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Chris Von Der Ahe, Baseball’s 
Strangest Character, Is Dead

Something About the Life of German Saloon Keeper Who 
Became a Baseball Magnate and Was Then Mulched 

By National League Moguls.

(By John R. Robinson).

FEW li^s flashed over the tele-
W:res Sunday, brought the 

H * L that Chris Von Der Ahe, 
;L~ strangest character, was

r lasebaii » = ,

i»d'. rhr6 passed away 22 years ago 
«1 Wauld have been featured 

1 • Lr • manner which might mark 
*es«ire V" a world famous banker. 
* ftr «’l.-iongs to the forgotten age 
^baseball. ;h" age now spoken of as 

Te-tive stages of the game. He 
*fiVhecl and spent his halcyon days 

base hall was a sport; he passed tV -hen it became a commercial pro- 
loul.m n and his fortunes were swept 
[ P09'1 h’v the heartless magnates who 
!wai.v made baseball the target or 
fb> mercenary pursuits. The bitterest 
thmnention in the history of sport, the 

[ comp Licntless warfare ever waged 
|2?;Ln men w th sport as the back
! LLkI droVP Chris Van Der Ahe
1 • • - the little beer saloon whence
f ^started' His life would have been
l W>P>r had he never entered the

^hirtv vears ago Chris ran a tiny | 
-lion on the edge of what is now the' 
E Jv of Ht. Louis. He tended bar h m- 

and if he made enough to pay for 
{Trent and buy his frau a few 
dresses each year he was happy and
contented. . _

Then baseball broke as Amer.ca s 
greatest sport. Leagues were organized 
and the National league, reaching out 
for the cream of the patronage, brokfc 
into St. Louis and established a park 
right beside Chris’ little beer saloon, j 
Thousands attended the game, ana 
Chris soon extended the saloon, put on 
extra bar tenders, and grew r ch. 

i Baseball’s reaction came in 188b. 
The owners of the.club, now forgotten, 
went bankrupt. Chris was implored 
lo pass out some of the money he had 
made n the little beer saloon and save 
the life of the National league in St. 
Louis. Chris knew nothing in the 
world excepting the art of drawing 
beer and taking in the money. But 

l deep n his heart rested a desire to be 
i "sport'’ and he was easily pur
sued to take over the controlling in
vest in the club and throw his bank 
Kcour.t into the struggle for existence 
tosîball was then fighting.

Again fortune favored h m. A! tall 
youngster from St. Paul was signed to 
"play first base. He revolutionized the 
playing of this difficult bag, became 
the Hal .Chase of the earlier day, added 
tremendous batt:ng . strength to the 

■tern opened new and undreamed pos- 
ah.'Jitwefik. **«t$hed for-, 
ml atpêrsdnality and "daring that 
' "mid not .be denied, and sent the 

_ ntrodden St . Louis Browns, as they 
ere then called, shooting upward and 

ard in the race for the league pen
al.

Charlie Comiskey on the Scene.
• Th® new marvel was the man we

now know as the “Old Roman,’’ Charles 
Comiskey, at present owner of the i 
Chicago White Sox. In 1886 the 
Browns won the pennant. In the list 
of names of the wonders of that age 
on the diamond who were drawing i 
salary from .Magnate Von Dtr Ahe we : 
find besides' Comiskey, Arl.e Latham, ' 
the greatest third baseman of his time : 
and the man who really originated 
brain work in base runn ng and coaen- 
ing; Eddie Robinson, the first second 
baseman to play far toward the ,;rst 
base side of his positon: Shortstop I 
Kid Gleason, later a wonderful pitcher j 
and now coach of the Chicago White' 
Sox; Curt Welch, greatest of the I 

j earlier outfielders; Lengthy Foutz, ' 
outfielder, pitcher and catcher and re - : 

I first really great utility man; Bush-' 
I ong and Crauthers, battery supreme,
| the latter player being ihe first man: 
j to master complete control -of a curve j 
I ball.
j For three years Comiskey’s machine i 
j waded through the best in the league.' 
From time to time new stars were 
added. From South Boston came the 

[brilliant Tom McCarthy, now a pros
perous business man in his native 
: city. He was the greatest outfielder 
of his time. Lyons, Milligan, Cham
berlain, Hudson-p-all the best ever de
veloped in the eighties.

Chris Prospered GreaHy.
Chris prospered, Sportsman park, I 

the home of his club, was no longer a 
small baseball park. It was a modern 
amusement enterprise, the first of the 
great parks which later became a fad 

! all over the world. A horse racing 
'track was bqilt out around the field, 
a chute-the-chutes, beer gardens, for 

i St. Louis is the American home of 
I beer; merry-go-rounds, and scores of 
} other devices. Chris was the most 
solid man in St. Louis, j The Brotherhood came in 1890, and 

i the players revolted against the mag
nates. Comiskey, ambitious and 
shreyrd, branched out for himself, and 
took the cream of the players. Chris’1, 
team, without its brillant manager, | i which cost him thousands. The Celias 
started. He wavs looked upon by his 

! fellow magnates as “easy” and more 
than one shrewd deal was put over 
wh:'ch cost hi mthousands. The Celias 
coveted hie race track, and the "West
ern Jockey club took away his fran
chise. Bit by bit the money flowed 
away, faster than it had ever flowed 
in. Soon the National league, the most 
heartless organization on earth, plan
ned and schemed to get some of its 
inside members cutting into the St. 
Louis melon, and finally Chrie woke up 
to the fact that banks wire calling 
his loans and when he defaulted, were 
selling his stock, put up as collateral. 
One day Frank De Hass Robison, of 
Cleveland, walked into the ownership 
and Chris walked out.

Chris rushed to Pittsburg to inter
view his friend, Col. Kerr, owner of the

COATE’S rLymouth GIN
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Distillery, 
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II Good Ever ! »’

Pirates. With Kerr was Dreyfuss, then 
of Louisville, and later owner of the 
Pittsburg club. From Cincinnati came 
John" T. Brush, shrewdest and most 
unscrupulous of the baseball leaders. 
A final stroke was planned, a charge 
trumped against Chris, and thè good- 
natured, genial, unsuspecting German 
saloon keeper thrown into jail. His 
friends refused to bail him, and his 
heart and spirit were broken, never to 
be healed.

When freed, he went back to St- 
Louis, took up the little old beer saloon 
at the edge of Sportsman's Park, and 
spent the last years of his life as he 
had spent -the earlier ones—drawing 
beer, living modestly, and dying in com
parative poverty, the victim of int- 
trigue, conspiracy and his own good, 
lovable nature-

Hundreds of stories are told to illus
trate Chris's absolute lack of knowledge 
of baseball. He was known as “der 
boss president," and loved to call him
self by this name. One of the best 
stories is told by Comiskey himself, 
and occurred shortly after Comiskey 
took charge of the playing end of the 
club. .

Many Jokes With Chris the Laugh.
Chris insisted upon sitting on the 

bench and -listening to Comiskey’s in
structions to the men. The team 
had struck a losing streak, and the 
manager was striving and trying every 
desperate move to again get his men 
into a winning stride: At last Chris 
approached the manager with a con
fident smile.

“Charley," he said, grinning with ex
citement and confidence from ear to 
ear, “I haf a new scheme to yin all der 
pah zvam-F. It. can’t lose, my pcy."

“For God’s sake, spring it, boss," 
implored Comiskey. “What is it?"

“Veil, Charley," was the reply, Vhere 
is vat you must do. Eferytlme dot you 
gets two or tree men der pases on, 
shust instruct der man vot to der bat 
goes to hit der pall over der fence fer 
a home runs!"

Another Good Yarn*
Another time Cliff Carroll was play

ing right field for the Browns. A ball 
was hit high into-right, and Cliff -lost 
it in the sun. He waved his hands 
frantically trying to locate the ball, 
when suddenly it dropped from the 
clouds and lit in the breast pocket of 
Cliff’s blouse. In those days players 
wore loose blouses and large breast 
pockets.

Cliff struggled to get the ball out of 
his pocket, but it was hopelessly stuck. 
Meantime the batter tore around the 
bases and made a home run, winning 
the game, which was tied at the time.

Chris, speechless with rage, watched 
the struggles of Carroll from the grand 
stand. He rushed to the field, and as 
Cliff came to the bench, grabbed the 
player by the collar.

“Trying to steal der ball, hey?" he 
roared. “Shust fer dot you are fined 
fifty dollars!"

His Knowledge of Pitching.
Chris was proud of his knowledge of 

pitching when Crauthers finally ex
plained the difference between a curve 
and a fast ball, tie dilated on the 
wonders of the curve ball, and let no 
chance pass to air his knowledge.

One night the team was on the old 
B. & O. rçdjroad between Cincinnati 
and Washington- Chris was in an up
per berth, and the train was going 
through some -wonderful evolutions at
tempting to keep on the track, all the 
time making slow progress forward. At 
last Chris became exasperated and 
could stand the strain no longer. He 
summoned the conductor, and sent a 
messenger to the engineer. Here was 
the message:

“Kunducter, you shust tell dat engin
eer to out out de curves und gif us 
some speed!"

Believer in Fines.
He fined every player on his team 

at least once a week, and the following 
week, when the player made some bril
liant stop or throw, promptly remitted 
the fine. He gave thousands to -players 
who had joined the “has-been” class, 
and lest a fortune keeping down-and- 
outeirs on his payroll just for old time’s 
sake. And in the finish, after he had 
loaned money to every friend he had -in 
the world, and had opened the way for 
Dreyfuss, Bush. Kerr and the Robi
sons to make fortunes, they broke his 
heart and sent him to baseball obliv
ion.

Chris Von Der Ahe, dead, forms one 
of the unforgettable memories of the 
game, ^nd a monument to the utter- 
degradation of the sport of baseball 
by the mercenaries who now control 
the National league. The world is bet
ter for Chris, because in -the face of all 
the despicable treatment he received at 
the hands of his associates and fair- 
weather friends, he ended his life with 
a smile and a word of cheer and a 
blessing toward all mankind-

FOOTBALL NEWS, NOTES 
AND GOSSIP
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President Robertson of the Calgary 
City and District Football league, 
leaves for thè old country on holidays 
soon and resigned his position at the 
league meeting last night. The resig
nation was accepted with regret, and 
Vice-President Gow was unanimous
ly appointed president. There was a 
large amount of business. Hillhurst 
was represented for the first time in 
weeks, and Doc Dawson or trie Y.M.C. 
A., made a clear statement on the 
question of the appropriation of Hill,- 
hurst grounds,- by the c.ity.x The sec
retary also gave a statement to the 
league as a result of his meeting with 
Mr. Crichton, the chairman of the 
playgrounds’ committee.

Vice President Gow bringing a long 
discussion to a close, moved that the 
league retain Victoria park and also 
have games in Hillhurst. parx if pos
sible,-with idea of accommodating the 
ipiermediate league at cither of the 
grounds.

Mr. Melville moved an amendment 
that all senior games be played at 
Hillhurst, *nd that Victoria park be 
given .up. The amendment was lostx 
the motion carried; the members 
keeping in mind that, the bylaw tak
ing over .the grounds may not pass, 
and th-n they would be without a 
home and as hardly off as they were 
before the Ivu.ynning of. the season. Mr. 
Melville, objv irçl to the secretary, Mr. 
-Matheson. voting, but the chairman 
overruled the objection.

Then Mr. Melville made a motion 
to allow each club to name Its hoipe

ground, and this seemed to find favor, 
but it was pointed out that if more 
clubs than others desired to play at 
Hillhurst that would upset the league 
position again. Mr. Matheson’i amend
ment that an equal number of games | 
be played in each park, with the 
further proviso that the committee in 
charge be approached with a view of 
being1 accommodated during any time 
the grounds at Victoria park might 
be in other;, use, was carried. The 
schedule committee will arrange the 
games to played at Hillhurst and 
those at Victoria park, and will have 
them submitted to the committee.

There was some dispute when the ; 
j Tynesdders applied, at the last minute, 1 
; for a postponement of their game to : 
i be played tonight at Victoria park 
against Post Office, on the ground
that several of their players were in-

I jured, and that some were out of 
j town. They could not put a team on j 
j the field. Mr. Aiken strenuously ob- - 
j jected to the postponement, but on , 

the casting vote of the chairman, the i 
postponement was agreed to. Mr. A. | 
B. Dawson was appointed Vioe-Presi- ! 
dent of the league to fill the vacan- j 
cy caused by the appointment of the 
former vice-president as president.

Arrangements are being made for 
the inter-dity game against Edmon. ■ 
ton, and it was also agreed that Hill
hurst, being now in the position of I 
any other club, so far as Hillhurst i 
ground^ are concerned, will not have 
the privilege of allowing any of their 
members in free to their home games

MEWATA PARK FIXTURES, 
Wednesday June 11- 

North Field—Y. M. C. A- vs. Vies. 
South Field—Street Ry vs. City 

Hall.
West Field—Dom. Express vs.

Calgary Furniture.
Northwest Field—Neilson’s vs- 

Robin Hood.
VICTORIA PARK.

Sout|i Diamond—Calgary Furn. 
vs. Moose.

Soccer Field—Tyneeiders vs. P- O»

THUMB INJURY KEEPS
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SASKATOON RACES
Saskatoon, June 10.—The three-day 

meet of the Saskatoon Turf club came 
to an end today.. The most exciting 
features wae the Bankers’ stake, which 
was wen by Henry Walbank,«a horse 
which was practically left at the post. 
Dottle, the favorite, was nosed out of 
first plaoe just as the wire was reach
ed. The King Edward Hotel stake was 
win in straight heats by Grand Opera 
In easy style. Foxy Haywood, the 
favorite, won .the gensolatlon race. 
Features of the day "were the laying 
of 300 to 1 and 100 to 1 by the bookies 
on certain horses, but none of them 
had a look in. Summary.
The King Edward Hotel Stake, 2.30 

Pace, 2.25 Trot; $1,000.
Grand Opera, won; Baronteen Todd, 

second; King John, third. Time— 
2.22, 2.21, 2.22 3-4.

2.20 Pace, 2.15 Trot.
Lady Arrod, won; Alpha Delta, 

second: Joe McGregor, third. Time— 
2.16, 2.17 1-2, 2.17 1-4.
Banker» Stake, Six Furlongs; $1,000.

Henry Walbank, won; Dottle, 
second; Athabascan, third. Time—« 
1.17 1-2.

One Mile and 70 Yards.
Slicker, won; Marcus, second; Buri, 

third. Time—1.52.
Consolation Scramble, 5]/z Furlongs.
Foxy Haywood, won; Lady Rens- 

salaer, second; Warfare, third. Time— 
1.05.

Los Angeles, June 10.—The Ad. Wol- 
gast-Johnny Dundee 20-round fight 
scheduled for Tuesday night at Ver
non arena was declared off last night 
because of the injury sustained by the 
former lightweight dhampion Satur
day during a training bout.

Wolgast may not appear in the ring 
again for six months because of a dis
located thumb, according to physicians 

I tion to be for only sons.

CENTRAL PRACTICE

Game at Victoria Park Tonight 
Although the Poet Office and Tyne- 

siders scheduled game for tonight will 
not take place, the Callies and Post 
Office will meet in a friendly game on 
the soccer grounds, and it is expect
ed that full teams will be on view. 
The Callie players expected to turn 
out are: Gilhooley, Cooper, Gninlay, 
Haigh, Strang, Petrie, Ketchen, Nes
bitt Skinner, Wilson, McLean, Wil
liams, Matheeon, Feeny, Stewart and 
Towill and Bennett. Poet Office will 
have out the team that was to play 
Tyneeiders and they are asked to be 
on the field as early as possible.

—-------------- u--------------- —

Cowley's Polo Tournament.
Maoleod, Alta, June 10—Mr. Powlett, 

of Cowley, wae in town this morning 
for the purpose of arousing interest in 
the big polo tournament that 4s to be 
pulled off in Cowley on September 9, 
and in which eleven teams will atke 
part. The Macleod polo players are j 
putting in a team, and the chances are j 
that the Osier cup will this year be 
transferred from North Fork to Mac
leod.

KINO GEOROE NAVY PLUG 
CHEWING TOBACOO

The Central lacrosse team will prac
tise tonight at seven o’clock. All play
ers are urged to be out in uniform.

Junior Cup Final at Hillhurst Tonight
The two colleges, Western Canada 

and Bishop Pinkham, will be out in 
strength when the soccer teams meet 
in the final of the Junior Cup com
petition. Tickets are being sold free
ly and "{here will be a large atten
dance. Mr. H. E. Sheldon will have 
charge of the game, and both teams 
will be absolutely at full strength. The 
time for the kick-off is 7 o’clock.

Rangers Continue Lead
Rangers tightened their hold on the 

top position of the Intermediate 
Soccer league by defeating the Church 
of the Redeemer last night by two 
goals to nothing. J. H. Haig. was 
referee and the game was fairly fast 
throughout.

Chicago Boxer Won.
Moose Jaw, June 10.—Eddie Wells, 

of Chicago, and Del Bruno of Moose 
Jaw, fought 12 fierce rounds here to
night. It was to have gne 15, but in 
the twelfth Wells went after the local 
boy and by driving in vicious upper
cuts he knocked Bruno through the 
ropes into the press stand. The blow 
•was sent in like a pile driver and when 
Bruno was picked up he was unable i 
to continue. Referee A1 Fisher then [ 
awarded the fight to Wells. It was a I 
popular verdict.

N IS IN A GLASS BY ITSELF I

surpasses all others in quality and fleroar because the 
process by which it is made differs from others.—k is deli
ciously sweet and no*-irritating.
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ROCK CITY TOBACCO Co., Manufacturers, QttE8~C

Calgary 
Riding School
H-orse Show Building, is new 

open, and classés will be held 
every afternoon and evening. F. 
J. Stevenson thanks his numer
ous enquirers, and will be in at
tendance daily, when he will ac
cept entries. Boarding stable in 
connection.

Business People Luncheon 
at the Z

KING GEORGE 
HOTEL GRILL

Frem 12 till 2 p m. at 6*
Aftemeon Tea

FRANK OLEDHILL 
The Popular Baaee, 

Entertains Every Evening Durtec
Dinner.
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CLOTHING
High Grade Tailored Suits in Calgary

Only $30.00
Little Bros.

521 Centre Street

Odd Fellows Bldg.

FURNISHINGS
Everything a man requires in our Furnishings 

Department we have on sale
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