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Tuesday, February 11, 1908

VICTORIA SEMI-WEEKLY COLONIST 9
BILL INCREASES 

THE INDEMNITIES
bill for the protection of persons em
ployed in factories, said: It is worthy 
of remark, sir, that this class of legis
lation is rather late in making its ap
pearance on the statute book of this 
province.
originated in the mother country as 
early as 1802, and has been fbllowéd 
by successive and numerous enact
ments with the view of making it from 
time to time more effective, mainly, 
however, as the result of royal com
missions, who were appointed as oc
casion arose to obtain evidence as to 
the conditions existing in the factories 
of that country,

This bill, sir, is quite comprehen
sive in its scope and covers very com
pletely the conditions which shall exist 
in connection with the employment in 
particular of children* and of women, 
as well as the limitation of the hours 
of labor.

wen aware that as a private member ed for hauling it to Fern ip And no

£ rr'c”"

p"tib„%°7HeaCr:yhWCeN^hingthU (He^hear).

needed more, and it is the imnerative ^ appears that coal lands taken up
duty of the government in" my Opinion rMva.tv-Mff ner tSUb^ectM? «U, 
to see that these provisions are care- ™y ,,y M5 cent® PJr to“; and I wish 
fully worked out (Hear hear > now to know whether under the new

The statistics which from time to illation lands recently taken up for 
time appear show a tremendous death MMnP P<Me and lands. which were 
roll in connection with railroads, and *ak?? up 25 yeaff ag0’ will be placed 
an immense number of serious accl- ?" footing? Is the royalty
dents among emplqyees. (Hear, hear.) t0r?e wiped_°M altogether?
And while mines are in this respect „,Hon" ¥/' Tat,ow.—Yes, that will be 
SïbAtct t0 special laws, a terrible loss 1 ref}llt-..
of life is shown to occur in these Hawthornthwaite.—Will this leg-
places as well as in factories. For al- *slation relieve these • companies of 
though thi$ legislation, which was be-. *axat*on upon land in any shape or 
gun in the Mother Country, so lotfg " ,
ago as 1802, has now practically be- *fcHon* Tallow.—No, it only affects
come a code replete with the most * -, taxation which is imposed
careful provisions, yet a large num-’ coaL
ber of accidents occur there every year' m°tioh of the hon. the attorney-
among workingmen, while in this | general the order was discharged and 
province this class has absolutely no ^be b*^ was ordered to be recommit- 
such protection whatever. (Hear, te-d today for the purpose of striki g 
hear.) | out section 4. *

Now, sir, if a man loses an arm, I Railway Assessment Act
recovers Tn d^mageSTsof oTToOO L The h°use went again into commit
what rea,MdvanSeeSor5what0radequate ^rd VthtTmeST ‘ f
compensation is thus secured As n Wltn regard to the amendment of 
matter of fact lives and limbs cannot I Su?art« H?ader8°n who moved that the 
be properly measurldT m™ney “vîdeTTh^ucf L‘Æon°n V 
(hear, near) and in the circumstances bè grantLd shall only
I feel that it is absolutely our duty to that either .oonditito"
make this bill the law of the land. Itîüii Mf.." directiy nor indirectly, 
(Hear, hear ) I admit sir that I feel any Person of Oriental birth or
most strongly upon this subject, and Mn^ucUo^oTthe sMdSltl?fr <B) *" ÎÎ1? 
I feel perfectly satisfied that T will con®truction of the said railway, or (b)
have the cordial support of every hon ?? ÎÏÎ eM?mptte,d rallvMy durl"r the life 
member in this house in my endeavor ?er slid th^t such „HT W" J' 
to place this bill on the statute book ultra vfres of !h?« nr™ < Would,be 
of the province of British Columbia vlre,® of tbls Province, according

Mr. McPhillips resumed his seat M rul*ng of the Hon. David Mills 
amid general and hearty applause in °f lustice, in 1899, in 1901 and
which the Socialist members conspic- then poInted'^^thaJ^^/6^16,"1!"" 
uously joined. :nen Pointed out that if the legisla-
a* u . • . j ture did not amend the bills which itMr. Hawthornthwaite Compliments, had passed with the inclusion of a 

Mr. Hawthornthwaite warmly com- clause having exactly the same effect 
plimented the hon. gentleman, and as the amendment now proposed by 
added that this was not the first oc- f the member for Yale, they would be 
casion upon which the hon. gentleman | disallowed, 
had sought to benefit1 the working 
of this province.

the Tommy Homa case and averred 
that in this instance the minister of 
justice bad reversed his ruling in laws 
of (his nature.

The proposal'in the present instance 
was for the province to grant an ex
emption, which was perfectly within 
its rights upon 
The lieutenant-governor in 
had the right to make certain regu
lations with regard to labor. The 
amendment merely specified the con
ditions. Hence he held that the 
house had a perfect right to pass 
this legislation and that the minister 
of justice, having reversed his opinion 
upon the matter would allow them tt 

tànd.

subsidies has passed this house, and It 
is but now that for the first time he 
invites us to insert in this bill a par
ticular clause fixing a minimum wage 
scale. Is not this a serious reflection 
on his own action in the past when he 
permitted bill after bill to go through 
this house without even making the 
slightest effort to 
clause. I am prepared, however, to 
accept an amendment which merely 
provides for a fair wage clause. And I 
am informed by the minister who is Jn 
charge of the bill that he has prepared 
an amendment to meet that point, and 
since I have stated for the informa
tion of the committee that the govern-

u„ , ,.___. . ment proposes to introduce into itsHe Is Merely Amusing. legislation this feature. I hope that the
Hon. Mr. McBride : The hon. gen- hon. gentleman will withdraw his 

tleman (Mr. Henderson) remarked amendment. If we come down to this 
that I was somewhat irritable, but I sort of thing. Why, next year, I sup- 
must admit that he now appeals to pose, we will be asked.to vote that the 
me only in the light of being rather money which is paid out on these con- 
amusing. Why, sir, it was only the tracts shall be paid in certain bank 
other day when he was trying to make notes, and at a certain hour of the day 
this legislature believe that although etc. (Laughter).
the Natal act contained the word may rest perfectly satisfied that we 
lawful, as a matter of law, “lawful,” will do our very best we possibly can 
as it appeared in the bill meant “un- .in the interests of the workingmen of 
lawful. And now we have a repeti- British Columbia, 
tion of that performance this after- We are quite sensible, sir, of the fact 
been essaying to reconcile the per- that we have been, sent here bv the 
formances of the Ottawa government workingmen of this province, who have 
on this question with his statements, the great majority of the 
(Hear, hedr.) He gravely assured the (Cheers).
committee yesterday that Ottawa The hon. the first minister then out- 
would allow this bill to remain upon lined the clause, which he moved at a 
our statute books, and we took the later stage. moved at a
hon. the leader of the opposition 
this point at once.
authority could possibly be produced 
for advice in this matter than the act 
which was passed in this parliament 
ill 1902, and which has been cited1 by 
the hon. the attorney-general. (Hear, 
hear.) Why, sir, here is a solemn act 
of this legisltaure, enacted by the 
unanimous vote of this parliament, 
with the distinct object of curing cer- 
tain defects in our legislation which 
had been pointed out on the part of 
the administration at Ottawa, and 
which, if their advice was not fol
lowed, would, if persisted in, result in 
the disallowance 
hear.)

been disclosed but emphasized by what 
has somewhat recently happened, and 
I think that my hdn. friend in th 
circumstances, should be. disposed to 
be reasonable, and not insist upon the 
mention of either the word “Asiatics” 
or the word “Japanese,” and in this 
manner court the disapproval of the 
governor at Ottawa. (Hear, hear.) 
When I brought this bill down, I said 
that we hoped to be able to placé this 
measure upon the statute book, and to 
keep it there. (Hear, hear. ) We are 
extremely anxious to avoid disallow
ance, and hence our use of the word 
“alien.” If we had a proper assurance 
from Ottawa we could insert the word 
“Chinese" or the word “Japanese,” and 
would be glad to do so. (Hear, hear.) 
I appeal to the hon. gentleman to per
mit this bill to go through committee 
in the least objectionable form. (Hear, 
hear.) We are always pleased to see 
white men come here, and my hon. 
friend need not fear that the govern
ment will fail in its duty to afford to 
such people every help, that is reason
able and decent. (Hear, hear.) 
even on this ground the claims of the 
residents of this province should come 
first, and that of the newcomer next. 
(Hear, hear.)

This fact, substantiates
ese

For as a matter of fact It
one

certain conditions.
council include such aAmended Measure Brought 

Down Raises Members' 
Salaries

stREJECT THE AMENDMENTS

(Hear, hear).
It further, sir, deals with the safe

guarding of dangerous machinery. The 
great general principals which Is 
held to apply to the production of 
evidence in cases of the nature now m 
question and which may be said to 
have become legislative in its nature, 
where such legislation is in force, is 
that the very first place shall and 
must be given to the. moral and physi
cal well-being of the working classes.

Duty of State.
And unquestionably,’ it must be con

ceded that -where any persons, whether 
male or female, are employed, a cer- 
tain distinct and' imperative respon
sibility rests upon the state, and I 
think it will also be conceded that it 
is our duty tô see that this obligation 
is properly discharged. I am not say- 
mSt sir, that the conditions which at 
the present time rule in ’ these re
spects in this province,: are such that 
employers of labor are guilty of any 
material dereliction of. duty, but it is 
nevertheléss not at all unfair to state, 
and I am now speaking from personal 
acquaintance with the construction of 
and the operation of machinery in fac
tories in this province, that the condi
tions in many instances might almost 
■be termed antiquated. Indeed, factories 
could easily foe foûnd, and not 1,000 
miles from these halls either, in which 
the machinery is in a deplorable state, 
lacking almost altogether the proper 
and effective safe-guards which were 
now always provided in modern plants. 
The shaftings, for example, are left 
unguarded, and with protruding bolts 
upon them, while dangerous machin
ery is not properly protected, 
over workingmen are not unfrequently 
obliged to oil such machinery when 
JJ m°tion, and if they decline to do 
this dangerous work it practically 
means their dismissal; although no 
person should be expected to do this 
kind of work in such conditions.

Legislation Is Necessary
Now it might be advanced that __ 

we have so far got along very well, 
legislation of this character . is not 
really necessary, but in answer to such 
observations it is quite sufficient to 
say that instances have somewhat re
cently occurred, which clearly de
monstrate the fact that legislation of 
this kind has now become, an absolute 
necessity. (Hear, hear.) It is all very 
well to mention the fact that we have 
already legislation-on the statute book 
providing for the

Government. Included the Fair 
Wage Provision in Rail

way Act

upon
now

The hon. member iBut

(From Friday’s Daily)
The provincial government yester

day brought down by special message 
a bill to amend the Constitution act, 
withdrawing the act first introduced 
end given its first reading.

The act provides for the separation 
of the department of lands and works, 
each being made a separate depart
ment under separate ministers. A 
clause is included increasing the in
demnity of members of the legislature 
from $800 to $1,200.

The bill does not provide for an 
increase in the salaries of the minis-’ 

• It is understood that provision, 
v ill be made for these in the esti
mates.

U
Hawthornthwaite^ Suggestion.

I suggest the 
for

M. Hawthornthwait 
substitution of the word “ehechaco” 
“alien.” (Laughter.) As a large num
ber of the Japanese had been natural
ized and as even a great many China
men were naturalized, the motion as it 
stood would be absolutely useless for 
the protection of white labor.

Mr. Macdonald—In the Union collier
ies labor case the privy council decided 
that legislation of this kind directed 
against aliens was absolutely unconsti
tutional. The hon. gentleman Is simply 
destroying his own legislation.

Hon. Mr. McBride—Does the hon#gen
tleman mey.n to say that in his opinion 
the use of the word “alien” courts dis
allowance.

Mr. Macdonald—I say nothing of the 
kind. But I do say that the use of thez 
word “alien” in the proposed. amend-' 
ment make this measure ultra vires in 
this house.

votes.

upon 
But what better Is Not Satisfied

Mr. Hawthornthwaite observed that 
when in 1902 he had Introduced a sim
ilar resolution, the hon. the first min
ister had voted for it.

Hon. Mr. McBride: Fixing a mini
mum rate of wage 

Mr. Hawthornthwaite :_ My motion
fixed a rate not less than $2 a day.

Hon. Mr. McBride arose smiling, and 
amid applause and some genial laugh
ter, replied: My hon. friend may rest 
quite satisfied that if the opportunity 
were given me I could explain*, even 
to his own satisfaction, 
that occasion.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite objected that 
the proposed change did not- limit the 
rate of wage to the rate which ___ 
ordinarily paid to white labor. It 
might be made to apply to $1.10 or 
$1.25, the Chinese figiire.

Mr.

The second reading of the Factories' 
îict bill, introduced by A. E. McPhil- 
Jipps, K. Cv (Islands), took place. The 
measure was supported by all three
parties. ,

The bill amending the Railway As- 
empowers the

lieutenant-governor-in-council . to 
empt railways from taxation for ten 
years after their completion passed 
committee and was reported complete 
with amendments. Both the amend
ment of Mr. Henderson, which would 
prohibit the employment of Japanese 
snd Chinese, and that of Mr. Haw- 
thornthwaite, fixing a minimum wage 
of $2.50 per diem upon railways bene
fiting by the measure, were rejected: 
In either case alternative clauses to 
have the sarye effect were introduced 
and adopted by the government. The 
iirst of these prohibited the employ
ment of “aliens” unless it was estab
lished to the satisfaction of the lieu- 
tenant-governor-in-council that other 
labor could not be obtained. The lat
ter provided for. the Inclusion of a 
“fair wage” regulation.

The third reading of the bill to 
amend the Coal Tax act was discharg
ed with the consent of the house, and 
the bill referred .back to committee to 
have clause 4 struck out. The latter 
had been introduced at the instance of 
Johp Oliver, tips member for Delta, 
but oh consideration it was found that 
the clause would, militate against the 
interests of the. province in certain 
litigation at present under way.

The bill of Mr. Mclnnis, the Social
istic member from Grand, Forks, to 
prevent discrimination against mem
bers of tratie uniôi^, was „pp fpr sec
ond reading. The debate Was 6om 
rhenced'tfy Mr. Mcffifris,0 w*o

sessment act, which Hon. Mr. McBride—Would it not be 
the same if the word “Japanese” were 
used?

Mr. Macdonald—No.

my vote on
of such acts. (Hear,. ex-

Since the policy Of the Liberal gov- 
For a number of I ernment in this connection was so well 

years ago he had introduced the Shops known the only effect which the in- 
Regulation act, whilè in addition he elusion of the proposed amendment 
had generally supported all legislation | would have, would be to have the bill 
advanced in the interests of the work- I disallowed. v
ing classes, which did not injuriously I For the purpose of making the bill 
affect our commercial interests. • But inoperative the member for Yale (Mr 
this sort of legislation was naturally Henderson) was endeavoring to intro- 
to be expected at this stage of the duce a provision which in invalidating 
game, for there never was a time when the measure would prevent the pro- 
the attention of working men was in a vince giving encouragement to rail- 
greater degree concentrated upon the way construction at a time when so 
proceedings of the legislature. The many men were out of work 
bill bore every evidence of careful Hon David Mill*»draughtmanship. The bill was read ° Dav,d Mll,s Opinion
the second time. $ Mr* Bowser

men Not Trying for Advantage
Now, I am not trying to make po

litical capital out of this question or 
take hon. gentlemen opposite at a 
political disadvantage,.and I honestly 
believe that most of the 
men opposite équally with the 
members on this side of the house 
really wish to see this railway legis
lation passed through the house in or
der that construction may begin at the 
very easliest possible moment. And I 
also kno\V that some of the hon. 
bers opposite will take my word for 
it, that, in our efforts to bring about 
this construction under the terms of 
this bill, we will most scrupulously 
see to it that white labor is properly 
protected. (Cheers.) But here, sir, as 
an act passed by this legislature five 
years ago under pressure from Ottawa, 
which practically compels the execu- 

After reciting the circtffnstances and ^ve council to see that white labor is 
To Protect Trades Unionists. the ruling in 1899 upon the same mat- not protected. And surely my hon.

John Mclnnis (Grand Forks) then tef, Hon*. David Mills concludes: friend must know that as a matter of
movéd the second reading of the bill The undersigned therefore recom- mere consistency in any arrangements
entitled An Act to Prevent Discrimin- mends that a copy of this report, if and in any “bargains that we ipay con-

Members of Tradç approved, be transmitted to the lief- dude we will most assuredly see to 
tenant-governor of British Columbia that ,the professions which in thé 

He stated that while he realized that wittl a request that he inform your past we have made on the platform 
it was impossible to entirely stop dis- excellency's government as soon as as well as through the press of the 
crimination, he had introduced - the convenient whether these acts will be country, everything will be done for 
present measure to prevent the .intro- amended within the time limited for the protection of the interests of white 
duction into British Columbia -of the disallowance by repealing the clauses labor that the conditions will permit 
nefarious card system employed in affecting aliens, andJSfcwrther, as to the Us to accomplish. (Cheers.) And, sir, 
some parts of the United States,? nota- legislation respectif# the Victoria is ik not Quite clear that if we incor-s 
bly the states of Idaho, Colorado and Terminal Railway and frerry company P°rated conditions which were at var- 
Wyoming. There the employers of by reforming the bylahv and agreement iance. with the interests of British Co- 
different mines pooled their interests therein referred to ' so as to do away lumbia, as a responsible governrtient, 
and hired their employees in common, with the provisions relating to Japan- We must undoubtedly suffer;‘and fur- 

Each man seeking employment was ese ” ther, is it not quite evident that as
compelled to answer a long list of That is to say thë government of t^le government of the day, we must 
questions. He was compelled to re- British Columbia was informed that carry out: thesé transactions in a 
nounce his allegiance to any trade it: did not strike out the clause re- pr°Per manner. And in all the circum-
union. ferring to Japanese and Chinese in stances of the case it must be taken

He was thus fettered in every way. these measures the "latter would be ^or granted by every reasonable man, 
The trade unions have been able to do disallowed. it seems to me, that this administra-
much for their members in the way of Ottawa Protects Aliens tion will see that white labor is pro-
alleviating their lot, obtaining better Pas+ PYnpri.n.. , tected, and that Orientals will be ex
wages and better working conditions, A» lu î,! clearest eluded from employment upon these
and the capitalist feared the union. U ^as the roads. (Hear, hear.) And from the
Ninety per cent, of the unfortunate 0f tIie Liberal statements which have been made by
strikes which were constantly occur- ^J>vernraent at Ottawa to protect the hon. the attorney-general, and by 
ring were caused not by the unions, SI W2f eviden^d by the re- the hon. member for Yale, who has
but by the aggressions of the capital- po, , * ^7°!?,' David Mills, then quoted from the sessional papers that
ists. Mr. Mtelnnis passed a panegyric îîiovJIn V1 ? «a? ’ on tbe*r acts of nothing has since that time been said
upon the unions and labor organiza- , iti 2* 1901’ apd 08 the result or done which qualifies the declara
tions. He was a member of one which ,a a.k ottawa to legisla- tion of the minister of justice • upon
had been criticized, through no fault | . n if1 tbis#Provinçe upon this most this subject five years ago. (Hear,
of its own, all over ttie country. He *mP°rtant subject this legislaure was hear.)
referred to the Western Federation of I forced in 1902, from fear of having its He Is Cornered
Miners. The capitalists of the western | acts’ wb*cb concerned this class of My. hon. friend is in a somewhat
states had endeavored to stamp out 1 immigration, disallowed, to bring embarrassed condition at the present ' 
this wiion, and to do so had conducted down a Railway Amendment Act, in. moment, for as a matter of fact my 
a campaign of gross misrepresenta-1 connection with the incorporation of colleague, the hon. the attorney-gen-

certain railway companies, which eçal cornered him, and he has not the 
The province of British Columbia I adopted a wording in respect to this slightest chance of escape. (Cheers.)

has had very few disputes. This was | particular subject calculated to re- his extremity the hon. gentleman
because it was the best organized of I move the danger of disallowance, cites the amendment to the Public 
any of the provinces of Canada or Now it was to be borne in mind that Work3 act and the Liquor act. But 
states of the union. It was the best this legislature undoubtedly possessed no one knows better than 
organized portion of North America, the power to enact all these acts, and gentleman himself that the policy of 
He was anxious that no strikes should the authorities at Ottawa did not pre- tbe government and, in fact, the law 
occur. He regretted to note that in tend the contrary, but simply took up of the !and is intended to prohibit the 
the Boundary country, one company, a position of firm opposition to anti- suPPlylng of liquor to, or the handling 
the Granby Mining company, was en- alien and to anti-Oriental legislation. of ÜQuor by Indians. And consequent- 
deavoring to discriminate against the Mr. Macdonald: That includes Iy ia Quite in the line of the policy
union. He could assure the Granby every white alien. which has been adopted at Ottawa to
company that their efforts would be in Hon. Mr. Bowser: He had pointed single out Indians. But in all other 
vain. The union men of the Boundary out that it was evidently the ffixed in- leglslati°n, in 1902 and in 1903, we 
country would not give in very read- | tention of the Dominion government carefully cut out all direct mention of 
ily- both as a matter of policy and as à Chinese and of Japanese in order t*iat

The adjournment of the debate was matter of law, that all acts which em- ,we mlght not run the risk of disal-
moved by Hon. Richard McBride. anated from this'legisVure and l°WanCe: <Hear- heaJ-> And in these

Coal Tax Act. I which contained such a section as was tovved"^ao^throui^h ‘’“A/At*8 Wa® tJ"
■ On the order fdr the third reading I now proposed in amendment in re- satisfied that the™ i™ duite
of the bill to amend the coal tax act, eard to this particular class of labor bills goina through whiAh 
1900, being reached Hon. Mr. Bowser would be disallowed. This fact had in that vfan? Passed
rose and said that he proposed to I become crystallized in their legislation, (Hear hear*! ' p esent * me' 
strike out section 4, as when tbe bill ln view of these facts there could only . ,
was drawn up the fact was overlook- be1 one reason for the desire of hon. .*"• slr' ase constitution and
ed that in 1905 section 5 of chapter 37 gentleman opposite to insert the very circumstances will permit us to go, we 
In the statutes of 1900 had been re- same kind of a section ln this byl, and îlfye a?d in view of the author-
pealed, and consequently section 4 of that was to make it inoperative, by t"e "ho?' the attorney-
the bill referred to words whieh no bringing about its disallowance. v"f city'. and °f the legislation
ionger had legal existence, and the I (Hear, hear.) . opposite VlTat^ of

Mr. Henderson denied that his bate, perceive the advisability of with
drawing his amendment, and of per
mitting the amendment which has 
been proposed by my colleague to pass 
the house. (Cheers.)

Question of Application.)
Mr. Macdonald held that

Hon. Mr. Bowser—If the word “Japa
nese” were used the act would be dis
allowed. The decision which was given 
in a similar case went to great lengths, 
and it was based upon the fact that the 

remarked thaf *®ord ‘Chinaman” was expressly men- 
wages differed in different localities, tlfoned. Regulation 4, which came un- 
While $2 might be paid in one place atT consideration, set out that no boy 
$2.50 might be paid in another dis- an2 no woman or girl, and no
trirt Tf a n+„ .«4 Chinaman, shall be employed, etc. Andditinns th***!^ varyrag con" lt was simply because the word “China-
ditions the first minister could count man” was expressly mentioned that the 
upon the support of his party. decision was given against this regu-

Parker Williams (Newcastle) ob- latlon. And in the case of Tommy, it 
jected that a fair wage clause was al- ^as Pointed out that the Chinese as a 
together indefinite. class. were expressly mentioned in the
mlL°miMtr'hMCBride: hon- gentle" Mr.a Macdonald—They considered that
man must be aware that it will be the while lt was the intention to legislate 
duty of the government of the day to against Chinamen the court looked upon 
see that these conditions are cirried them as being treated in the light of 
out to the letter. The Dominion gov- alien8- And the privy council has de- 
ernment has the services of an official „ tÎSÎh lef!slati<>n in this house
whose special business it is to eo Tej?JmgAWltli allen8.is unconstitutional, 
from nno IS \ 18 }° go 1 can come to no other conclusion. Thefrom one section of the country to an- amendment was declared carried on di- 
other to look into and adjust matters vision and the committee rose and re
in connection with the wages paid. ported.

When Elections Are Coming.
Mr. Hawthornthwaite : When the elec

tions are

was

Macdonaldhon. gen tie- 
hon.

More-

mem-

quoted the advice of the 
Master and Servant Act. I generlTinL^nrutn „ *rover"or-

passed.

\
as

Municipal Election Laws.
Hon. Mr. Bowser in moving the sec-" 

ond reading of the bill to consolidate 
and amend the law relating to elec
tors and elections in municipalities, ex
plained that it was for the most part a 
mere consolidation of existing legisla
tion. Only one matter which related to 
•households would in all probability give 
rise to any discussion and he hoped that 
the definition which he had framed 
house ™6et' Wl,th the approval of ; the

The bill was read the second time.
Quadra Street Cemetery.

Hon. Mr. Fulton in moving the sec
ond reading of the bill to authorize the 
grant of certain lands to the corpora
tion of the city of Victoria, explained 
that it referred to the Quadra street 
cemetery conceiving which negotiations 
had been in progress for a considerable” 
time with the city. It was proposed to 
use these grounds for park purposes, 
and ^the house could rely upon every 
possible care having been taken by the 
department to safeguard the cemetery property.

The bill was read the second time.
For New Westminster.

On motion of Hon. Mr. Fulton, the 
bill granting to the corporation of the 

°f. New Westminster certain lands 
situated within its limits to be used for 
park purposes, was read 
time.

1
ation Against 
Unions. ,coming onf (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. McBride: Even so, but it 
enables workingmen to get fair treat- 
ment.

Mr. Macdonald: That is a point in 
favor of-the Liberal party.

Hon. Mr. McBride: .T rather think 
that thiw has been due to the'efforts 
of the 4M Conservative party/ (Ap
plause and laughter.) It was the in
tention in any event that only white 
workingmen shall he employed and 
the qualification of “white” will he 
placed in the clause .

Hawthornthwaite read the 
naijies on the division list in 1902, bn 
the occasion he had mentioned, and 
quoted the names of several of the 
present members of the ligislatUre In
cluding the premier’s, on this vote 
and on this record added the hon. 
member the first minister had got 
Into office.

cases of workingmen 
who may be employed on dangerous 
work. But nevertheless it 
generally agreed 
better than cure.

-
will be 

that prevention is 
. It is true that We
have the common law, the WeiltTnerys 
Compensation Act, and the Employers’ 
Liability Act, but it is certainly far 
more preferable to take steps to pre
vent the occurrence of these accidents. 
(Hear, hear.) And to order the in
stallation of proper machinëry 
rounded by suitable and necessary 
safeguards, as a positive duty and 
obligation on the part of all employers 
in order to prevent as far as this is 
possible the occurrence of these acci
dents. (Hear, hear.) As a matter of 
fact, sir, it must be remembered that 
when actions are brought by working
men they have arrayed against them 
capital with all the skilled professional 
assistance that

M

?ani
nounced that the bill was to prevent 
We. adoption of the “card system” 
" liich had been in use in certain min
ing centres of the United States. Fur
ther discussion upon the measure was 
adjourned until today.

The bill is somewhat sweeping in its 
provisions. It ■ prohibits, subject to 
penalty, an employer or the agent of 
an employer asking or taking any 
steps to ascertain whether a man 
seeking employment is a member of 
a union.

if!

sur-
Mr. .If

/
It is unlikely that the measure will 

pass, as it is pointed out that the bill 
would prove injurious to the unions 
rather than helpful, fo’T it would vir
tually enforce the ‘‘open shop” practice 
throughout British Colümbia, and 
would prevent an employer or for that 
matter any of his employees asking a 
man if he had' a union card.

The second reading of the bill to 
Stain the city of Victoria the old 
Quadra street cemetery, passed with
out comment.

Prior to the opening of the house 
the membérs assembled at the front 
entrance and were photographed by a 
staff correspondent of a monthly mag
azine entitled Wheatlands, published 
in Edmonton:

This evidently : served in lieu of 
prayers, for the latter -jyere omitted.

The Speaker’ took the chair at 2.45
o’clock.

IPremier Explains.
Hon. Mr. McBride: If the time and 

opportunity would^èrmit I would like 
to explain the cWciimstance to the 
house, and if ! did so I am quite 
satisfied that this committee would 
Indorse my action on that occasion, 
as I can easily reconcile the (position 
which I have taken today with the 
position.which I took then. For that 
vote which I gave in 1902, like all 
my votes, was certainly cast in the 
publie interest. (Hear, hear.. And I 
am perfectly satisfied that if the then 
leader of the government had offered 
a fair wage clause there would have 
been no such opposition, but in the 
absence of such a clause I was per
fectly Justified in supporting the 
amendment now in question.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite’s amendment
was negatived ___
three Socialist members alone raised 
their hands in its favor.

Fair Wage Clause.
Hon.. Mr. McBride: I beg to move 

that the following clause, which shall 
be known as sub-section 1 of section 
2, be incorporated In the bill:

“That zsuch exemption shall only 
be^ granted, on express conditions:

1. That no aliens shall be employed 
on the railway under construction, un
less it is demonstrated to the satisfac
tion of the ljputenant-governor-in- 
council' that the work cannot proceed 
without the employment of such aliens.

"2. That every exemption from tax
ation granted under this act shall be 
subject to the conditions that the 
workmen, laborers or servants em
ployed in or about the construction 
a“d operation of the railway. In aid 
of which such exemption from taxa
tion is granted, shall be paid such 
rate _of wages as may be currently 
payable to white workmen, laborers or 
servants engaged in similar occupa
tions in the district in which such 
railway is constructed and operated." 
(Cheers..

are always at the 
command of capital, and while it can
not be alleged, that justice is not met
ed out to them in the courts, yet it 
must in all fairness be admitted that 
workingmen in such circumstances 
occupy situations, attended with much 
expense, and surrounded by many dif
ficulties. (Hear, hear.) I have now in 
mind the case of a man, who in this 
city met with an accident, which 
could never have occurred if the ma
chinery had been properly. protected, 
but it so happened that the jury, 
which fully intended to give him 9, 
verdict with damages, so answered 
one of the questions that the court 
could do nothing except record a ver
dict for the defence. And this was one 
of the unfavorable features, which at 
times arose in connection with these 
questions. (Hear, hear.) The evi
dence, however, plainly established the 
fact that a wholly unprotected bolt on 
the shafting, had been the 
cause of the accident. Another and a 
remarkable circumstance was

if
X

the second
Brings Down Papers.

Hon. Mr. McBride—I beg to submit a 
in Je^ard to certain lands in the 

vicinity of Prince Rupert and the G. T. 
P., and further to make this explaha- 
uon, that the sessional papers of 1907 

aV the other correspondence 
wmch we have on this subject.

motion of the hon., the premier, 
the house adjourned at 5:25 o'clock.

To Amend Debts Act.
A A h*11 Entitled “An Act to Amend the 
Attachment of Debts Act, 1904,” was in
troduced and read a first time. The bill 
amends the act so that money may be 
paid iato court by garnishee without 
order from the judge.

Cost of Survey Work.
sioner of lands and works the follow
ing questions :
^r* Yorston asked the chief commis
se expenditure of $48,110.44 as per 

abstract statement of revenue and ex
penditure for six months ending Decem
ber 1, 1907. 1. What firms of

I
tion.

the hon.

Increase in Indemnity
Hon. Mr. McBride brought down a 

message from his honor the lieutenant- 
governor transmitting a bill entitled an 
Act to Amend the Constitution act. 
The bill was forthwith passed through 
committee of the whole house, and 
was read the first time.

This bill contains the ^following pro
visions:

Section 10 of chapter 47 of the Re
vised Statutes, 1897, being the Con
stitution act, as enacted by section 3 
of chapter 16 of the Statutes of 1899, 
is hereby repealed, and the following 
section is substituted

The executive council of British Co
lumbia shall be composed of such per
sons as the lieutenant-governor from 
time to time thinks fit to appoint, not 
exceeding seven, and shall include the 
following officials: provincial secretary, 
attorney-general, chief commissioner of 
lands, minisfer of finance and agri
culture, minister of mines, minister ol 
publie works, and president of the 
council, of whom not more than six 
shall receive any salary.

Section 11 of said chapter 47 is here- 
I|V amended by striking out the word 
six” in the eleventh line thereof, and 

,J>' substituting therefor the 
“seven.”

Section 67 of said chapter 47 and 
amendments thereto are hereby re
pealed and the following section is sub
stituted therefor:

In each session of the legislative 
assembly there shall be payable to each 
member of the legislative assembly 
attending at such session, a sessional 
allowance of twelve hundred 
and no more. 1 .

on division. The

direct

. , brought
out in the testimony, was that while 
there were two distinct sets of ma
chinery, one part could not be shut 
down for survey

ors were engaged in this work? 2. How 
much was paid to e&ch firm of sur
veyors so engaged? 3. What work has 
been accomplished (approximately) *> 

Hon. M. Fulton replied as follow's:
Coist distbct ®Ulk‘ey VaUey" Range V”
Surveyed 53,936 acres.............
Lake and river traverse, 39 9

miles at $50.....................:..............
Adjustment of old survey, 18 7 

mllfes at $60 ....
Connection lines for

repairs or for any other 
reason unless the other part were ,also 
shut down, and that if oiling *ere 
necessary in one section and were to 
be safely done, the entire plant had to 
be closed down. And it moreover be
came evident that such a request 
would have led to the man’s dismissal.

Follows Manitoba Act 
In drawing up this bill, sir, I have 

closely followed the legislation of 
Manitoba, which was adopted in 1902 
owing to the fact that this is the lat
est act of this character, which ha-4 
been placed on the statute book of any 
province in Canadav The Ontario act 
is much older, and it is evident that 
the Manitoba legislature has taken 
full advantage of the working of pre
vious enactments, and as far as I can 
see has brought its legislation for all 
practical purposes down to date. 
(Hear, hear.)

Provision Is in particular made for 
the protection of young girls and of 
women up to the age of 18, as well as 
in the way of- enforcing sanitary regu
lations and of ensuing the moral and 
physical well-being of all employees. 
(Hear, hear.)

therefor:
$13,484.00

1,995.00

935.00
new sur

veys, 130.5 miles at K0.... 6,525.00

. „r , $22,939.00
plM ™iley-Vey" Casalar District, Kis-

..$ 5,129.00 

.. 3,126.00

matter was rendered more serious still
owing to the fact that as it stood the I amendment, if adopted, would render 
bill would injuriously affect cm tain the bill inoperative, and claimed that 
disputes as to the payment of royal- J the Liberal administration at Ottawa 
ties and other-taxes, which were pend- had since 1898 and 1899 assumed an 
ing with his department. entirely different position on this

Mr. Macdonald said he understood Question, in view of a decision whieh 
that royalties had for several years | ha-d been given by the privy council, 
past been paid by the Crow's Nest Pass I ™s entire change in policy dated 
Coal company, under protest, and en- I from 1903. The hon. gentleman in 
quired whether it was the intention support of his contention cited a num- 
of the government by this bill to do ^er of cases, which the hon. the at- 
away with royalties, and place all com- torney-general maintained were wholly 
panies which were operating in this irrelevant to the present situation.

It was Says There Are Later Rulings, 
only fair that the Crow's Nest Pass Mr. Henderson asked why the- at- 
eompanjr should be placed in the same 1 torney-general Went back so far when 
position that the other companies oc- there had been later rulings on the 
cupied; and especially so as this com- same subject.
pany being limited to a charge of $2 ) In' 1903 an act to amend the Subsi- : 
per ton at the pit s mouth, was so j dized Railways act was before the 
handicapped that it could not like house. It Included a clause not quite 
other companies increase its price. as drastic as the one at present un- 

Hon. Mr. Tatlow.—It is quite true der consideration, but to the same ef- 
that this company has paid the royal- *ect- The Dominion government had 
ties under protest, but after July 1 next allowed it1 to stand.

I confess a11 royalties on coal will be abolished. T ,Mr' Henderson also alluded to the 
that I am one of those who are rathe? Mr. Parker Will iams.-The Crow’s Fo^whVehhad ♦ &Ct m Want. Wag. Standard,
averse to passing laws, and then leav-. Nest Pass company does not at ali JÜL ït™ 1^5j Ï ‘ "° H" Mr', Hawthornthwaite moved in
ing them to be dealt with by the lieu- conform to the maximum charges of nf th» TnSi«n Sf d to any one amendment that on these contracts the
tenant-governor-in-council. Govern- $2 per ton at the pit’s mouth. 1 waS Ricw.ï z tt „ minimum wage should be fixed at $2.50
ments have much work to do, and this yesterday informed that the price of r Rmvse, nntnt^ »n't thttd,?°n" W' a day' ,, „
often and necessarily leads to dela|y, this company’s coal delivered at Fer- wero not afD»n th î ,tbe cases ■ Hon Mr McBride.—I can hardly
and consequently I have taken care nie Is $6.60 per ton; and this is only w and jh* mem- take the hon. gentleman seriously,
that this measure may become effec- consistent with the rate of $2 per ton thlt he wls "iroitetTnJ"1thed hirn.seIf ¥fhy has my hon. friend concluded
tive immediately upon the appoint- at the pit’s mouth on (he assumption S thî 8 the members that a provision of this kind should be
ment of an inspector. And while I am that the sum of $4 50 per ton is ?harg^ m? e . ncorporated in this particular bill.r per ion is Charge Mr. Henderson further referred to Why, sir,»bill after 1,111 providing for

Surveyed 25,645 acres 
Lake and river traverse

_ t 8,255.00
coast—* McGregor- Cariboo District and
^Traverse of trail from Quesnel 

to surveyed townships (Fra- ' 
ser Lake), surveyed 64,520 
acres

Mr. Macdonald Objects.
Mr. Macdonald said that aliens were 

excluded by this proposition, and pro
tested against the exclusion of white 
aliens who might be bona fide settlers. 
The privy council had decided against 

. constitutionality of legislation 
which was directed against aliens, and 
had declared that such legislation lay 
exclusively within the domain of the 
Dominion parliament. If the motion 
were so changed that it would only 
exclude Asiatics instead of all aliens, 
it would receive the support of his side 
of the house.

Hon. Mr. McBride :

word ... the hon.
the attorney-general had not been 
quite fair in the Inferences which he 
had drawn from the report of the Hon. 
David Mills, who had In reality dealt 
with this whole subject and with their 
legislation from the point of view of 
aliens; which included every man who 
was not a British subject.

Hon. Mr. Bowser:

„ $12,961.00
trict — C°lley’ Range IV- Coast dls- 
Surveyed 93.32 miles at $50 per
Survey and report on trati," Bei- 

la Coola to Ootsa Lake, (153 
miles) ......................... ..

$ 4,666.00
province upon the same basis.

Depends Upon Inspector
The length of the bill Is inevitable 

in view of the many and very import
ant matters which are involved, and 
its enforcement depends upon the ap
pointment of an inspector. A great 
deal of power is left in respect to mak* 
ing necessary regulations to the lieu- 
tenant-governor-in-council, but in 
case no such action Is taken provision 
Is made for its becoming otherwise 
operative. (Hear, hear.)

200.00I must point out 
that the Labor Regulation act of 1898 
referred simply to Chinese and Japa
nese, and not to aliens a< all.

Mr. Macdonald: It referred to spe
cific races, and that fact is admitted 
by the hon. member for Yale, whose 
amendment applies to all Asiatics.

The amendment which was proposed 
by the member for Yale was declared 
tost on division.

dollars
$ 4,866.00

No Applause "Allowed
Hon. Mr. Eberts—It has been called 
>ny attention that during the debate 

5tf relay afternoon there was a good 
"”a 1 °t applause in the gallery, and it 

ni>- duty in the circumstances to say 
" these manifestations in the future 
1 t cease. I am glad to see visitors 

•• gallery, but at the same time 
people—who are otherwise most 

me—must preserve at all times 
strictest silence, and If anyone in 

J.'dufe may infringe upon this rule 
hp my painful duty to order his 

nt removal.

Total ......... $49,021.00
Fernie Stabbing Case. ‘

Fernie, B. C., Feb. 6.—The man named 
Cameron who was so Wtdly stabbed by 
Italians on Saturday rnfeht was a time
keeper employed on the G. N. extension. 
Cameron was stabbed seriously in five 
places, but he is not so badly wounded 
as at first reported, and it is expected 
that he will recover. The two Italians 
were arrested in a shack in the old town 
early this morning.

„ We have not
the slightest intention of discriminat
ing against white settlers who have 
come here to make their home in this 
country. (Hear, hear.) I have already 
explained that in order to avoid the 
risk of disallowance and to escape 
from the censorship of the Liberal 
government at Ottawa, we are using 
the term "aliens" as the least objec
tionable. If I.am to take my hon. 
friend seriously, and used the word 
“Asiatics,” we might just as well in
sert the word “Japanese." For there 
can be no question that it- is but a 
matter of

.

Bishop of New Brunswick.
St. John, Feb. 6.—Right Rev. John 

A. Rlcharlson, formerly rector of 
Trinity Episcopal church, St. John, was 
today formally enthroned as Bishop of 
New Brunswick, the ceremony being 
performed In the cathedral at Frederic
ton. ,

Factories’ Act.
McPhillips, K.C., (The Islands). 

; inr the second redding of this
1degree between the vfrords 

“Asiatics” and "Japanese.” The pol
icy favored at Ottawa has ■ not onlv 4■r

.
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