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OLD FRIENDS.
There are moments winged with pleasure, 

When true hearts hold converse sweét, 
There is gladness without measure— 

When old friends long parted meet, 
There are words of kindest greeting,

Care dispelling, soothing pain—
There is rapture in the meeting,

When the faithful meet again.

There are memories of our childhood— 
.Oh, that far, far happier day,

. Of our rambles in the Wildwood,
And the games we used to play ;

Of the holly bush—the laurel,
Where the blackbird pined its strain, 

And the parties, gay and floral,
Met in mead or daisied lane.

Of the jesamine trained so neatly, 
Climbing lattice, casement o’er,

And the moss|roee blowing sweetly 
By the open Cottage door ;

Myriad flowers may be blooming 
Even now perchance as then,

But they lack the old perfuming 
Of our native vale aud glen.

There jure gushing, tender feelings,
Mutual confidences sweet ;

Softly uttered heart revealings.
Free from selfishness, deceit ;

There's the truth—the pledge—the tpken, 
Plighted—sealed—exchanged again, 

While remalneth still unbroken 
Each flue link of friendship’s chain.

There is listening to old stories.
Stealing far Into the night,

Ofthe shadows and the glories—
In tiie battles all must fight ;

Wishes,—hopes—fulfilled or thwarted, 
Mingled happiness and woe—

All the trials since we parted,
In the long, long, long ago.

There’s the ever sad reverting 
To the loved ones death hath claimed, 

To the marble still asserting 
I'or what virtues they were famed ;

We accept thy holy chastening,
And reflect on our own doom,

For we feel that we are hastening 
To the same sad, silent temb.

The Maiden’s Choice
Or, THE LAIRD OF BIRKEV i.VJCH.

A Tale of the Covenanters.

;ruly,
served Mr. Gordon, who listened to the 
speaker with evident anxiety. ‘ We have 
everything to fear from this unprincipled 
and revengeful young man, who has the 
power to gratify his evil passions to the 
fullest extent. We must flee at once— 
this very night.’

* Impossible, sir,’ cried Walter, hastily. 
' You would moet certainly be taken.’

* There is at least a chance of escape by 
flight, while by remaining there is none. 
For Marion’s sake we must be gone. I 
shudder to think upon her falling into his

‘ She shall never fall in o hia hands,’ 
exclaimed Walter, in a tone of fierce de
termination. 1 His license may be great, 
but he dare not do open violence or injury 
to a lady resident in this mansion. As 
her host, I have the right and power to 
see that she is protected ; but I venture 
to hope that a dearer and higher right 
still will be given me. Let me call her 
by the sacred name of wife, and this will 
of necessity cause Allan to cease his 
audacious attempts to secure her.’

‘Have you talked to Marion of this?* 
asked Mr. Gordon.

‘ No ; but I hope to obtain the dear girl’s 
consent. We are already betrothed, and, 
as you know, sir, but tor the troubles of 
the times we would have been married 
ere this. But it has often seemed to me 
that these troubles should hasten rather 
than retard our union, and the circum
stances which have now arisen render it 
imperatively necessary that Marion 
should obtain that protection which mar 
raige alone can give. Marion, my darling, 
you will not refuse me this. You have 
come to Birkencleuch to-night as a gueet, 
but Providence intimates that you have 
come to it as a home. Let us obey the 
message so plainly sent, and give effect 
to the love we have avowed, and the 
purpose we have cherished.’

Marion trembled violently, and in great 
distress hid her face in her father’s bosom. 
Mr. Gordon soothingly caz6seed_her, and, 
with his calm, gently, loving voice, thus 
spoke, as he fondly stroked tyerglittering 
tresses—

* My dear Marion, this 4s no new sub
ject for your consideration—no new pros
pect for your contemplation. Years ago 
you promised, with my sanction and ap
probation. to be the wife of WalterElliot. 
There is none to whom I would give you 
so willingly, for I have proved his worth. 
He speaks the truth when he says that 
but for the time of persecution that has 
overtaken our Church, you and he would 
ere this have been married. Hitherto it 
has seemed as if this were not a time for 
marrying and giving in marriage, but the 
hour has come when it is essential for you 
to have such a protection as a husband 
can give. The circumstances are alto
gether uncommon, but so is the emergen
cy, and that may well excuse all that is 
unusual. Trust Walter for the rest ; he 
is generous and true. I myself will unite 
you, and God will listen to a father’s 
prayers for your welfare.’

‘ I a u satisfied that this is for the best,’ 
said Hugh. ‘ Danger and peril are thick
ening around us. Our power of protect
ing each other is almost gone, while that 
of our enemies to hurt is daily increasing.’

‘ You hear this, Marion,’ said Walter 
again, as he advanced and took her hand.
‘ Those whose love and affection yon can
not doubt support me in what I have 
proposed. One word from you will suffice 
to let me know that you consent. Nay, 
the pressure of your hand will be enough.’

Some moments of perfect silence follow
ed, then Marion’s hand closed spasmodi
cally on the manly fingers of her lover, 
and her answer was given.

' Bless you, my darling,’ said Walter,
> the handkissing the hand by which consent had 

been expressed, while his handsome face 
flushed with joy.

It was a strange scene when, an hour 
or two later, the marriage ceremony was 
performed in that secluded chamber, in 
circumstances so unusual and so solemn. 
But a few hours before and not one there 
present dreamed of such a thing. Now all 
agreed in considering it to be strongly 
advisable, and so, without preparation— 
without pomp of any kind, and with 
nearly as much secrecy as if it had been 
a crime, the Laird of Birkencleuch receiv
ed his bride from her father’s hand, and 
the sacred words were said which joined 
them together till Death, the great 
divider, should put them asunder. Hugh 
M'Kail, with Andrew Weir and Marjory, 
were the only witnesses, and the two 
latter were both glad and awe-struck 
by the proceedings.

Bat perhaps the moet solemn moment 
of the scene was at the close, when, as 
husband and wife, Walter and Marion 
knelt together and swore adhen 

i “Covenant,” No one knew

which he was himself devoted-soul, body 
and spirit—and it was a pause which. 1* 
his opinion, claimed the unreseved affieg- 
anee of those who desired the establish
ment of the good and the true, for the 
cause of the Covenant was the cause of 
civil and religious liberty for the individ
ual and the nation, these being at the 
time fiercely assailed, and a determined 
effort being made by the Government to 
trample them altogether under foot.

And so between dark and midnight, 
the young laird of Birkencleuch obtained 
a wife, but dark and threatening dream- 
stances surrounded the inmates of the 
mansion, and for two of them at least a 
hiding place required^ be provided with
out delay—even bofore the morning 
Jight—for they had not the slightest 
doubt that at an early hour of the day 
Charlie Allan and his troopers would 
make their appearance at the house.

The two for whom concealment was 
essential were Mr. Gordon and Hugh 
M’Kail, whose apprehension—particular
ly M’Kail’s—was eagerly desired by cer
tain men in power whom he had mortal
ly offended oy words whose sourra of 
power was truth. Mr. Gordon as the for
mer minister of Greystone, was also liable 
to punishment because he had dared to 
come within the bounds of his former 
parish, from which by tyrannous edict, 
he had been banished.

And Walter Elliot himself was liable 
to be heavily fined if either of these two 
men were found in his house.

A short time after midnight, when the 
owner of the house had seen his guests 
comfortably disposed of for the night, he 
came through tne passages with the lamp 
in his hand, and entered the kitchen, 
where Andrew Weir sat by himself by 
the embers of a fading fire

* Now to work, Andrew,’ he said as he 
entered. ' I dare say you have a guess 
what we have got to ao.’

* Tae find a safe hidin’ place, of course,’ 
responded Andrew, as he started prompt- 
!y up.

‘Even so. For once we must make 
acquaintance with the empty rooms and 
underground chambers of the old house. 
There must be secret places about it.’

* Deed are they, if we could only fa’ in 
wi’ them,’ observed Andrew. ‘ I hae been 
sitting here by mysel’ for the last half- 
oor tryin’ to mind aboot a hinin’ place 
that 1 hae heard o’ langsyns, but I liinna 
come to onything satisfactory aboot It.— 
A’ that I can get baud o’ is a dim impres
sion that it was said to be in a water

‘ Indeed, then that must be in the very 
lowest part of the building. Light your 
lamp, and bring it along with you for we 
shall need both.’

Andrew would have hesitated not a 
li*tle to explore the uninhabited portion 
of the mansion at that midnight hour 
alone ; for although not particularly sup
erstitious, yet the thought of entering 
places where human foot had not been 
for years —places the darkness and soli
tude of which had not been disturbed tor 
generations—was more than he could en
counter by himself. But with his brave 
strong young master with him, he ex
perienced not the slightest tremor, and 
together they descended numerous flights 
of black and dusty stone stairs into the 
region of dampness, muetiness, and aerie 
silence.

Their purpose was to penetrate to the 
lowest recesses in search of the well of 
which Andrew had spoken, and in their 
progress they traversed so many passages 
went through such a number of empty 
rooms, and made such a variety of wind
ings and turnings that Andrew declared 
they would not be able to find their way

* Tn:=t me for that,” returned Walter,
1 nuvur forget a path I have trod, and 
know precisely the point where we are at 
present. We are in the vicinity of the 
weet wing, and I am just.looking out for 
a grating or loophole by wliidh to try to 
find out whether we have reached the 
basement of the walls, or are actually 
below them. Here is a doorway, let us 
see if we can discover anything inside.’

They entered a low-arched circular 
cell, the sides of which were grimly or
namented with iron bars fixed in the 
rocky wall, from which rusty chains de
pended, giving significant tokens of the 
purpose to which the place had once been 
put. At the side opposite the entrance 
was a grated aperture, through which 
the night air blew in a fresh stream, to 
the great relief of the explorers, who had 
been for an hour at least, breathing a 
close and disagreeable atmosphere.

The.lamps were placed in the passage 
without, so that tneir light might not pre
sent the dim starlight without' from 
being visible, and Walter advancing to 
the grating, crept down upon his knees 

peered through.
TO BE CONTINUED.

THE GROCERY & WINE TRADE
OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT.

FRANK SMITH & CO.
B1

77 Front Street, Toronto,
►EG to intimate to their Western friends and the public generally, that they have now received a 
► large portion of their Fall supply of

Fresh English Groceries, Wines, Brandies, &c.,
Ex. ‘Planet,’ ‘Chaudière,’ ‘City of Hamilton,’ ‘Glenbone,’ from Loudon.

‘ Avon,' ‘Oneida,’ ‘ Hibernia,’ ‘Peruvian, ‘Summer,’ aud Pericles,’ from Liverpool.
‘ Abeona’ and Gleniffer,’ from Glasgow.

of Agnes ’ from Charente. And are dally expecting the arrival of

Fresh New Crop Fruit and Mediterranean Cargo
Ex. ‘ Deodara,’ • Canny Scott’ and ‘ Mary Ann,' from Malaga, Marseilles and Dénia.

Business mmt be attended to, and 
in order to do this properly Mr . Ilors- 
man will keep open each evening till 
7 o'clock, and on Saturday until 9, 
for tlir side of Oil, Lamps, Chimneys, 
Wicks, doc.

COMMERCIAL
Guelph Markets.

Mercury Office, Guelph. ) 
December 28, 1867. f

Fleur, per «00 lbe................ $3 7» ” 4 0
Fall Y^heat per bushel........ 156 ” lfi
Spring Wheat,...................... 148 15
Oats do 0 46 * 0 4
Reae do 0 60 ” 0 6
Barley do 0 95 " 10
Hay.pe. ton..................... 12 00 1 14 0
Straw .................................... 4 00 5 0
Shingles per square...........  100 ” 16
Woodpercord................... 3 00 ” 8 6
Wool....................................  0 27 ” 0 1
Eggs,per dosen ................. 0 14 ” 0 19
Butter (firkin), per 6 ... 0 14 ” 0 16
Geese, each ...........................  0 25 " 0 35
Turkeys do..............................  0 60 ” 0 60
Chickens per pair.................. 0 20 ” 0 25
Ducks do.................................  0 20 ” 0 30
Potatoes .................................  0 50 ” 0 55
Apples per brie.........................0 oO ” 2 00
Lamb per lb.............................0 06 ” 0 07
Beef .................................. 4 i4i " « OO
Beef, per lb....................... 0 95 " 0 00
Pork per 100 lbs.................. 4 50 ” 6 00
Sheep Pelts each ............... 0 80 ” 0 60
Lamb skins............................. 0 40 ” 0 40
Hides Per 100 lbs .............. 6 u0 ” 6 00

Money Market.
jackson'h Kxchanok Office. £ 

Guelph, December, 28, 1867. |
Gold, 1.331.
Greenbacks lio’t at731 to 7 4; Sold at 74J to 70.
Silver bought at 41 to 4c. dis. ; sold at 3je to 3
Upper Canada Bank Bills bought at 60c. to oOc.
Commercial Bank Bills bought at 90c to 95c.

MONTREAL MARKETS.
Kirkwood, Livingstone & Co’s. rejxirt by Special 

Telegraph to ‘Evening Mercury.')
Montreal, December 28,1867.

Flour—Fancy, 87 50 to 87 60: Superfine No. 1. 
87 20 to 87 35 ; Welland Canal, $7 25. Bag floor, 
83 60 to $3 60. Oats 42 c tq 42c. Barley 85c to 
90c. Butte, —dairy 10c to 10c ; store packed 14c 
to 16c. . slics—Pois 85 45 to 80 50. pearls $5 95 
86 00.

Flour receipts moderate, market very quiet and 
unchanged. Grain no transactions. Provisions— 
Pork quiet at former rates ; Hogs heavy arrivals, 
demand languid and a tendency to lower rates.— 
Butter unchanged. Ashes dull at unchanged rates

Toronto, December 27, 1867
brls; No. 1. at 86 75 — 
-72c. Oats—55c to 55c.

Flour— Receipts, 000 1 
Wheat-at $1 50. Peas—1 
Barley—82c to^$l. 05.

Hamilton. December 27 1867. 
Fill wheat,—II 45 @ II 50.

JUST RECEIVING IN STORE,
Hhdsand Tierces of Barbajpos, 

522 Bbls Currants croç 1806, VERY
Porto Rico and Cuba Sugars.

________________________,_____CHEAP.
5176 Half Chests and Catties Souchong, Congou. Japan, Gunpowder, Young andOld Hyson Teas.

With a full assortment of Tobaccos, Refined Sugars, Wines and Liquors and Dry Groceries. All of 
wldcii will be submitted to the trade, equal to and below Moutre&I prices.

fcF Inspection invited. Terms Liberal Cash and prompt paying customers desired.
Toronto, 3th November, 1867. dwtf

THOS. GRIFFITH & CO.,
Wholesale Grocers,

3» Front-st., TORONTO,
ARE now receiving Ex. 8. S. Nova Scotian, 

Moravian, and other vessels,

Boxes New Valencia Raisins 
“ New Layer do 
“ Very Prime West End 

Layer Raisins 
Bbls English Crushed Sugar 

“ New Currants 
Bags and Pockets chelce Java 

Coffee
Qr Casks and Casés Dunville 

Irish Whiskey 
Cases Kinahan’s L. L. do 
Chests, Half Chests, and Cad

dies New Season, Ping Suey, 
YoungHysons, Gunpowders, 
Congous,Souchongs, Color’d 
and Uncolored Japans, Im
perials, Twankay, Orange, 
Pekoe, *c., See.

Bags superior Arracan Rice 
Cases English Thumb Blue 
Bbls Brazil Nuts 
Bags S. S. Almonds 

M Walnuts 
1 Filberts,

Cases Pearl Tapioca,
'1 Thin’s Pickles

Booth’s, Betts’ and Bar
clay’s Old Tom 

John Bull Bitters 
Crates Wine, Beer and Whiskey 

Bottles
Cases Orange, Lemon Jb Citron 

Peel
Boxes Valencia and Jordan Al

monds
Cases Table Salt, In glass Jars 

do Liquorice, Sec. Sec.
AND DAILY EXPECTED

Crosse & Blackwell’s Pickles, Sauces, 
Preserves.

The above, together with a large stock of

GENERAL GROCERIES,
INCLUDING

ltaw and Rellned Sugars,
Bright and Dark Tobaccos,

(In Caddies, Butts and J Butts), and

WINES & LIQUORS,
COMPRISING

Pale and Dark Brandies,
Hollands and Old Tom (Jin,
Jamaica Rum
Pale and Deep Holden Skerries, 
Champagnes, Ac.,
Will be sold at unusually Low Prices to the Trade.

TERMS LIBERAL.

THOMAS GRIFFITH <& CO.,
WHOLESALE GROCERS,

39 Front Street.
Toronto, Nov. 1. 1867. dw-2m

Funerals, Funerals !

,;v

NATHAN TOVELL has to intimate tha 
lie is prepared to attend funerals as usual 

Coffins always on hand. Hearse to hire.
His Steam" Planing Mill is in constant operation. 

All kinds of lumlier, sashes, doors, blinds, mould
ings, &<:. He solicits a share of public patronage.

NATHAN TOVELL.
Guelph. 27th Aug. 1867. Nelson Crescent

Valille Bull Lots for Sale
I3ST EVERTON.

THE suhserll'cr offers for sale, cheap for cash 
two valuable building lots in the Village o# 

Everton, being No. 132 and No. 133, us laid out, 
on the ninp made by Win Haskins Esq. P L 8.— 
There are two-fifths of an acre of land In the two 
lois, and being dose to the Disciples’ Meeting 
House, and in a central part of the Village fov.n 
excellent sites for building on. For terms auplv 
at the Mf.rcvby Office, or (if by letter post-paid) to 

DUNCAN ROBERTSON Everton P O 
Guelph, Nov. 15th, 1667. 1 wit

dominion Saloon,
(late grand’s shades saloon,)

OPPOSITE THE MARKET,
GUELPH.

ClHOICE LIQUORS, Cigare, Oysters, &c., &c., 
! always on hand. Heal» furnished at

a,,H°Ur- DENIS BUNYAN.
Guelph, December 2,1867. dainty

H. HOOGt-’S

FLOUR AND FEED STORE
Opposite the Market Shed.

CONSTANTLY ON BAND, all kinds of Mill 
Feed,Chopped Peas, Middlings,Shorts, Brau,

Oorameal, Oatmeal, Flour!
Potatoes.

CHEAP

Photographs

W. BURGESS
T)EG8 leave to inform his friends and the prb- 
n lie of Guelph and surrounding country that 

having received a large lot of FRAMES suite-

Christmas Presents,
lie will through the HOLIDAYS furnish all kinds 
of Photographs at greatly

PMCSSS.
Parties wishing to make presents of Photo- 

graplis to their friends should call at once.

PICTURES
of all kinds furnished in the first style of the art. 

ty- Gallery above John A. Wood’s Grocery

W. BURCE88.
Guelph, 18th December. 1867. dw

THE BARCLAY

SEWING MACHINE.
WITHOUT any exceptions, the Barclay Sew

ing Machine, Manufactured by the British 
American Sewing Machine Company,

AT PARIS, ONTARIO,
are the best In the Dominion of Canada for gener
al puriioses. An examinatiou is merely request
ed, which will be to die advantage of those in
tending to puichsse. A1' machines warranted.

Algo, Agent for the DALTON 1 VTT'NG MA
CHINES, ohe ofthe best machines in the market. 

Apply to“ MOSES BECHT6L.
General Agent fo- -he County of Win, o n 

Blair P O., Dec. 4th, 1867

Apothecaries’ Hall,
MARKET SQUARE, GUELPH.

JUST RECEIVED

A large supply of

^SYDNEY BROWN’S

PERFUME

WATCHES!
Superior to either the “ Russell ’ or “ American” 
Watch, containing as it dues a new and

DELIGHTFUL PERFUME
for the Handkerchief, unrivalled for the sweet
ness of its odour and lasting properties. ✓
Price Twenty-five Gents each

ALEX. B. PETRIE,

Guelph, Deo. 7 1807

D3VON BULL FOR SALE

FOR sale by the subscriber, the Devon Bull 
“Prince William,” 4 years old. He has 

• al.cn eight premiums at ih- Provincial and 
County Shows, and also at the last New York 
S.aie Fair. He Is the best bull of the Devon 
bleed in C’ »ada. Apply to

GEO. RUDD,
PusUnch Plains, Guelph P O 

Guelph, 9tii December, 1867. w4

Gold & Silver Plating
A. HOWIE «SCO,
Royal Hotel Buildings, James-st.,

Watches, Chains, Rings Pencil Cases, 
and all kinds of Jewelry 

Plated In Gold.
Tea Sett., Cak/Baiketn, Knives, Fork., Spoons. 

Ac. , Plated at reasonable rates.

Jiao, Boor Plate» It Carriage 
rrlmmlnys

of every description done to order with neatness 
anti despatch.

Orders from a distance punctually attended to. 
Hamilton, November 23 1867- dw3m

Opposite the

MARKET.

Opposite the

MARKET.

1,000 Men wanted
At1 the ELEPHANT Clothing Emporium

ursteggiaat
TO FILL THOSE

OVERCOATS and PEA JACKETS
which range in price from $3.50 upwards. During the present month

SMITH & BOTSFOBD
will seü their CLOTHING at prices much lower than that of any other house In Guelph, It is now 
generally admitted that this is the only Store In town where real Bazjatns can be obtained

Commercial Bank Bills taken at par.

SMITH » BOTSFORD,
Guelph, 11th December, 1867. dw-tf

DIRECT IMPORTATIONS
OF STAPLE AND FANCY

DRY GOODS!
AT THE BRADFORD HOUSE.

GEORGE JEFFREY
Has much pleasure in announcing the arrival of his

FALL AND WINTER STOCK!
WHICH WILL BE FOUND ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE IN 

CANADA. HE WOULD PARTICULARLY DIRECT AT- 
1ENTICN TO A FEW DEPARTMENTS:

SILKS, Black and Coloured.
REPS, PRINCESS’ CLOTHS,

MANTLE CLOTHS,
Some things Quite New. . ’

And every other description of Goods will be shown as they
appear in the Market. .

GEORGE JEFFREY» *
Guelph, Septeraber.81* 1867.

GREAT SALE OF

BOOTS AND SHOES

PREST & HEPBURN
WILL COMMENCE

On Monday next, 23rjd Dec.,
To .ell off the entire Slock ol Imported Coeds

At ©@®t a » 4 i) n.d er $

and will continue until the whole is CLEARED OUT, as they intend in future to keep nothing bat 
their own manufacture. This will be the best opportunity ever offered in the Town 

of Guelph to b iy cheap Boots and Shoes, as the

Whole Stock will be sold without Reserve for Cash only.

BREST & HEPBURN.
Guelph, 10th October. 1867. .

is* Come and See the Bargains at the *2#

RUTHERFORD HOUSE I

DRY GOODS, CLOTHING
And a Cheap lot of Ladies' and Gentlemen's Underclothing,

All ol whicÿ we are detmtimd to .ell Afr tlton .ny bon* to the town, and onr

Groceries, Crockery and Liquors are Cheaper than e*n

Just Arrived from Newfoundland
100 Barrels Latest Caught Labrador Herrings,
100 Half Barrels Latest Caught Labrador Herr ngs,

which ton be tonddmtly reonmmeiKlwl tothebert Imported thto veer.

Commercial Bank Bills taken ft par.
November lfcl


