great land gives us all a comfortable living and makes
some of us wealthy. ‘Most of us are content to'take
all we can-get and but 'few feel that their country has
a claim on their services. This is not how natiofs in
the old time became great. A

Only a very small“part of British Columbia is now
settled. It used to be: thought that this great pro-
vince would only make homes for miners, lumbermen
and fishermen. We now know that in jts vallays great
numbers of farmers  will in the fature, make” their,
homes. News comes.from Prince Rupert that the val-
leys along ‘the western part of the line of the new
railroad have a fertile ‘Soil and a fine climate where
hardy fruits can -be grown with profit. If industrious
men go -into this country. with a little money so that
they can live while their fruit trées are growing they
will do well. The valleys described are the Kitimaat,
Lakeside and Kitsumkalum.
farming was ene of the things the boys of British Co-
lumbia should prepare for.. ; ot A :

v
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The emperor of China and his mother are 'both
dead. The real ruler of this great empire for many
years has béen)the . dowager empress. The emperor
was a weak and sickly creature who was not fitted to~
rule and was really @ sort of prisoner in his own do-
minions. The successor to the throne is the baby son
of the. late emperor:but the real ruler will be the re-
gent Prince Chun, his uncle. There is said to be great
excitement in China but that colintry is so large and
so far away that it will be some time before the real
state of affairs will be fully understood on this side of
the ocean. Whethér Ohina, with her immense popula-
tion and her long history ‘will become again a mighty
nation or whether she ‘will fall a préy to quarrels
within and foes without' cannot be foretold by the
wisest onlooker. :

When Frande by the treaty of Paris, yielded Can-
ada to England she kept the two little islands of St.
Pierre and Miquelon near Newfoundland as fishing
stations. ' St. Plerre or “French St. Peters,” as it is
called by the people of the eastern maritime provinces,
was long noted as a place where smuggling could be
casily carried on. ¥rench brandies and wines as well
as silks were brought there in French ships and could
be easily: taken.in fishing schooners or other small
vessels t0 the mainland without the knowledge of the
custom housge offiders. In theése days there is not
much smuggling done, but the little island is making
a noise in the world.

The people of St. Pierre, like the French of Que-
bec are very religious. . They love their church and
religions is taught in their schools. The French na-
tion has lately made a law declaring against teaching
religion in the public schools. It seems the same law
holds good in all French dominions. There are only
about as many people on the island of St. Plerre as
there are in Nanaimo, but they declare that seoner
than allow their children to go to & school where re-
ligion is not taught they will join the United States.
They are so angry that it is'said, the British' warship
stationed at Newfoundland will keep the peace till the
French government can put down what looks like a
little rebeliton. B

On Nov. 11, the corner stone was laid for the New
Sanitarium at Tranquille. What boys and girls in
British Columbia want to do is to live so that they
need not go there. The greatest enemies of consump-
tion are good food. plenty of exercise and fresh air.
Children here, dnlike those in many places can almost
all have good food. There 18 a danger, indeed that
many of them will eat more nice things than are good
for-them. - Plain food and plegty of it, makes strong
men and women. Physical drfll and outdoor’ games

are nearly as important for city ‘children who have: "

little work to.do at home.” Fresh air is not so easy
to get. Many doctors say that we would all be better
if we slept out-of-doors, At any rate houses can be
well aired during the day and there are few bedrooms
where the windows cannot be opened at night.” If
with .good food, exercise and fresh air growing boys
and girls get plenty of sleep and bathe often there
will be little danger of the young people of this pro-
vince going into consumption. .Yet we must not for-
get that we must help to cure those who are si¢k and -
take care of those who will never get well. If they
belong to our own family we cannot be too kind to
them. . There is no need to be afraid but there is need
of the greatest care. It is not a nice thing to talk
about spitting, but if every boy and girl learned, when
they have colds to spit in a vessel that had a disin- -
fectant in it or to use a cloth that could be burned
and to be very careful about soiled handkerchiefs
much of the danger of spreading consumption would
be avoided. No one shuld. ever spit on the street or
pavement. i .
) % P e :

The German Emperor some ‘t!me ago hdd a-talk

with an Englishman in whié¢h he said, amonhg. other

things, that he had given advice to his grandmother, -

Queen Victoria about the campaign in South Afriea.
The plan he had:made, he said, was very like the one
Lord Roberts had followed which brought the war to’
a successful end. This conversation was reported in ’
an English ‘paper. The English people weresindignant
that any foreigner should claim the credit due to Bri- '
tish generals. i gt
But the excitement in England was nothing like
as great as that which was aroused in Germany. The
people. of that country say that the emperor ha& mno
right to enddnger the peace of the country by letters
and speeches, The emperor, his people think; has no
right to speak as freely as if he were & private man,
Hi§ /¢hancellor, or what 'we would call the premier,
Prince Von Buelow, has been much blaméd for allow-
ing this Interview to be made public an@ it is-said
he will resign. In England, the king only acts upon

It begins to look as if -

: i
the advice of his ministers angd "he cannot be blamed

for-what he does. In Germany the emperor has more
power but the people seem to be determined that he
shall not use that power so as to endanger the nation.

Since this paragraph was begun, the = German
emperor and the Prince Von Buelow have had a very
long conversation. The Prince plainly told Emperor

- William, that the #ifferent kingdoms which make up

the great German. empire were greatly dissatisfied
and that unless his majesty ‘promjsed for the future
to speak on matters only that concerned_the nation as
advised by the premier, he must resign. The emperor
very readily promised to be more careful in ‘his speech
in future, and said he had the greatest confidence in
the premiér. The German peéople believe that this
promise means that in future ‘thé Emperor will act
as the nation wishes and they are greatly pleased.
Perhaps some of the. older boys and girls can think
of an English king who learned that he must rule ac-
cording to the laws of /the land and not as he liked
himself. § Ny 3

It is strange to hear a man talk of living near the
North Pole, as if it were am every day affair. Yet
that is what Mr. Leffingwell, who went to the Arctic
Ocean with Captain Mikkelson in the steamer Duchess
of Bedford did a few K
evenings ago. Along- the o

which in'tHe years to come will spread their branches
over merry children as they play in the new park.

In India there is discontént and an attempt was
made to kill the Lieutenant-governer of the great
province of Bengal. The people of India. like all the .
rest of the world, ‘want to govern themselves! Until
the English conguered that great country it was gov-
erned by-many princes who lived - in ' the. greatest
splendor but kept the peoplé in poverty. England has
governed- the people for their own good. Great public
works have been undertaken and the people have béen
educated. - The best and wisest of ‘English statesmen

ave undertaken the government of India. Now these
educated Hindoos think the time has come when they
should govern -thémselves in the same way that Can-
ada, South Africa or Australia does. The king of
England, who is also the Emperor of India,  has
promised the people of India ‘a share in‘their own
goyernment. :

. "It is to be hoped that the rash aption of svicked .
men will not hinder the progress of the nation ‘to=
wards freedom. ° :

The Hindus 8f our province. who went to British
Honduras report that their countrymen  are .needed
there and that the country will suit them. 'The Gov-

tice rankling in his breast: It was all .80 easy of ex-
planation ff he Had been given a chance to,explain.,

The day before he had heard his uncle complain *
that “the pens, ink, paper, and blotting=paper on his-

desk were ‘never properly attended to, and just: before

he left for home Joe had slipped ‘into the little room :

to overhaul the things on the desk. This was no
part of Joe's duties, but thé boy.who should have done
it was.a lazy rascal, who neglected his work on every
possible opportunity. Joe was-grateful’' to. his uncle
for taking him into the firm, and had thought that he
could, without saying anything, occasionally slip into
his uncle room the last thing at mnight or the first
thing in the morning, and attend to those: trifles
which, if neglected, are so anneying .and wasteful of
the time of a busy man. 3 ;

And now, the very first time he had tried to work
his little scheme, disaster had overtaken him.

If he had explained at once perhaps he could have
cleared himself, ‘but he had hesitated and stammered,
not liking to. get the other boy into trouble by saying
that he was doing his.work.. Of course, his uncle had
taken his hesitancy as a confession®of guilt, and now
poor Joe was an outcast.

On and on he wandered, as wretched a boy as there
could be found that day in the streets of the great

city - of London. Some-

«north of Alaska and of
Canada as far west/ as
the mouth of the Mac-
kenzie there are tribes
of natives,  and white
men who live as they
do can keep themselves
comfortably warm. Mr.
Leffingwell has - made
maps of this region and
has discovered fossils”
and interesting rocks
but did not see ‘any -
sign of ‘gold. There is
need of teachers and
missionaries among:the
natives of this. region,
Mz, Leffingwell  de-
clares. < It will be very
hard-to make most peo-
ple beliéve that it does
not need great self-de-
nial ‘and bravery ‘to .
spend years in this gold
and desolate part of the
earth.” Yet the love of
knowledge, the love of
gold iand the Ilove of
God -have. made men
leave comforts andease
to endure the greatest
hardships.
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Many wonderful
. things have been = df& -

covered in this country,

but . nomé that .does
more for the comforts
of man than what s

S— . how or other he could
‘ Ty not bring himself to go-
ing home to" tell his
mother. Not that he
expected for one min-
ute that she would be-
lieve him guilty of such
& crime. but he ' knew
what the small sum he
had been bringing home’
-weekly .meant to' their
tiny ,household.: 'Ever
since his [father died
they had been desper-
ately poor, and . Joe
knew how difficult, work
was to obtain, £
Dinner  time - came
and went, and still Joe
wandered on, forgetting
the - neat  packét of
. - 'sandwiches he . had. in
. ‘his. pocket. Misery had
driven ;all’ thought of
thought of eating from
him. e :
‘Suddeply - he: " heard
the “well-kmown
awe=inspiring clangour
of a fire-engine’s Pell,
and paused instinctively
.to wateh its -daredevil
dash to save life and
property.  As it passed
and’.the: halted traffic
resumed t8 course ' a
sudden resolve filled his

called  © cold storage.
Fresh = food+  whether
meat, fish or fruit can
be carried for many
- thousands of .miles
without being injured
in the least. Last year
we heard that - English.
- people were eating eur
apples as fresh as when
they were picked from
the trees” in 'Okanaghn
or. 'Victoria | ‘orchards.
‘The other day a gentle-
man told a reporter
that Salthon caught son
the ‘Skeena ~were -sold

brain.

man. i G
By joining the brig-
‘ ade he would be able to
assure a small income
for his gotheér, and
would at ‘the same time
have’ a chance of doing

useful * work+ in - the
of ORI 1 ke !
vy ;o HAS new purpose gave

and eaten fresh in Lon-
don restaurants. The
gentleman ' who said
this, Mr. Burton, is pre-

.him lope, dnd lifted a

"welght from “his heart.

*“Resolutely 'he: set his
face towards home.
would tell/ fils ‘mother
of the injustice that had
héen"done him and of

;7the new ‘work he had

“¥ chosen in this ' busy
world. >

paring with a number
of other' gentlemen to
send fishing vessels. to
the - Queen ., Charlotte
Islands,.and the " rivers
of northern British Co-
lumbia to ‘catch salmon,
halibut, cod and - other
fish to supply the mar-
kets of the large cities

in England.  For hun-

dreds of years the fish-
eries of thé mnorth of
England and of Scot-
land have given work to *
‘thousands of ‘men 'and .

Jocr warson
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women and have made
the fortunes of ship
owners and merchants.
Mr. Burton thinks that
British Columbia may
be: equally or more
greatly noted for the
wealth of its seas and
rivers.

Many boys and girls
will remember: the feor-
mer governor of British

It was a proud day for

days of probation.over,
he 8tood in full uniform
with the other men .of
the George ‘Road ire

spection, In two short
* weeks hé ‘had learned
all there was to know

actnal éxperience at a
real fire. He had been
shown how to!work the
‘life ladders and:escapes,
how to handle uncons-
cious ment and women,
héw to jump from win-
dows two  three, or four
storeys high into. a net
held by his companions.
‘. He had : learned . the
mysteries of the hook
. ladder and the ' water
tower, and, above all,
he. had learned to be a
man,

Amid his new sur-

Columbia, Sir Henry
Joli =~ Lotbiniere, = and
will be sorry to hear
that the kindly - old

roundings the thought
. of his unjust dismissal
| 1§ & troubled him very little,
‘but he had ~ thought
about it, and had decid-

gentleman is dead. Yet
perhaps no ome should

‘ed in his mind-that his

mourn when a man who
has lived an. upright
and’ ° honorable life is taken away from
the weakness and suffering that S0 of-
ten accompany .old age. Sir Henry Joli was
an able as well as ‘a good man and was, what is be-
coming too rare in these days an honest and a fear-
®™ess politiclan. There are. times when a good man'
must oppose wrongdoing; even if he makes enemies
+of wrong doers. But Sir Henri's contests were over
when he came to British Columbia and he lived a
quiet peaceful life in our beautiful city. Like most
able men; the ‘old gentleman had a hobby.. His was
the preservation and culture of trees. He knew all
Canadian. trees and the 'soil best suited to:  their
growth. = He would have had- Victorians preserve
their native trees and plant many others., Our streets
would be much more beautiful if we followed his ad-
‘vice. ' No more fitting memorial could be. made" of
this. good mai than that ‘proposed by the editor of
the. Colonist in Tuesday’'s issue, an'avenue of trees
ernor of British Honduras, Colonel Swayn®, is said to
be ‘coming to this province to enquire into the suita-
bility. of the Hindus as immigrants into that pro-

» ik

vince. :

—— v

The children have this month beén very generous
With their pictures. Those which have not been pubs
lished will appear soon. * The editor would Tike very
miych to receive letters from.children telling -about
their schools and “homes in @ffferent parts .of ' the
country. They need not be long. Perhaps some girl
or boy would like to write about their old homes in
England or on the prairies, These would be very
welcome. Suppose some.of you.tell how you spend
your long winter evenings. : :

—y N

About twa hundred men and women from the
north’' of Englang, called the Sheftield choir.have been
delighting the people of Eastern Canada by their
, beautiful singing. < Some of these .singers 2

earn their lying with their hands. - But ‘every one, be
they gentle or simple; love music and have a talent’
“for singing: They give up their spare time to the
.cultivation: of their Veices. Thesé practices are not
only'a source of pleasure to themselyes but thefr con<
certs give delight to hundreds of thousands of others,
The climate of Vancouver Island is very like that of
‘England and there should be. no.réason why men and
‘women in"Victoria should not be able to sing quite as
well as those of Sheftield. The boys and girls in the

o are rich .
and well educated: Others are men:and women who -

- (

% s AR
schools now have the opportun!fy of learning to sing.
All children, boys a8 well as girls, ought to-do. their
best to gain a knowledge that will give themselves
and others the finest pleasures all through their lives.

i L

'« ‘FIRE-BRIGADE JOE

(By Ernest H. msoh, in Chums)

“Yes, Joseph, I am more sorry than I‘can say to
have to do it, but I must definitely accuse you of
stealing that five-pound note from my desk.” .

“But, ‘uncle—" - :

“I cannot-listen to you, my hoy. - Your cousin, here,
says he saw you In my reom at half-past six last
night, bending over my desk, and as the note was In
the drawer last night when I left the office, I'am forc-
ed to the conclusion that you are a thief.” ? .

! Joseph Richards—Joe, as his friends called ‘him—
gazed in amazement, first at his uncle, head of a gredt
City firm of exporting agents, and then at the latter’s
son, his cousin, Vernon Leete, Wwho, with his eyes fixed
on the floor, stood there nervously twisting his fin- -
gers. = ’ ; L
“Well, have ‘ol nothing to say?’ asked Mr. Leete,
ignoring the fict that but a moment before he had
told his nephew that he could not listen to him." . -

Joe gulped down a sob, but for a moment he could
make his mouth form no words.  He wondered what
his mother would say, his mother who had yery Ifttle""
money save that which he brought her week by week. °
Then desperation gave him voice. R A

“Uncle,” he replied, “I didn’t take the note.” '
~ . “Thén my son is a lHar?? : x

“No, he is mistaken, uncie.”” \ SN

“Were you i my room last night?”

“Yés, uncle, bif '* Yok

“No buts, sir.  Did you touch my desk?” .

“Yeos, nncle, but-—" .. . y

“No buts,' I tell you,” th

e old man almostﬁ—l.htw ed-
“You have admitted you were at my desk last night.

. Thet {s sufficient. You are my dead brother's son; -
~and therefore 1 will not hand you over to the police.

as’you' deserve; but of course, you cannot remain in
the employ of this firm, . You must consider yourself
dimissed.. If I find you an theSe premisés any time.
_zfxpr five minutes have u%ea I shall place you un-_'
er arrest in the hands of the r
i ]

may go."” S, iy

v.@glck at heart, Joe walked from the room, took his.

cap, and ‘went. into the street. S R
He walked miserably along, a deep sense of injuss

' uf spider

Jlittle thing that had come drifting
with nothing but its uWnspun Web In'its pocket, 8o to

nearest policeman. -\Ymi‘ :

‘cousin Vérnon, who had
been  jealous of  him

X : from the veéry first day
he joined the staff of Lieete and Co: had seized the
opportunity of seeing him in the private office of Mr.
Leete to work a wicked scheme for his undoing. Hav-
ing decided that this was the probable cause of his
unmerited disgrace, he, practically speaking -dismissed

the matter from his mind, and in the excitement of his,
first inspection he forgot it altogether. AR

(To Be Continued)
U R
‘SHORT STORIES
The Steand Above

The 'sun rose on a bright September morning. A -

thousand gems of dew sparkled in the meadows, ‘and
upon the breeze floated, in the wake of summer, the
shining silken strands of which no. man knoweth the
whence or the whither. One of them caught in the
top of a tree, and thé skipper, a little speckled yellow
spider, quit his airship to survey thg ledfy demesne
there. It was net to his liking, and, with prompt de-
cision, he spun a new 'strand and let himself down

_straight into the hedge below. W :

There were twigs. and shoots in plenty there to

“spin a web in, and he went to ‘work at once, letting

the 'strand ‘from above, by which he had come, bear

‘ the upper corner of it.

“A fine large web it was when finished, and with
this about it that set it off from- all the other wehs
thereahbouts, that it seemed to stand straight up In

‘the -air, without anything ‘to! shéw what held it. It

‘takes pretty sharp eyes to make out a single strand
web, even a very little way off.
The days went by.

rose later, and the spider:had to make his net larger

/that it might reach farther and catoh more, And here
: {he strand above turned out a ‘great help, * With it to
race: the structure, the web was spun higher and

wider;: until it .covered the hedge ‘all thé way across.
In’the wet October mornings, when it hung full. of
shimmering raindrops, it was-like a veil stitohed with
precious pearls, - g v O

" The spider was proud of his'work. No longer the
‘out of the ‘vast
spéak, he was now a big, porily. opmlent
‘the largest web in ,gl?e hed‘w.rﬁx

One \ing he woke very mu

-mr:‘m "been aw;rout in‘the n
brought no sun. The. sky was o
was out. Al ‘the long y- aut

pider, with
ch ¢ . of sorts.

m@m not a  fly

2 ¥ the: ”{w
¥at hungry and cross in his corneér. Toward evening

rery stick and -knob they were made fast to,

“ed into a thread as long as may be desired.
- i8.sald that a thread of

but’

He ‘would be a fire-

He
The Fire Station Thief -
‘k.+ Joe Richards when, his -

Station ‘for his first in+ "

about his dufies without

‘to eat her :

Flies grew scarcer, as the sun

daylight -

Youth's Compaal

to kill time, he started on a tour of inspection, to see
if:anything needed bracing or mending. He: pulled
at all the strands; they were firm' enough. But,
though he found nothing wrong, his temper did not
improve; he waxed crosser than ever. ;

‘At the farthest end of the web he came at last to
a strand that all at once seemed strange to him. All
the rest went this way or that—the spider knew ev-
every
ane. - But this preposterous strand went nowhere—
that is to say, went straight up in the air and was
lost. He stood up on his hind legs and stared with
all his eyes, but he could not make it out. To logk af,
the strand went right up into the clouds, which was
nonsense. ;

The longer he sat and glared to no purpose, the
angrier the spider grew, ‘He had quite forgotten how,
on a bright September morning, he himself had come
down this same strand. And he had forgotten how,
in the building of the web and afterward when it had
to be enlarged, it was just this strand he had depend-
ed upon. He saw only that here was a useless strand,
a_ fool strand, that went nowhere in sense of reason,
only up in the air where solid spiders had no coneern.

“Away with it!” and with one vicious snap of his
angry jaws he bit the strand in two.

<That Instant the web collapsed, the whdle proud
and prosperous structure fell-in.a héap, and when the
spider came to he lay sprawling in the hedge with the
web all aBout his head like ‘a wet rag. In one brief
moment he had wrecked it all—because he did not
gn?ngnd the use of the #trand from -above~~The
ution.

e

- A Queer Needle and Thread

There is a plant in Mexico that will furnish a
needle and thread adll ready #or uss. That seems a
queer thing to say, doesn’t. it? . The plant has large
fleshy leaves, similar to thoMe of the cactus. Along
the edge of the leaf are set thé prickles, or :“needles,”
and to get one ready for sewing it Is only necessary
to push it backward into the leaf, so as to logsen it
from the tough outside covering, and then pull it
.gently out. If the pulling be done earefully, a num-
ber of. fibres will stick te the “needle,” and by turn-
ing the latter as it is drawn out, the fibres are twist-
The
ens them, and it
will sustain a

action of the air on the fibres tou;
this ki

-

weight of. five pounds.
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All About Bobby Bear, Bubby Bear, and Baby Bear:

Said Bobllixy Bear to Bubby Bear, “I think' it would be
we.

. “For us tﬂ g0 to school a day, and learn to read and
ol ;

speil-; y y
“It would, indeed,” “said Bubby Bear, “I'll go along
with you.”
When Baby Bear heard what they said, he called out,
“Me go, too!” / b
Now Bobby Bear
at once. 2 ;
But ngby_, Bear was stupid, and he had to be the
unce. .
While Baby

The

was clevei-,-aiﬁ,l he learned to write

X by 43 .
Bear learned nothing, but he looked so
very wise, L R ~ :

teacher ‘though he knew it'dll, and so gave him
_~the prizet - - - :

. % 20 Curing Rosa ‘May , y
On’‘the marning ‘when Bessie Norton—was six years- —
old shie came down to breakfast to find a long box,

- all .tied up in'pink paper, with a string that was like

a little gold chain.  The box stood, on the table by
Bessie’s plate, and there was a card on it, ‘with some
writing. Bessie could read print, if the words were -
not too long, biit she had not yet learned to read writ-
ing; so she ran to her mother with the card and asked
her to read it. S { i . o 3
“It says, ‘For Bessie with best wishes for many
happysbirt] !*. said mother, and then shé helped
untie the gold string and take off the pink paper.
Wihen at last the box was open, there appeared the
most beautiful paper doll that Bessie had ever seen.’
She had lovely hair, curling in little ringlets all over
her head, and her eyes were large and blue and her
cheeks like blush roses, and with her were all kinds
of beautiful dresses. There was a light pink one for
parties, with a hat to match, and a plain dark blue
sailor suit for every-day wear and two dainty white
ones-to dress up in the afternoon, - Bach one had a
hat to go:with it, and there were also lots of dainty
lace underclothes, and two hand-bags and a parasol.
Bessie was so happy that she could hardly wait
1 breakfast. . As soon as it was over she took
the/beautiful doll, which she had named Rosa May,
and went with her to the house of her playmate, Nel- .
lie Baker, who lived next door. - All that day the two
played 'together with Rosa May under the trees, and
in the q»gum,on they gave a party, because, you see
it was May's birthday just as much as it was
Bessle'si i iy BN e R b6 i
- Many other. days they played together, too, .24 3
Rosa May always had the best of care, and was taken
into the. House and put to bed at the right hour. But:.

at last there came a day when a band came n
by, playing ‘beautifully, while Bessie was sing
Rosa May. She ran out to the fence, and then'fol-
lowed a little way down the street, and when she
came back her mother called her in to supper, and
poor Rosa May :was forgotten. 2 ;

It rained hard all that night, but of course Bessie
did: not know 1it; for she was asleep.. But the next
morning she looked everywhere for Rosa May, and
could not find her. At last she went out under the
trees, and there she found the poor. doll, where she
had Jain all night in the rain, o . 5

- It was a sad, sad sight. . One blue eye was all
washed ont, and the other was nearly gone. Her right
arm was-doubled back under her and was broken,
hoth legs were all twisted, so she could never stand .
up straight again, and in place of her preétty rosy lips
there was only a great ugly red mark. ; :

Bessie sat down beside her dear Rosa May and bex
gan to cry. - Of course she could not help it. No little:
girl could..’ She cried so. /that she did not hear
the sound of footsteps coming nearer, and she did not
know there was any one about until a pleasant voice
said, "My, my, little girl, what is the trouble?” The
voice camé from a pleasant-faced young man, who had .
a'little box, like a trunk, in one hand, and a big light- '
colored umbrella and a bundle of sticks under his arm.

Bessie showed him her poor Rosa May, through her
tears, He took the doll ténderly in his hands, and
said, “Well, well, she has met with a very bad acci-
dent, I see, but I think perhaps I can cure her.” h

“Oh; can you?” cried Bessie. “Are you a doctor?”

‘.The young man laughed. “Yes,” he said, “I think

- 4I can cure this patient if you will let me operate just’

I think best.”, ; i
*'Oh, yes, sir!” cried Bessie. “You can, if you will
only cure Rosa May.” ¢ )

‘The 'young ‘man took out a little pair of scissors,
and then %ggned-l}!&\box and found some smooth, stiff
white cardboard. * Then he took poor Rosa .May and
cut her head right off!" Bessié almost cried right out
at this, but the young man was smiling so pleasantly
that she did net. He took. the cardboard and cut a
new head, just like the old one, and.then with a little
ghie from box- he ned it on to Rosa May's
body, so you could hardly see the place. Next there
came out of the wonderful box a bundle.of little tubes
of paint, which he mixed in a small china pan, and
in a few minutes the new-face had two big blué eyes

' and & rosebud mouth and curly; golden hair and a pain

of pink cheeks—just as Rosa May had had at first.
By this time Bessie was so happy that she was

/ dancing up and down, and when the young i
.off. on: arm and both legs of Rosa M "dia

mind at all, becadse she I::y “he-

ones as good as the

did, so that no one would ever have
May ha.:l :ver— Had any accfdent or beer
"' Bessie thanked him over
ed him if he was goi: v:?mw

he laughed and said no, he was
ture, A htw%hy m‘%&
ful not to leave

route il ik B ke 18 ond somstimes

ti

e .
-~ whe “cure
e, h them,’
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