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THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

Some time ago the Coronisr chal-
lenged the opposition press to point out
wherein the provincial government had
failed in the discharge of its public
duties, or done anything to forfeit the
confidence of the people which it has
hitherto enjoyed. There were a few
spasmodic  attempts.. to meet the
challenge, but so convincing were the
rejoinders of the CoLonisT that the at-
tempt of the opposition was wholly
abandoned, and the leaders determined
to formulate a platform of their own—a
wise conclusion in principle, although
they made a sad mess of the matfer in
practice.

It may be said without fear of suc-
cessful contradiction that the policy of
the government has been highly suc-
cessful, and while there may be differ-
ences of opinion on some matters of
detail, there can be none on the general
principles of that policy; and thegeneral
manner in which it has been carried
out. Possibly some things have not
been done as some persons thought they
_ought to be; possibly some things have
been done in one way that might, in the
opinions of some' people, have been
better done in some’ other way; but in
everything there has been a painstaking
desire on the part of the government
and all its members to discharge their
onerous duties 8o as to advance the best
interest of the province, and their efforts
have been crowned with success.

This policy has during the last eight
years given the province a standing in
the financial world. Eight years ago
British Columbia had no public financial
status properly so called. This does not
mean that it had no credit, but simply
that its credit was an unknown factor
on the London Stock Exchange. Now it
has a regular standing and its credit is of
the very highest. This is not the result of
accident, but is due to careful work on
the part of the government, and especi-
ally of the Minister of Finance, who,
through bad times, when the revenue
was small, as well as through those later
and more prosperous times, has handled
the credit of the province with consum-
mate tact. Hon. Mr. Turner has the
gatisfaction of knowing that his manage-
ment in this respect has received the
heartiest endorsement of the most capa-
ble judges, and he can point to the quo-
tations on the Stock Exchange to prove

that their good opinion has a solid|

foundation.

- Itis quite trme that new obligations
had to be incurred, but it is conceded on
all sides-to have been wise policy to bor-
row money: for public improvements.
Railroads, highways, bridges, school
houses and public buildings have been
erected in all parts of the province.
Much care had fo be exercised in these
matters. The province was and is yet
in a transition state. It has been diffi-
calt, and is still in many cases difficult,
to know exactly where roads should be
made and where public buildings should
be erected. The location of mining towns
was and is yet uncertain. What was a
wilderness one year became a busy cen-
tre the next. What is a wilderness now
may be a thriving town next year, In
some localities these questions are set-
tled, and in those the government is pro-
ceeding rapidly with public improve-
ments.

The condition of affairs all over the
province shows that the goed work of
the government is bearing its legitimate
fruit, and every section is in a position
to take advantage of the coming devel-
opment. As rapidly as new demands
arise, the government is meeting them
successfully. It would be utterly power-
less to continue to do this if it had not
established the very highest credit in
the money centre of the world; but,
thanks to.this having been done, British
Columbia can get, on the most reason-
able terms, whatever money it may re-
guire to inaugurate a thorough system
of public works in every section where,
and as rapidly as, they are mneeded.
This is a matter of supreme importance.
This province has enormous resources.
It has come to the front with wonderful
rapidity. The eyes of the world are on
it, and during the next year its develop-
ment will receive an unprecedented’im-
petus. To get the best. and quickest
results from this, the government must
be in a position to act promptly and deal
liberally with public improvements.
This it can do, if the legislature sees fit
so to authorize, for the money market
will respond to any reasonable request,
based upon a policy of public improve-
ments. Indeed, we may say without
exaggeration that while the responsibil’s
ties resting upon the government at this
particular time are scarcely less than
those of the Dominion government, as
to their ultimate results, the stand-
ing of the province is equal to their
requirements. .
At the present moment there is not a
district in the province that is not re-
ceiving attention with the above object
in view, and while we freely admit that
many of the rapidly developing portions
require public expenditures, which can-
- not be made on the intant the necessity
is brought to light, we claim that the
government is doing all that could be
expected by reasonable men even in such
cases. It must be remembered that it
does not do to' comply with every de-

soon as it is made. Sufficient time must
be allowed to elapge to show if the ap-
parent necessity is a real one. As this
is shown the government stands ready
to meet every emergency and can get
the money to do it.

Under these circumstances it is not
surprising that the Times has abandon-
ed its flabby attacks upon the govern-
ment’s policy and resorted to personal
attacks upon the ministers. It charges
Mr. Turner with being false to his
friends and the next day expresses pity
for him for having to stand by those
same friends. One day it has the mem-
bers of the government banded together
like brothers by a loye of plunder; the
next they are represented as going
around after each other with knives up
their coat sleeves, The Times need not
worry. If it wants to see a truly happy
political family it will find it on the
other side of James Bay. - Mens conscia
recti, an appreeciation of the splendid op-
portunities before the province and
pride in faithfully discharging the very
grave responsibilities which they entail,
perfect confidence in each.other and a
knowledge, that they enjoy, the confi-
dence and regpect of the legislature and
the country both personally and politi-
cally, lighten the labors of administra-
tion, which are daily assuming greater
magnitude, and make the ministers in-
different to such silly, false and disrepu-
table assaults as the Times indulges in.

THIS HAPPENED IN MARS.

A man, who was called Synagogue, by
his fellow Martians, once engaged
in politice. He was consumed by
 the notion that everything on Mars had
gone wrong, much for the same reason
that to a very bilious person the whole
world looks yellow, and so he offered
himself on the altar of his country.
Now, Synagogue likewise ran a news-
paper, and the newspaper Iauded him
and vilified his opponents in all moods
and tenses. But the people did not feel
called upon to accept Synagogue in any
capacity whatever, He asked them to
elect him to the local legislature, but
was “trun down,” as they say in the
Bowery, So likewise was he *trun
down’’ when he offered himself for par-
liament, the which happened on divers
and several occasions, and so frequently
that one of the Tyee Muck-a-Mucks at
the capital of the country remarked as
follows, to wit: ¢ Synagogue has bis
gall with him if he thinks we want him
after the people have said three times
that they do not.”

Now, there was in the land a local op-
position, and Synagogue said within
himself: ¢ Behold, I am the opposition
and without me the opposition is nei-
ther in it nor in on it.” But it happened
that the men, who were in fact the oppo-
sition, met one day to devise a thing
called a ‘platform, and Synagogde was
not invited to be present at the framing
thereof, for they said to themselves,

Muck of the capital city, that the advice
of a man whom the people had rejected
as often as he offered his services was
worth very little. Therefore, when the
platform was framed, Synagogue pro-
ceeded forthwith to demounce it as no
good. i

There was likewise an official in the
land known as the Speaker, and the
Speaker was imbued with the idea that
without him the opposition was * nit,”
and he declared himself to be the op-
position, and pronounced all others
spurious, unless they possessed certain
ear marks, which none but he could
identify. At this Synagogue was exceed-
ing wroth and deridéd the Speaker with
language of violence and called on him
to resign his seat in the legislature,
knowing full well that if he did he could
never be re-elected.

And in the order of things it occurred
that a certain high office was about to
become vacant, and Synagogue said to
himself,  Behold, nature constructed
me to wear & Windsor uniform.” But
no one else, who had any influence any-
where, thought that the right to wear
the uniform should be given him, where-

These  things caused Synagogue to
gnash with his teeth and ‘ get himself
so chock-full of pisen that if he’d bite
hisself he’d die,” and from day to day he
expressed himself violently in his paper,
without regard to truth, congistency or
anything else, And the government at
which his attacks were directed simply
laughed  at- him, and the more  they
laughed the madder he got. And that’s
about all it amounted to.

Now, all this happened in Mars, and
if any one is misled by its resemblance
to. certain contemporary events to sup-
pose it happened in Victoria, he is mis-
taken, for there is no one here named
Synagogue.
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It is right to be conservative in all
things, but the Canadian Trade Review
rather overdoes the matter in connection
with the Klondyke. To describe the
Yukon as a land of death and desolation
is to use the language of extreme exag-
geration. To state that there ‘‘are
already two thousand graves’’ in the
Klondyke camp, exhibita a freshness
that is ludicrous. To be sufficiently
green to accept for a single instant that
nonsensical Montana story about the
gold that was brought out having been
taken from the bodies of dead men,
makes one wonder if the editor ought
any longer to be allowed to be at large
without a guardian, "

mand for a road or a public building as

after the manner .of the Tyee Muck-a-|

THE SEALING QUESTION.

The London Times discusses the
American request for the reopening of
the sealing question, and its views will
be of interest. If eays, in the first place,
that Secretary Sherman’s bad manners
‘“‘ought not to affect our judgment
of the real questions in dispute.”” The
Paris award of 1893 decided against the
United States on all questions of law and
fact, declaring that the United States
had no exclusive right or exclusive juris-
diction in Behring Sea, and no propri-
elary rights in the seals, but admitting,
what was never disputed, that they had
dominion over the seals when on the
Prybiloff islands or within the ordinary
three-mile limit. The award specifically
declared that outside of this limit ‘¢ the
United States has not any right of pro-
tection or property in the fur seals fre-
quenting the islands.” This being the
case, there remained only the question
as to what protection should be given to
geal life in order that, in the interests of
an important industry, the herds should
not be exterminated. As the Times says,
eves pince 1892, the British .government
has been willing ‘‘to make reasonable
arrangements, equitable to both "Ameri-
can and British fur sealers, for
the protection of the fur seal. It is the
interest of both parties that the seal
should not be exterminated,and we were
and are ready to take measures with this
object, provided they are framed in good
faith and not in order to benefit the les-
sees of the Washington government at
the expense of our Canadian fellow-gub-
jects.” Inpursuanceof thisunderstand-
ing the commissioners drew up a code of
regulations, and ‘“we showed our good
faith, as we were in honor bound to do,
by giving effect to these regulations in
the shape of municipal laws.” Thesereg-
ulations remain in force until they have
been, in whole or in part, abolished or
modified by common agreement, and
they are to be submitted every five years
to reconsideration. The first period of
five years will expire in August, 1898,

The Times understands the American
demand for a reopening of the question
this year to be based upon the conten-
tion that the regulations were founded
upon inadequate information, and it
thinks that the British government is
quite ready to discuss them upon this
ground. The articlewas written somedays
in advance of the determination of the
government to appoint commissioners
to meet in Washington thisautumn) and
may therefore be accepted as a sort of
unofficial statement of the reason why
this commission has been named. It
being open to either party to the regula-
tions to seek to modify them at any
time, which modification can only be
made with the assent of the other party,
and it being conceded, to use theglan-
guage of - Professor Thompson, the ‘Brit-
ish expert, that the present margin of
safety for the perpetuation of the seal
herd “ is a narrow one, if it is mnot in
gsome instances overstepped,” it seems
aa though good faith requires the British
government to consent to a re-examina-
tion of the evidence bearing on theques-
tion of seal life before the five years
are up.

Such is substantially the position
taken by the Times, and it is very far
from being wholly unreasonable. It by
no means follows that, because the com-
mission is to meet, the regulations will
be changed to the disadvantage of Cana-
dian sealers. Experts, both scientific
and practical, differ very greatly as to
what protection is necessary, and dis-
agree whether, in point of fact, there has
been any actual diminution of seal life
because of pelagic sealing.

ANDREE’S EXPEDITION.

It is nearly a month since Herr Andree
with his two companions set out in
their balloon from Danes Island with a
strong wind blowing from the southeast.
Their starting point was 617 miles from
the North Pole. If the wind kept up
steadily in the same- direction and at
the same speed, ninety heours would
have carried them to the Arctic coast of
Eastern Siberia, but in that event they
would not necessarily have gone much,
ifany, nearer the Pole than Nansen did.
They might, in fact, describe a circular
course a little outside of ‘the drift of the
Fram, in which case they would have
some advantages as to observations
owing to their altitude. If by any good
fortune the wind shifted after they were
well on their journey and they were
carried directly across the Pole the same
length of time, or say four days, would
have brought them to the Arctic. shore
of this continent, and they may by this
time have reached Fort Good Hope on
the Mackenzie river.  Unless some acci-
dent has befallen them, or they have be-
come becalmed at the extreme North,
they ought long ago to have reached the
mainland either of Eurgpe or America.
The absence of any news from the party
is somewhat extraordinary, 1f, as iseaid,
they took carrier pigeons with them.
This suggests accident. If they have
reached Siberia or Northern Canada
there is no reason to expect news from
them for a long time, although they
may be heard from any day. There are
regions from which, if they should
descend in them, weary monthsof travel
would be necessary to take them te civ-
ilization. It will be recalled that some
of the members of the Jeanette expedi-
tion were lost after they had reached
Siberia ; but of conrse Andree and his
companions are better equipped than
were those unfortunate men. To search

for them would be almost useless, for it
is impossible to assign any reason why
they are more likely to be at one place
than at any other place. They may be
expected to report themselves, if they
ever report, at any point along the
whole circumference of the globe. They
went to an unknown land, trusting to
an unknown quantity, namely, the
wind. While it is very much too soon
to give them up, it is likewise very un-
reasonable to suppose that for twenty-
six days their balloon has been floating
around above the ice. They must have
descended somewhere, and the question
is, Where?

THE SANDON POLICE.

The Times of Thursday evening had
for its leading editorial an attack upon
the provincial police force at Sandon and
called for an investigation. Of course
with this demand, which would be rea-
sonable enough in itself if there were
any facts to warrant it, there is an at-
tack upon the Attorney-General’s de-
partment. It is quite true that com-
plaints have come from Sandon against
a police officer. They were received at

22, They were submitted to the execu-
tive at its next meeting, and on July 27
the papers with instructions were sent
to Commissioner Goepel at Nelson. On
August 2 a telegram was received from
the Commissioner saying that the officer
had been suspended pending an investi-
gation into the charges against him.
We think that everyone will concede
that there was no time lost in acting up-
on the complaint, but that, on the con-
trary, the Attorney-General’s depart-
ment acted with a promptness that
would have been impossible if it were
not that the Attorney-General of British
Columbia, unlike the Attorneys-General
of the other provinces, devotes his whole
time to the public business.

Under these circumstances, about
which the Times could have been fully
informed if it had so desired, what justi-
fication, what shadow of excuse, what
scintilla of palliation is there for the as-
sertion that it is hopeless to expect an
investigation? We protest that it is
time this bare-faced lying on the part of
the Times ceased. Day after day and
almost every day, it aseails the govern-
ment, or some member of it, without
the slightest warrant for so doing. The
government has no reason to be disturb-
ed over such attacks, but in the interest
of decent politics and decent journalism
it is time an end was made of them.

P —

THE death of Lord Revelstoke, which
occurred last month, recalls one of the
most remarkable incidents in the modern
business world, as will be conceded by
every one when we wention that he was
Edward Charles Baring, and for years
the head of the great financial house of
Baring Bros. The collapse of that firm
in 1890, with liabilities exceeding $100,-
000,000, shook the finaneial world to its
centre, and is generally accredited with
being one of the chief causes of the
severe business depression now passing
away. Speculation in South American
stocks precipitated the catastrope. Oddly
enough, Lord Revelstoke seems to have
abandoned his conservative ideas of
finance as he grew older, and he doubt-
less took risks which the close investiga-
tion he af one time accorded every pro-
position, would have avoided. He was
sixty-nine years old at the time of his
death.

Me. 8. D. Scorr, editor of the St.
John, N, B., Sun, in a signed letter in
his paper, says: ¢ The Yukon region is
mostly in Alaska.”” This is enough to
make anyone despair. Mr. Scott when
in Victoria was confronted with the map,
and the whole situation was explained
to him in detail, and yet —. Well, it
really seems as if the last thing most
people get drilled into their heads is
geography. There are some people so
dense on the subject that if they should
get turned round in their graves they
would imagine that the general resur-
rection had come and they had been
translated to another world.

A CORRESPONDENT writes us a strong
letter on, the guestion’ of the Stickeen
territories. We think we can assure
kim that the provincial government will
not sleep on its rights, but will ascertain
what they are and stand by them. There
need be no controversy between the two
governments,. for the Dominion is as
much concerned in getting this matter
right as the Province is.

Tuz Oregon City Enterprise says that
if the Canadians do not cease their op-
pression of the United States citizens in
the Yukon, the descendants of the men
who fought at Bunker Hill will take up
arms and found a new republic. Oh
rubbish! If the descendants of the
Bunker Hill folk do not like Canadian
laws, let them stay at home. '

NI SR T

Ix these warm days the News-Adver-
tiser is as refreshing as a breeze from the
snowy summit of Mount Baker. Oil
cans full of gold nuggets do not disturb
it in the least. It speaks of the interest

with & cool and placid indifference,
which suggests that the editorial chair is
in a cold storage plant.

JournaLisM up-to-date: When you
get smashed in an argument, write a
communication to yourself and call the
other fellow names,

the Attorney-General’s office on July|®

taken in the Yukon trade by this eity p
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HO! FOR THE KLONDYKE.

Parties intending to outfit should call and in-

only house in Victoria running two complete stores.

In the one we have Mackinaw Shirts, Underwear, (8
§ Mitts, Gloves, Caps, Hats, Etc., while the other
8l store carries Shoes and Rubber Boots:of all descrip- |

tions. ."We 'do not believe in selling cheap goods |g
You will find when you get there g
that the best is none too good. See our 13 pound
Blanket for $7.50. It is without exception the very
best for the money. A liberal discount to parties
purchasing complete outfits from us.
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THE CANADIAN PRESS.

A ROUTE TO THE YUKON.
The feasibility of a line of railway from
Quesnelle into the Yukon country s un-
questioned.—Inland Sentinel.

GOOD TIMES ARE HERE.

The railway business is thriving be-
cause Canada’s trade is expanding, and
the production of wealth isincreasing
by bounds:—Mail and Empire.

ROSSLAND ORE, SHIPMENTS.

The ore shipments of the eamp for the
ast week reached 2,332 tons, a slight
increase-over the week before, Thisis
a very satisfactory showing in face of the
fact that the War Eagle is thaking no
shipments at all.—Rossland Miner.
DON’T TALK AROUT TRIFLES.

It is to be ho that our Coast con-
temporaries will sober up before next
Christmas go as to fully appreciate the
announcement then to be made that

about TEN MILLION DOLLARS’

worth of gold, silver and copper has
been mined in Kootenay during the year
1897.—Nelson Miner.

THE PROPOSED ROYALTY.

The wisdom of this excessive exaction
may well be open to doubt. There will
be diffieulty in collecting the royalty.
and the mere fact that it is demanded
must diseourage mining in the Klondyke
yegion.—Monetary Times.

RIGHT FOR ONCR.

The statement comes from Ottawa
that the government contemplates a re-
duction in the size of claims,-and we
hope the reduction will be decided upon.
One huudred feet is quite sufficient to
be conceded to each claim-holder, as is
the law in this province.— Victoria
Times.

Mrs. Noodle—Is your son’s wife a good
manager? Mrs. Oldham—Yes. She man-
ages to make William jump every time she
speaks to him, and that’s more than I was
ever ahle to do.—Cleveland Leader.
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