Friday, February 1, 1907,

 SOME KNOCKOUT BL

At Meeting at Boleskin

Fabric Raised by Liberals to Affright Elector-
ate and Tear it to Tatters.

They Attack Miserable

Another nail was driven in the coffin
that will biiry the Liberal party on
Baturday, at St. Mark’s schoolhouse,
Boleskine road, last night. The meet-

ing was held in the interests of D. M.
Eberts, K. C., the Liberal-Conserva-
tive candiddte, and was most enthu-
siastic, only a solitary Liberal being
presént, the balance being strongly in
favor of Mr. Eberts.

E. B. Seawall was appointed chair-
man and introduced -as the first
speaker of the evening Hon R. G. Tat-
low, minister of finance and.agricul-
ture, who was received with cheors.

In opening, the speaker expressed
hig pleasure at meeting the large audi-
ence, and sald he thought it his duty,
occupying the pesition he did, to ex-

gin financial conditions. On Juns

0, 1908, when the present administra-
tion came into power, the province had
pressing debts of $1,000,000 and only
$30,000 in the treasury. This required
extraordinary measures, and arrange-
ments were made to secure from three
of the leading insurance companies a
loan to cover the liabilities. Upon
this being agreed upon, the lagislature
was called at the earliest possible mo-
ment and the measure placed before
tha House, and it was agreed to. ;

To meet this loan, faxes had to ke
pald, an unpopular but necessary
thing. By June 30, 1904, the balance
sheet was even, and at the end of the
next year there was a surplus of over
$200,000. The governmeént Had prom-
ised to reduce taxes when the revenue
was more than the expenditure, and
did so. First it was the personal
property tax and afterwards that on
yeal property, the latter being placed
back in its old position. 3

The opposition leador had said the
money should have been borrowed on
8 long loan instead of for ten years,
dut>John Oliver was going around the
Fraser valley saying it sheuld have
been only borrowed for two years.

Mr. Tatlow then explained the con-
ditions of the lean and that it was
now only $700,000. By an arrange-
ment with the Canadian Bank of Com-
merce, 3 per cent was allowed on all
government funds on deposit. Last
year this had realized $24,800; that
would meet all the year’s interest on
the amount left of the loan, with the
exoeption of $10,000. This year the
interest would be more ' than met.
(Loud ,applause).

‘Alluding to the charge that the

esent administration was dominated
g;, the C. P. R, he inted out that
guch was untrue. Though taxes had
been raised on the poor man, they had
been made much heavier on the cor-
poratiens. This was proved by the
fact that in 1903 that compgny paid
only $11,200 in taxes, while last year,
for exactly the same property, if -had
pald $66,600: ' (Cheers): « < &= .

The ‘charge that ‘the late ehief om-,
missioner had been given stock 'fn a
¢oal company was also false. Mr.
Green had been offered it, but refused
to accept. (Hear, hear). It had also
beea charged that the same company
had obtained leaseg in the Peace River
country. This was also untrue.
Neither that company nor anyone else
had received an acre there. Phe land |
was all covered by a reserve, to give |
ths grant promised to the Dominion
government by the Settlement Act,
and all applications had been refused.
(Applause).

Coming to the Fraser River bridge,
Mr. Tatlow said that the government
had asked for a grant of  $300,000
towards it from the Dorminipn author-
ities. It was met by the astounding
proposal that if the government would |
hand over the bridge to a private cor-!
poration a grant would be given. Not !
a cent would they give to the provin- |
cial authorities, as representing the
whole peopls, but were willing to give
$200,000 to private individuals, 170k~
ably grafters. (Hear, hear).

Bpeaking of agriculture, the minls-
ter alluded to the great advances:that
had beca made since the preseit g5y -
ernment came into power. There
were now eighteen creameries, for 'n-
stance, proiucing double the guantity
of butter as in 1802. Its value was
$600,000, against $250,000 four years
dge. Horticulture hgd, howsvyer, been
€van more prosperous. One of the |
best things introduced was a systam |
oz rigid inspection. This would result
in British Celumbia producing ‘he
best fruit in the world. (Hear, hear).
The nine nurseries in the province
would soon. be abls, to meet all re-
quirements, as in  two years there
would be a million and a half young
trees ready for the local market.

As for selling this fruit, efforts had
been made to secure the markets of
the prairie. Exhibits had been sent
to the fairs at Winnipég, Regina and
Brandon. They had not only been
successful in securing this market, but
the prairie people had been so inter-
ested ‘that many of them had crossed
the- mountains -and .come to:sece for
themselves. As a result many were
coming here to reside and invest.
(Applause). Reaching further afiald,
England had been invagded and for
two years this province had taken the
highest honors in London, and this
year in Edinburgh also. ‘Was not
this class of work, that made British
Columbia known in every part of the
world, batter than shouting on the
housetops ' that subsidies would be
given to railways amounting to mil-
lions of dollars? = (Cheers).

The timber industry had also ad-
vanced. Owing to wise legislation,
not a.log was being exported; all was
manufactured in the province. This
accounted for much of the present
prosperity, as there were now 126
mills in operation, with a capacity of
4,000,000 feet per day. Last year tha
province produced 610,000,000 feet of
Jumber, and every foot was manufac-
tured in British Columbia. (Hear,
hear).

Discussing the question of batter
terms, Mr. Tatlow said that an attempt
was being made to bring the province
under the dominance of Ottawa. For
why? The Grand Trunk Pacific had
approached Mr., McBride asking a
subsidy of 15,000 acres of land a mile.
This had been rightly refused. W.W.
B. McInnes and Judge Henderson had
not left their positions for nothing.
They were pledged to give the subsidy,
and if elected would give it. . Should
free citizens of the provinee -vote for
this, to be brought under the yoke of
Ottawa and be bled. for 15,000,000
acres of land? (No! No!) If so, vots
for the Liberals; if not, all would

Saanich constituency. (Loud and pro-
longed applause). i1

After the cheering had subsided, tha
chairman called on Mr. Eberts. He
received a most enthusiastic greeting,
being unable to speak for several min-
utes owing to the applause.

In opening, Mr. Eberts .sald  that
even if there were -no other reasons
than' thoseadvaneed- by Captain Tat-
low, the government should be sup-
ported, not only by the majority, but
by every man ‘in’the district. ' {Hear.
hear). For the past three years scur-
rility had bsen on the banner of the
opposition. His opponent was engag-
ing in this, saying the speaker was a
rogue. “Tomorrow night, however,”
he said, “I meet him hers, and will
prove him a liar or a coward. And I
want you to come hers and listen to
me do it.” (L.oud cheers).

When the Columbia & Western
railway, he said, was first proposed,
the Kootenay was almost unknown.
It was necessary to open it up by
railways, and, as a result, the revenue
rose from $25,000 in 1887 to $450,~
000 in 1902. The history of this rail-
way was as follows: In 1896,Aug:
Heinze, of Butte, came to the govern-
ment and said: “If you will give me
help, I will build ‘a smelter at Trail

and prevent the Rossland ores going!:
to the United States. The smelter had}’

been built, the ores were being treat-
ed in British, Columbia, and all the
necessary labor  employed in _this
province, ‘ ¢Hear, hear.) B AEN
Shortly afterwards the Grand Forks
district was discovered. It was then
decided to arrange for the railway be-
ing extended. This was doné to Mid-
way, right in the centre of the Grand
Forks country. A solemn contract
was made to give them a land sub-
sidy, and it had to be granted. The
opposition asserted that it was un-
nécessary to pay this subsidy, but
such was not the case. In the statute
the road was divided into six sections,
and ‘it was also provided the ‘subsidy
should be.paid as the work went on.
Three sections had been built and the
company was entitled tc its subsidy.
In g little brochure of the Liperals
it ‘was stated that the Premier and
Messrs. Hberts and Turner were;
members of the government that gave
the company lands in South East
Kootenay. ‘But they did not say that
it was recommended by W. C. Wells,
their chief commissioner, and a shin-
ing light of the Liberals; ‘and Hon.
James Dunsmuir, the present lieuten-
ant-governor, signed the  order-in-
council, (Hear, hear.) The Conser-
vatives were rogues, but the Liberals
were angels. (Laughter.) It was a
pleasure to point to a man and "say
his word was as good as his bopd. and!
British -@éfumbia’s gevermment should
have, the same said of it. 'If the wishe
es of the oppositiop ‘were carried out,|
it would be said “that not only the
government of the province Was not
as good as its bond; but neither were’
the acts of its legislature. ¥
Further; the Semlin government in|
thie King's speech of 1900, admitted;
that the Columbia & Western was|
entitled to .this land. - The = Turner:
government had also “arranged for
$4,000 per mile in lieu of the land, al-
so proving the company was: entitled
to it. Alex. Henderson, in Vancouver,
was saying now the company was not
entitled to the lands, but he was at-
torney-general in the Semlin- govern-
ment. It was right in his .view in
1500, but wrong in"1906. ‘“Henderson
has received orders from the “ma-
‘chine” at Ottawa, to take off‘his coat,
resign his “judgeship and go back on
his word of six years ago’’ (Ap-
plause.) This was one of the terrific
scandals—“giving to the Columbia &
Waestern railway the lands ‘that every
previous government had' said they
were entitled to.” (Cheers.)
Coming now: to the Kaien Island
matter, mogtipeople: thought thé Grand
Trunk Pacific people were . building
their own road, but it was really the
people of Canada. The road was get-
ting $13,000 per mile to the:Rockies
and three-quarters of the cost from
therae. west. This was estimated at
$650,000 per mile. And yet the com-
pany wanted British Columbia to give
it 15,000 acres of land per milé in ad-
dition. . The government was perfect-
ly right in refusing. (Hear, hear.)
The speaker then explained that by
an amendment to the -Land>Act of
1896 right was reserved to ‘the gov-
ernment for one-fourth of the<land in
all townsites, and this was -done in
the Kalen Island matter. g
Allegations had been made that the
agreement for these lands was not
made with - the Grand Trunk- Pacific.
This was not the case. The order-in-
council said: “And whereas - Ernest
Vietor Bodwell, of the- city of Vic-
toria, barrister-at-law, acting-. under
instructions “from; and who in this
matfer represents, the ‘Grand Trunk
Pacific railway, and is not acting in
his individual capacity.” The lands
were sold at the proper price. It was
third ‘class land and was rightly sold
at $1 per acre under the Land .Act.
But the government was anxious to
get the terminus at the only place
where there were unoccupied lands.
Port Simpson was all bought up in
1875, Kitimaat in 1898, and only Kaien
Island was left where part provid-
ing for the growth of the terminus
could be secured for the benefit of the
people.. And so, to obtain ‘this-great
potential advantage, the government
sold the -land at the legal price and
not a cent below it. The crown grant
provided that one-quarter of the lots
in the townsite belonged to the people,
and, outside the townsite, the com-
pany were compelled to divide up the
land in eighty-acre blocks, of which
the province also had its quarter.
(Loud cheers.) Suppose private in-
dividuals owned the land. Would they
not have aecepted the proposition?
“You. do not pick up termini of trans-
continental railroads every day,” Mr.
Eberts said, “and anyone with sense
would have jumped at the proposi-
tion.” (Hear, hear.) What about
Vancouver? That city proved the ad-
vantages of such a transaction,. Be-
fore the railroad camse, land could be
bought anywhere there for $100 "per
acre, but some of it was now worth
$600,000 to $700,000. The same would
come true of Prince Rupert in the
north. and British Columbia would
reap millions from it. (Cheers.)

vote for Mr. Eberts as member for the
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The Liberal party’s campaign was

i.agricultural,
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one of servility, of hunger for office.
They poséd af honest, “‘but God pro-
tect me from the  man who goes
round with honesty on his shoulder.”

Turning to. the -proposal that the
Dominion government had made, that

4 the province givé up the right to the

Indian reserve at Digby Island for
nothing, Mr. Eberts pointed out the
facts, The company had settled with
the Indians on. a  price. of $7.50 .an
acre, and then asked  the province to
give up its reversionary ~right for;
nothing. The opposition said it was
wrong to sell Kaien Island for- $1 per
acre, reserving a quarter-to the prov-
ince, but st the demand: of the Ot-
tawa “machine”  its’ members were
willing to glve up another 8,000 acres
without receiving a . single cent, or
getting any interest in the land. There
were only half -a dozen Indians left
there, and the‘land would soon revert
to the people. .. Which 'was the best
proposition,  and’ was not the Premier
right to refuse to be a party to' the
giving away of Digby Island? (Cries
of “Yes, yes.”) Reading from the Do-
minjion order-in-council, Msr. Eberts
pointed out that the Liberdls were
willing to give 13,000 acres on Digby
Island for nothing, but made scandal-
ous assertions  regarding - the much
better deal entered into’' by the prov-
ince. : :
Better terms, he continued, was a
question ' that had affected the prov-
ince for many years. It had been
taken up by Col. Prior in the Do-
minion House, and first- by R. P.
Rithet in the local legislature. It had
first been properly laid before Sir Wil-

'frid Laurier by the Dunsmuir govern=

.ment, and further representéd by suc~
‘ceeding = administrations. Between
1872 and 1901, thirty years, the people
of the province, never at any time
more than 50,000 male  adults, paid
into the Dominion the enormous sum
of $42,475,000. . There was a balance
of -$14,000,000 -in, excess of- what the
province had received thenm, and since
that time -another $6,000,000 had been
.added, making a total owing by the
Dominion of $20,000,000. - Under. these
circumstances was not the demand
.for better terms. a right one.

Prior to 1887 there had been cries
for better.terms, which had,been got
‘by some &f the provinces. Iqua. Sco~-
itia had  got them in’ 1883 with the
‘ery of “Better terms or secession!”
British. Columbia would neye¥ cry “se-
cassfon,” but it ‘would continge to de-
‘mand better terms. Wharves had
:been built all over the provinces
where there were Liberals in power,
.but all that was done for British Col-
.umbia “was a wharf at Hardy Bay,
where no one ever lands, and a
breakwater at Sidney that only lasted
‘until the first storm.came.” (Laugh-
ter.)

One thing that showed. the necessity
of better terms was the railway belt,
forty miles wide, along ~the whole
length of the €. P. R. in this proyince.
This was given to the Dominion at
Confederation to secure the building
of that railroad. Sir G. E: Cartier in
the House'sdid that this “was not only
but mineral land, and
amounted -to 50,360,000 acres ~Even at
$1 an acre this was worth $50,360,-
000.” All that was  given in ex~
change was $100,000 pér year. As
was pointed out at-the time, 2,000,000
acres of this would pay that sum, 80
this was another, $48,000,000 owing
by the Dominion. (Applause.) "

All this was known.and pointed out
by Premier McBride at the recent
conference, yet® all that, -was offered
was.:$1,000,008 .in . ten' anpual, ingtal-
ments. Wag he mot- right;in: refusing
to. accept it2 - :((¥es, yes.) . Yes; he
was; it was only exactly:..the same
sym the present governne had to
horrow when- it came int wer. The
northern country -had to, be ened
up; the Dominion owed a much larger
amount than offered, and it would
have been the act of paupers to ac-
cept the paltry sum offered by the
conference of premiers. “Are we not
entitled to better terms?” asked Mr.
Eberts -of the only Liberal present.
“Yes,” answered that-gentleman, “buw
it is not a party question.”

“Oh, isn’'t it?” retorted. the speaker.
“If so, why did-McInnes say we would,
never get better terms until a Liberal
government held .the , reins - in this
province? (Loud cheers,). - If we nev-.
or get a dollar, we will never return &,
Liberal government. unden such con-
ditions. We may not get better terms
vet, but the men of British Columbia
will never bend' their necks under th
yoke of.Ottawa.” (Cheers.) »

M#, Eberts * concluded a  brilliant:
speech by referring in glowing terms
to the graat,pote‘ntialitie_s of Vancoy-
ver Island.. He pointed out.its miner-
al and lumber, resoirces, ~As for the
latter, he said, the. freight on it alone
would pay -interest and_ sinking fund
on.a railway.from Edmonton to the
Island. This was 2 big proposition,
but a true one. -The: early surveys
showed a splendid route, across the
province down Bute Inlet to Frederick
Arm. It wae only a 13-mile . ferry
along Nogales Channel. to the -Island,
and certainly conditions, warranted. it.

If elected, Mr. Eberts said, he would
do all-in his power: to. get that line
brought to Victorda.. (Loud: and pro-
longed cheering.) -~ Further . cheers,
with . tigers thrown.dn, -for the -King,
Hon. Richard sMcBride, Hon. R.
Tatlow, D. M. BEberts, and -the chair-
man, upon which an extremely suc-
cessful meeting terminated.

MR, MEKAVS STATENENT
N REGARD TO-STOCK

Agrees With That of Mr. Green
—Shares Offered Were
' Not Received

Nelson, Jan, 28.—Neil F. McKay,
who was in Nelson yesterday, said:
s“With reference to the charges made
by the Vancouver World, T wish to
say that Mr. Green's statement as to
how Bir Adolphe Caron was. asked to
issue stock in the Transcontinental
syndicate is absolutely correct. At the
same time I was not, nor was I for
months afterward, connected with the
jands and works department. I em-
phatically deny that this stock was to
be held in trust for Mr. Green, or that
he was to be in any way interested
therein. I may add that whether is-
sued ‘or not, no such stock has ever
been received by me.”

ERNELISP \

Montreal Y. M. C. A.

Montreal, Jan. 28.—In view of the
recent purchasé of its property for the
purpose of erecting a mammoth. hotel
on the east side of Dorhinion square,
the Y. M. C. A. has secured a site on
Drummond street, north of St. Cath-
arines, for the erection of a new .$300,~
000 association building.
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Two Telegrams That Show. Falsi-
ty of Latest Liberal Scsn-
“dal Production. *
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Relping tohurl them
,,Ps'i's-g Hikbert T:Kr
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letters in this (Green-Caron)
soanfhl, and he gave them out.
_He. is; not. supporting the gov-
ernment. . He said:! fi1f  stand
aside ‘and let the party bepurged
clean.’ Is this ‘statement of
fact? Rush answer.

COLONIST.
.
Vancouver, B. C., Jan. 28.
Colonist, Victoria, B. C.:
I have no letter and gave none

out. :
CHARLES H. TUPPER.
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SOBIALISTS TELL (OF
LIBERAL  TRCKERY

JH. Hawt‘hornthlwaite Addresses
a Well-Attended Meeting
at A.0. U.W. Hall

2

“I've been -reading 'the Times, that
wretched little .. capitalistic. rag, and,
find I'm accused of preventing the
defeat of the Conservative party. I
issue'a challenge and-defy any Liberal
or Labor man to show,me. any vote in-
the legislature .where . tha  Soclalists,
have prevented the defeat of the Con-
servative party.”

So said J.. -H.. Hawthornthwaite,
Socialist leader,. at .a meeting of
Socialists held last riight at A O. U. W.
Hall. He 'sdid -further: -

“Look at the position of the Lib-
erals. = We-“absolufely refuse to lne
up with them to-support their desplc-
abla: course” “Read their ' organ, the
Times; ' read what it said at the time’
the last House commenced 1its ses-
sions. - It.said:then the Soclalists were
bound to .support the: Liberal party,
‘because the Socialists take the same
position as the Ldiberals: ~What -were
‘the .facts? The Conservative: party
stands for capitalism.:-: There ‘is: no
shumbug. They. . believe in the evolu-
‘tion of capital. @The Liberal shakes
his head about capitalistic production
;and says it requires reformation. The
najge Liberal may,-sound good, but it
stgnds for capitaligtic. production. The
‘Timas, has said. again.and again .we
could’ defeat the. government. I caught
J. A, Macdonald pn the platform at
Rossland. I had introduced forty re-
form bills, Th’eéé erals, with ' the
‘aid of the Socialists, could have car-
ried those bills. :g‘s a_matter of fact’
thrae -quarters ‘of them ‘were  defeatdd,
not’alche by the’ servativés,; but by
the m&jority off the®Liberals, 2

“Mr, Macdotfald had aSked why the
Socialists did not iine up - with Lib-
erals. to. make latge’ corporations pay
increased taxatien.s. A ratroactive
measure had been brought -forward.
Ordinarily "J." A. Matdonald was not'a
good speakar. to..lfsten to. .He was a
poor speaker, and-a ‘poer speaker in a
bad cause is.a bad man to listen te.
¢But in this instance he became elo-
quent. The company of which he is
the paid agent+and.).asg:a lawyer le
can, of ‘course, itRKe: . fees—was ex-
empted from paying $18;000' taxes.

“Liberals may talk reform, but when
the: timve :¢amnes; fp¥ sthem™ to ‘work in
the interest “of regqhm, they are. lined
up  with “capital. = '*"What - have ‘they
done?

“There is John "Oliver, great sage of
the Delta. He. introduced an amend-
ment to the Poldpning“Act—to pravent
the poisoning of tomcats.

Billy MtInnas—wWihdt &id he do?' He
prevented the wandering around of
scrub bulls; thgtlwas all he did for
his community.

Mr. Hawthornf¥waite--gave another
reason for the coming of Mr. McInnes
from Ottawa.: It ‘Wwas that living was
too dear: in: the ¥Yukon—baled hay cest
$120 . a bhale. .. Mr. Hawthornthwaite
said in this regard: ;

“It has been siggested that I am
that hot- character‘iwho .would haul
down the British flag and wash it up
a little. I'm accused of causing the
cold snap, keeping“the Liberals out of
power and the Comrservatives in office.
Digkie McBride has-been saying, I see
by the Colonist, that 43 Conservatives
will be elected 0\1‘5_ of 42, and the
Times says-similarly with regard to
the Liberals. 'We'find judges getting
off the berich, governors leaving ‘their
My old friérd .Billy Mclnnes,
the aurora ‘borealis of the north, the
northérn light, has issued a challenge,
and I'm golng to take him up. I was
puzzled why he' {eft ‘the Yukon, but
T’ve solved the Problem. I was at
Comox, where a Liberal got on the
platform, and-said the thing was easy
to explain. He said it cost a lot more
to live in the Yukon—baled hay cost
$120 a bale there. (Loud laughter.)

“I've seen BiHy: McInnes since he
came back. He looks fat and com-
fortable. ' I'll' ‘give ‘him -credit, if he
is a Liberal, he’s»not such a jackass
as to live on baled hay.”

Messrs. Waters, Johnson, Marcon
and Dr. Ernest Hall were invited to
speak. ‘The first two accepted, the
latter was absent. ‘Mr. Johnson pro-
tested that independent Labor men
stood as much for workingmen as did
Socialists. Their: ultimate aim was
that workingmen should receive the
full product of their labor. He dif-
fered with the 'Socialists, and had
never heard themn agree as to the
methods by which the goal could be
obtained. He didn’'t believe in fight-
ing each other, and proposed harmony,
that workingmen support both Labor
candidates and  Socialists. He - in-
tended ta speak on labor’'s relation -to
other parties and labor and religion
at future meetings. .

Mr. Arnasson acted as chairman.

——0—
CAMPAIGN, IN. COMOX

Mr. Grant Will Secure Large Majority
in Cumberland |

Cumberland, Jan.””26.—~Cumberlard
Hall.was crowded last night with the
largest audience ever assembled here
at a political meeting, to hear Mr.
Blakemore' speak” on' behalf  of Mr,
Grant and the | overnment. Every
seat ‘was. occupied and scores had .to
stand. J. F. Matthews, president. of
the. Conservative ; Association,” .was -in
the chair. :

Captain Dillon; the first” speaker,

& B, 2

| his  allotted time had  expired,

’.‘ dwart on. the personal popularity of

the candidate, the goveérnment’s at-
tention to- the needs of the constitu-
eney- and the satisfactory solution of
the school difficulty.

J. B. Bennett, the Liberal candidate,
spoke for nearly an hour, devoting
most .of his time to personalities and
a viglent attack on R. F. Green, Wl:gn

e

chairman allowed him fifteen minutes
éxtra, in which Mr. Bennet condemned
the. financial. polic; of the govern-
ment, sneered at Hon. Mr. Tatlow as
a heaven-sent genius, and extolled Mr.
Molnnes.  His' speech was received
with” many tokehs of disapproval for
its temper and bad taste,
* Mr. Blakéniore récelved 'an ovation,
which was reépeated at the close of the
meeting. * It was on’ all “hands-de-
élared to be one of the ablast deliver-
ances ever ‘heard in Cumberland.- He
digcussed in fullest detail the Colum-
bia & *Westetn, the financial policy,
industrial ;rosperlty, Kaien Island,
Digby Island, better terms and Ottawa
interference. His stinging attack
aroused. the fury of the few Liberals
present, and the chairman had to quell
the opposition. The speaker con-
cluded with a scathing indictment of
opposition tactics and lack of policy.

The mesting was carried away with
enthusiasm, and almost to a man
cheered for Mr. Grant. Mr. Bennet's
vote around Cumberland will be. in-
considerable.

DISTURBANGE CREATED
T K COMOX MEETING

Violent Language of Liberal Can-
didate Resented by Many
in Audience -

Union Bay, Jan. 28.—The organized
disturbance of Conservative meetings
and the expenditure of money  are
characterics of the Liberal campaign
in Comox district. These tactics have
been  everywhere in evidence.

Courtenay on Saturday night wit-
nessed the most exciting meeting ever
held in the valley. The hall was packed
and many could not find seats. Mr.
Bennet' opened with a repetition of
his' violent dttacks on Mr. Grant and
thHe other Conservative speakers and
gross personalities. The audience was
greéatly enraged. Men rushed for the
platform,  yelling: ‘‘Take it" back,”
“lar,” .and for half an hour pandemon-
ium reigned. Mr.
his ‘obnoxious remark about Mr.
Grant, ‘but was so cowed by the storm
he had raised that the balance of his
speech lacked coherence and point. He
collapsed suddenly.

Mr. Blakemore's rising ‘was the sig-
nal for a determined effort to prevent
the Conservative speaker being heard.
For nearly an hour the organized op-
position continued, but the determin-
ation of. Chairman Crawford and the
persistence. of the speaker won out,
and for another hour his address was
followed with  close attention, and his
defence of the candidate and the gov-
ernment was loudly applauded by two-
thirds of the audience. . He severely
scored Mr. Bennet for his lack of man-
ner§ and ignorance of his subject. He
denounced McInnes’ appearance . in the

for his” Teaving Yukon the request for
his 'didHfissal sent to Sir Wilfrid Latr-
fer from "Wukon sigried by the prasi=
dent’'‘and! secretary of the Liberal as-
sociation.: <Aft

A-farmer stated that until a man had
paid fifty cents towards the "Liberal
club fund,” he could not get work on
the federal river improvements done
last ‘year:. - A voice in the rear of the
hall- corroborated- this, and the state-
ment went unchallenged by the Lib-
erals. - 2

The. general opinion is that many
votes were turned Conservative as the
result of the Liberal tactics at the
meeting. Prominent Socialists are bit-
ter on account of Liberal press com-
ments on them. All accounts agree
that a large majority will be given
Mr. Grant in Comox and the north, en-
suring a big total for him.

TWO HUNCRED MINERS
KILLED BY EXPLOSION

Fire Damp Causes an Appalling
Disaster in a Prussian
Coal Mine

Saarbrucken, Rhenish Prussia, Jan.
28.—About two hundred miners were
entombed early -this morning at 'the
Redan shaft by an explosion of fire
damp. “One hundred and sixty-four
corpses and many injured miners have
been taken. out.

The explosion occurred 2,300 feet un-

is the greatest mine disaster
known in the Saar region.

the day shift, but about four hundred

shaft, which communicatés with the
Redon underground.

At a late hour tonight it was still
uncertain how many workmen were
still in the mine, the reéports being di-
vergent. The entrance ‘to the gallery
underground is
horses.

Heartrending scenes are witnessed
among the thousdands of persons, most-
ly members of the families of the min-
ers, who are gathered about the mouth
of the shaft. Most of the bodies
brought to the surface are mangled
beyond recognition, but as they are
carried out, moans and sobs from the
assembled relativés rend the air.

The mine inspectors this evening or-
dered the rescuers to their homes, and
to hold themselves
further orders.

full report of the disaster be sent him.

Montreal’s New Postoffice
Montreal, Jan.

acting minister of public
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works, have decided
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A: GreatvElevator

the Grand"

elevator in the world. The
built of concrete and steel, and will be
entirely fireproof. The elevator will be
built at the mouth of the Mission river,
the ‘terminal of the G:*T. P,

Bennet withdrew"

local™ field and gave as hig reason.

derground, and is one and a quarter
miles from the floor of the shaft. It
ever

About 600 men entered the mine for

of them escaped through the Bildstock

blocked with dead

in  readiness for

Empéror William has ‘ordered that a

3 28.—Hon. Rodolphe
Leémieux, postmaster general, and Hon.

Montreal
shall have a postoffice worthy of the

cannot buy the Gazette office they will
build on the opposite side of St. James

Port Arthur, Ont., Jan. 28.—Bennett
and McQueen, elevator builders of this
place, have received’ a c¢ontract from o
runk Pacifi¢ ‘railway for
the construction of the largest grain
capacity
will be close to ten millions. It will be
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A CONSERVATIVES
+ ARECERTAIN OF VIGTORY

Stimulated to Efforts to Present Big Four With
Handsome Majorities---Slander Slogan Silenced
and E,ovemment

Record Approved

The assurance of a general sweep
of the Mainland which Premier Mec~
Bride gave to the Conservative work-
ers when he addressed them last Sat-
urday night after his return from a
tour of the interior has had a marked
effect on the local campaign, and yes-
terday this was noticeable in the in-
creased confidence of government
supporters and the willingness of some
Liberals to admit that their fight in
}ge city of Victoria was almost hope-

S9,

The reports handed in to campaign
he&dquqrters, show that it is now only
& question of how large the majorities
will be in favor of the Big Four.

The Conservatives of Victoria, feel-
ing that the Mainland will roll up a
large majority in favor of the Mc~-
Bride administration, are determined
that the Capital City shall be right
to the front with one of the strongest
of endorsations to be found in the bal-
lot boxes on the night of Feb. 2.

Premier »McBride left yesterday
morning for Vancouver and the Fraser
Valley constituencies. He will return
on Friday to deliver his final message
to the electors on the eve of polling
day, and on that occasion his support-
ers may expect to hear him effectively
silence’ the last faint sound of the
slander slogan that has been used by
the enemy ever since the opening of
the campaign.

Throughout his tour of the Main-
land the premier met all the opposi-
tion that ¢ould be induced to aph
pear on the sameé platform ‘with him,
.and even went out of his way ‘to put
the quietus on Smith Curtis andoth-
ers who, believing themselves safe in
remote parts, reiterated the charges
that had been refuted to the complete
satisfaction of the enormous gather-
ings in the centres.

It was @ case of absolute vindica-
tion all ‘along the line of the mosf
triumphal tour ever experienced by a

political leader in British Columbia

t was not, however, S0 much tig
refutation of slander as it was tie
record of the government, unreservec.
ly submitted, that appealed to
great masses of voters in the countr,
where the mineral and timber indus-
tries are thriving as never before, a:
where the agriculturist is happy in t
possession of abundants fruits of
fertile soil.

These electors who were far too nu-
merous for the public hall accomm-
dations, were always remarkably
thusiastic in their greetings and '
pronounced in their expressions of ap.
proval and appreciation.

The financial achievements of the
government through which deficits hai
been changed into surpluses and a
high credit established for the prov.
ince; the fairness and equity of ti
School act; the splendid business deg)
with the Grand Trunk Pacific in re-
gard to Kaien 1sland; the defeat of
charter mongers as illustrated by the
truth of the Midway and Vernon can-
cellation; the honest settlement of the
Columbia ané Western land claim;
successful advertising of the agr
tural resources of the province toge
er with effective efforts to attract
settiers; the Better Terms question:
the careful consideration of the inter-
ests of all classes; and the wise leg-
islation that had encouraged capital,
protected labor, and brought about a
wonderful increase of industrial actiy-
ity, particularly in the lumber line,
were all exhaustively explained. Based
on all these the premier’s appeal for
a continuation of public confidence in
his administration as against an un-
tried and questionable combination of
fairweather politiclans, some of whom
wera projected .into the campaign by
the ~ ‘Ottawa machine, invariably
brought a verdict in "his favor so
strong that no minority voice could be
distinguished.

75 UNHOLY DESIRE
70 CONTROL PROVINGES

True Inwardness of Dominion
Government’s British Co-
lumbia Tactics

Ottawa, Jan. 28.—The Ottawa Jour-
nal, one of the best written papers. in
the Dominion, speaking of the British
' Columbia election, says tonight:

“In support of Mr. Foster’s ‘conten-
tion that the Dominion government is
showing an unholy desire to obtain
control of as many provincial govern-
ments as possible, it is a fact that the
government is taking excessive pains
to insure the election of a Liberal
government in British Columbia. It
brought Mr, Mclnnes, from his. gov-
ernorship of the Yukon to Ottawa, in-
duced his resignation and sent him
back to the odast to lead the provin-
cial Liberals against the McBride gov-
ernment. With him went Duncan Ross,
M. P. for Yale-Cariboo, and who shall
say what sinews of war? . But that
discussion of ‘the merits and demerits
of .the Dominion government’s policy
should be -almost : continuously be-
fogged by lugged in reprisals in the
shape of condemnation of- actions of
governments ‘of the provinces showing
a Consgervative majority, is a condi-
tion which indicates that the Domin-
ion parliament today is drifting far
from the principal of federal union on
which the Domingion constitution is
based. It is a condition which is not
lofty, and it is. surprising that any
political party could find it even tem-
porarily useful.”

Mr. Borden was informed today that
Judge Henderson resigned by Iletter
on Jan. 17. His resignation was ac-
cepted on the same day. Mr. Taylor
will inquire the date of Mr. MclInnes’
resignation,

LILLOOET SAFE

Mr. McDonald Quite Certain of Car-
rying the District

Lytton, Jan. 28.—Hon. F. J. Fulton
and Martin Burrell arrived here last
night from Lillooet. Mr. Burrell
speaks at Golden today and Mr. Ful-
ton went to Nicola. Successful meet-
ings were held in Lillooet riding and
the “McDonald re-election is a practi-
cal certainty.

IN COLUMBIA DISTRICT
Mr. Parson Assured Heavy Vote at
Rogers’ Pass.

Golden, Jan. 28.—A large meeting
was held last night at Rogers Pass,
principally attended by railway men
and the old snow-fighters of the
mountains. Mr. Parson, the Conser-
vative candidate, addressed the meet-
ing, as also did F. P. Armstrong, the
president of the Golden Conservative
agssociation, and Mr. Lewis of Vie-
toria. All the speakers were cheered
again and again. Mr. Wells, the Lib-
eral candidate, although invited, was
not present, and the impression is
that he has cold feet and dare not
meet a supporter of the present gov-
ernment on the platform. The meet-
ing closed with hearty cheers for the
King, Premier McREride, Harry Par-
son and the present administration. F.
H. Corson. the old Conservative war-
horse, presided and handled his du-
ties ' in a most able manner.

London. Election Scandal

Toeronto, Jan. 28.—The London elec-
tion case was today traversed until
the May assizes, but a change of
venue was refused by Mr. Justice
Clute.

Burial of Senator Alger
Detroit, Mich., Jan. 28.—The funeral
of Senator Russell A. Alger was held
this' afternoon from his home in Fort
Streéet West. The interment, which
was accompanied by military honors,
was made in Elmwood cemetery./

MR. GREEN'S TRIUMPY
AMONG KASLO CITIZENS

His Words Carry Weight—NMr.
Macdonaid’s Speech Very
Coldly Received

Kaslo, Jan, 28.—The Liberal meet-
ing here tonight, addressed by the op-
position leader, developed into a great
Conservative rally. . Mr, Green/s - ex-
planation of the various scandals that
have been charged against him by
the.gpposition press and speakers waus
fully ;accepted as satisfactory, and the
audience cheered him to the echo.

When Mr. Macdonald took the plat-
form he denied that the , opposition
were carrying on & campaign of
slander, and in the next breath re-
peated. the slanderous statements that
have been given such wide publicity,
and added further misrepresentations
of the actions of the members of the
government.

In the midst of his tirade of calum-
ny. a large majority of the meeting
interrupted him with cheers for tho
Conservative candidate.  His address
must have been a disappointment to
even . his warmest friends.. As an ex-
position of the pelicy of a party com-
ing from the mouth of-. its leader
nothing could have = been a. greater
failure, and then he -himself shared
the effects :0f his antagonistic audi-
ence in the lameness of his remarks,
and admitted -that their only policy
was one of criticism and -fault-flnd-
ing. He closed without touching on
any question of importance, such as
better terms, or telling what the Lib-
erals would do if they attained power.

Tonight’s meeting demonstrated one
thing very clearly, that Neil McKay
will be Kaslo’s next member, and that
the people of this district. take no
stock in the campaign of slander car-
ried on by the Liberal press and
speakers in this campaign.

THE INSULT TO YMIR

Hedley, B. C., Jan.: 28.—The re-
cent speech delivered here by R. W.
Grigor of Rossland, the Liberal or-
ganizer, who declared that the elec-
tors of Ymir were corruptible, has nw;
tended to aid the candidature ©
Smith Curtis, the Labor-Liberal can
didate.

Following is a verbatim extract
from the deliverance of Mr. Grigor:
«I am sorry Mr. Shatford is not h
and that he is not represented on
platform. For this reason I will
say much, but later on I will
more to the electors of Hedley. i

“The Similkameen should be prout
to have a man like Smith Cur
Ymir wanted him, but in Ymir ridirz
certain influences, to my knnwlnﬂ:
are willing to put up money to ¢~
feat Mr. Curtis, and they are puttin®
money into Similkameen. Mr. Cw
tis has taken the nomination in Sim
kameen instead, and why, Mr. Chair-
man? Because you cannot buy
voters in Similkameen, and you &
buy them in the Ymir riding.”

—_—0
The Late Mr. Blair
Ottawa, Jan. 28.—The funeral of the

A. G. Blair took place at 2:30 today. e
was a large attendance. Rev. Dr, Herr
performed the funeral services at tl
residence of the deceased. Members 0
cahinet and members of the Commor
Senate were all represented. Althou
family asked that no flowers be sel
were a number of wreaths ordere(
friends living at a distance from Otfa:
The remains were laid in a vanlt at Bet
wood cemetery.

pi N G —
Trade Mark for Canada

Ottawa, Jan. 28.—Hersford, Ca
dian agent at St. Kitts, says cons
erable. apprehension is being
among sugar producers at the
posed increase in duty on raw i
of seven and a third cents per hund!
pounds, which it is feared will entir
ly neutralize the advantage of pref
ential trade. Agent Jackson at L.
strongly advises a distinctive Car
dian trademark, to go on all prml\v.»
sent abroad. He suggests a maple
with the words, “made in Canac
Denmark has a distinctive mark &
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Ireland has just adopted one.
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