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OLD FRIENDS.
B |

liere gre winﬁvd’ With)
* When truehearts hold converse sweet,
There is gladness without measure—
When old friends long parted meet,
There are words of kindest greeting,
Care dispelling, soothing {mn—
There is rapture In the meei ing,
When the faithful meet again.

There are memories of our childhood —
,Oh, that far, far happier day,
nOf mar mr:mhlu in lhawildwoﬁ!}:
Aund the es we used to 3
the bush—the hung,
Where thie blackbird y its strain,
And the parties, p(ﬂun oral,
Met in mead or daisied lane.

Of the jesamine trained so neatly,
Climbing lattice, casement o'er,
And the mossfrose blowing sweetly

%ﬂw open dot door ;
M, flowers may be blooming
ven now perchance as then,
But they lack the old perfuming
OF our native vale and glen,

There are gushing, tender feelings,
“Mutual confidences sweet ;
Bﬂ:ly uttered heart revealings,
‘re¢ from selfishness, deceﬁ 3
There's the truth—the pledge—the token,
Plighted—sealed—exchanged again,
While remaineth still unbroken
Bach fine link of friendship's chain.

There is listening to old stories,
Btealing far into the night,
Of the shadows and the glories—
In the battles all must fight ;
‘Wishes,—hopes—fulfilled or thwarted,
Aﬂn(iod hpﬂ‘neu and woe—
All the trials since we parted,
In the long, long, long ago.

There's the ever sad reverting

To the loved ones death hath claimed,
To the marble still asseriing

Yor what viriues they were famed ;
We accept thy holy chastening,

And reflect on our own doom,
For we feel that we are hastening

To the same sad, silent temb.

The Maiden’s Choice

A Tale of the Covenanters.

‘This is a serious matter, truly,’ ob-
served Mr. Gordon, who listened to the
speaker with evident anxiety. ‘ We have
everything to fear from this unprincipled
and revengeful young man, who has the
Fower to gratify his evil passions to the

ullest extent. e must flee at once—
this very night.’

‘ Impossible, sir,’ cried Walter, hastily,
‘ You would most certainly be taken.’

‘ There i8 at least a chance of escape by
flight, while by remaining there is none.
For Marion’s sake we must be gone.
shudder to think upon her falling into his
hands.’

“She shall never fall in o his hands,’
exclaimed Walter, in a tone of fierce de-
termination. ‘His license may be great,
but he dare not do open violence or injury
to a lady resident in this mansion. As
her host, I have the right and power to
see that she is protected ; but I venture
to hope that a dearer and higher right
stil! will be given me.- Let me call her
by the sacred name of wife, and this will
of necessity cause Allan to cease his
audacious attempts to secure her.’

‘Have you talked to Marion of this?'
asked ‘Mr. Gordon.

‘No; but I hope to obtain the dear girl's
consent. We are already betrothed, and,
a8 you know, sir, but for the troubles of
the times we would have been married
ere this. But it has often seemed to me
that these troubles should hasten rather
than retard our union, and the circum-
stances which have now arisen render it
imperatively n that Marion
should obtain that protection which mar
raige alone can give. Marion, m{(duling,
you will not refuse me this. You have
come to Birkencleuch to-night asa guest,
but Providence intimates that you have
come to it as a home. Let us obey the
message 80 plainly sent, and give effect
to the love we iave avowed, and the
purpose we have cherished.’

Marion trembled violently, and in great
distress hid her face in her tather’s bosom.
Mr. Gordon soothingly caréssed her, and,
with his calm, gentie,-Joving voice, thus
spoke, as he fondly groked herglittering,
tresses—

‘My dear Marion, this is no new sub-
ject for your consideratipn-—no new pros-
pect for your contemplation. Years ago
you promised, with my sanction and ap-
}I)‘robatiou, to be the wife of Walter Elliot,
here is none to whom I would give you
80 willingly, for I have proved his worth.
He speaks the truth when he says that
but for the time of persecution that has
overtaken our Church, you and he would
ere this have been married. Hitherto it |
has seemed as if this were not a time for |
marrying and giving in marriage, but the
hour has come when it is essential for you
to have such a protection as a husband
can give. The circumstances are alto-
gether uncommon, but so is the emergen-
cy, and that may well excuse all that is
unusual. Trast Walter for the rest ; he

i ous and e | If will unit
8 generous and true. I myself will unite O

you, and God will listen to a father’s
prayers for your welfare.’

‘I a u satisfied that this is for the best,’
said Hugh.
ening arouund us.
ing each other is almost gone, while that
of our enemies to hurt is daily increasing.’

“You hear this, Marion,” said Walter
again, as he advanced and took her hand.
‘Those whose love and affection you can-
not doubt support me in what I have
Pro] One word from you will suffice
to let me know that you consent. Nay,
the pressure of your hand will be enough.’

Some moments of perfect silence follow-
ed, then Marion’s hand closed spasmodi-

cally on the manly fingers of her lover, | Li

and her answer was given.

‘Bless you, my darling,’ said Walter,
kissing the hand by which consent had
been expressed, while his handsome face
flushed with joy.

It was a strange scene when, an hour
or two later, the marriage ceremony was
performed in that secluded chamber, in
circumstances 8o unusual and so solemn,
But a few hours before and not one there
present dreamed of such a thing. Now all
:ﬂ-nod in congidering it to be strongly

visable, and so, without preparation—
without pomp of any kind. and with
nearly as much secrecy as if it had been
a crime, the Laird of Birkencleuch receiv-
ed his bride from her father’s hand, and

the sacred words were said which joined | ¥,

them together till Death, the t
divider, should put them asunder. Hugh
'Kail, with Andrew Weir and Marjory,
ere the only witnesses, and the two
latter were both glad and awe-struck
by the proceedings.
Bat perhaps the most solemn moment
of the scene was at the close, when, as

Lvent the dim

‘ Danger and peril are thick- | Straw
Our power of protect- | Wood per

mansion, and for two of them at least a
hldlng lee required to be provided with-
out ay—even:  bofore . the
light—for they had not the slightest
doubt that at an early hour of the day
Charlie Allan and his troopers weuld
make their appearance at the house.

The two for whom concealment was
essential were Mr. Gordon and Hugh
M'Kail, whose apprehension—particular-
ly M’Kail's—was eq{)vrly desired by cer-
tain men in power whom he had mortal-
ly offended by words whose so of
power was truth. Mr. Gordon as the for-
mer minister of Greystone, was also liable
to punishment . becanse he had. dared to
come within the bounds of his former

rish, from which by tyrannous edict,

e had been banished.

And Walter Elliot himself was liable
to be heavily fined if either of these two
men were found in his house.

A short time after midnight, when the
owner of the house had seen his guests
mmfor:]nbly ﬁh of for "“ix nlghltxnllxe
came through the passages with the
in his hand, and entered the kitchenl:
where Andrew Weir sat by himself by
the embers of a fadtng fire

‘ Now to work, Andrew,’ he said as he
entered. ‘I dare say you have a guess
what we have got to do.’

‘Tae find a safe hidin’ place, of course,’
responded Andrew, as he started prompt-

ly ué)

‘Evén so. For once we must make
acquaintance with the empty rooms and
underground chambers of the old house.
There must be secret places about it.’

‘ Deed are they, if we could only fa’ in
wi’ them,’ observed Andrew. ‘I hae been
sitting here by mysel’ for the last half-
oor tryin’ to mind aboot a hinin’ place
that T hae heard o’ langsyns, but I hinna
come to onything satisfactery aboot it.—
A’ that I can get haud o’ is a dim impres-
sion that it was said to be in a water
waul.”

‘ Indeed, then that must be in the very
lowest part of the building. Light your
lamp, and bring it along with you for we
shall need both.

Andrew would have hesitated not a
little to explore the uninhabited portion
of the mansion at that midnight hour
alone ; for although not particularly sup-
erstitious, yet the thought of entering

laces where human foot had not been
or years —places the darkness and soli-
tude of which had not been disturbed tor
generations—was more than he could en-
counter by himself. But with his brave
strong young master with him, he ex-
perienced not the slightest tremor, and
together they descended numerous flights
of black and dusty stone stairs into the
region of dampness, mustiness, and aerie
silence.

Their purpose was to penetrate to the
lowest recesses in search of the well of
which Andrew had spoken, and in their
progress they traversed so many passages
went through such a number of empty
rooms, and made such a variety of wind-
ings and turnings that Andrew declared
they would not be able to find their way
back.

*'i'rist me for that,” returned Walter,
1 nuver forget a path I have trod, and
know precisely the point where we areat
present. We are in the vicinity of the
west wing, and I am just_looking out for
a grating or loophole by which to try to
find out whether we have reached the
basement of the walls, or are actually
below them. Here is a doorway, let us
see if we can discover anything inside.’

They entered a low-arched circular
cell, the sides of which were grimly or-
namented with iron bars fixed in the
rocky wall, from which rusty chains de-
pended, giving significant tokens of the
purpose to which the place had once been
put. At the side opposite the entrance
was a grated aperture, through which
the night air blew in a fresh stream, to
the great relief of the explorers, who had
been for an hour at least, breathing a
close and disagreeable atmosphere.

The. lamps were placed in the passage
without, so that their light might not pre-
rlight without/ from
being vigible, and Walter advancing to
the grating, crept down upon his knees
and peered through.

T0 BE CONTINUED.
-

Business must be attended to, and
in order to do thisproperly Mr. Hors-
man will keep open each evening till
7 o'clock, and on: Saturday until 9,

Wicks, dc.
COMMERCIAL
" Guelph Markets.
MERCURY OFFICE, GUELPH.

December 28, 1867.

Flbur, per 100 Ibs, ...
Fall Wheat per bushel
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Eggs,per .
n{l‘er (firkin), per ®
eese, each .

'urkeys do ..
Chickens per pair
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Apples pe)
Lamb per 1b .
Beef

Beef, porlb ... ..
Pork per 100 1bs ...
Sheep Pelts each
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amb skins . ..
Hides ver 1001bs .

Money Market.
JACKSON'S EXCHANGE OFFICE. )
Guelph, December, 28, 1867.

38}.
,m’-q bo't at 73} 1o 74; Sold at T4} to 75
boughit at 4} to de. dis. ; sold at 3ge to

per Canada Bank Bills bought at 50c. to ube.
Commercial Bank Bills bought at 90c to 95c.

MONTREAL MARKETS.
Kirkwood, Livingstone & Co's. report by Special
Telegraph to ‘Evening Mercury.’)

Moxtredr, December 28, 1867.
Flour—Fancy, $7 50 to 87 60; Superfine No. 1.
7 20 to 87 85; Welland Canal, 87 25. Bag flour,
$3 60 to §3 60. Oats 42 ¢ to 42c. Barley 85c o
90c. Butte, —dairy 16c to 19¢ ; store packed 14c
to 16c. . shes—Pous 85 45 to §6 50, pearls §5 05
00.

Flour receipts moderate, market very quiet and

I 1. Crainnot ! rovisions—
Pork quiet at former rates ; Hogs heayy arrivals,
demand langvid and a tendency to Jower rates.—
Butter unchanged. Ashes dullat unchanged rates

ToroxTo, December 27, 1867

Flour— Receipts, 000 brls; No. 1. at 86 75.—
Wheat—at §1 50. Peas—72c. Oats—85c¢ to Hsc.
Barley—82c to §1 05. ~

Haxiurox, December 27 1867,

husband and wife, Walter and Marion
knelt together and swore adh C
the '_vnc," No one knew

8| Fall wheat,—$1 45

Jor the sale of Oil, Lumps, Chimneys,

EG to {niimate (0 their Western friends and the public generally, that they have now received a
large portion of their Fall supply of

Fresh English Groceries, Wines, Brandies, &e.,

Ex; ‘Planet,’ ‘Chandiere,’ “City of ' «Glenb:
“Avon,” ‘Oneida,’ * Hibernia,” ‘Peruvian, ‘Summer,’
“Abeona’' ahd Gleniffer, from Glasgow.

« Agnes’ from Charente. 3 And are daily expecting the arrival of

Fresh New: Crop Fruit and Mediterranean Cargo

EX, * Deodara,’ * Canny Scott’ and 'Mm\-y Ann,’ from Malaga, Marseilles and Denia.

! from Lordon.
and Pericles,” from Liverpool.

JUST RECEIVING IN STORE

308 Hnds and Tierces of Barl
522 Bbls Currants crop 1866, V. A
5170 Half Chests and Catties S8ouchong, Congou. Japan, Gunpowder, Young and Old Hyson Teas,

With a full assortment of Tobaccos, Refined Su , Wines and Liquors and Dry Groceries. All of
which will be submitted to the trade, equal to and below Moutreal prices.

3" Iuspection invited. Terms Liberal Cash and prompt paying customers desired.
To¢onto, Sth November, 1867,

THOS. GRIFRITH & 00.,

‘Wholesale Grocers,
39 Front-st., TORONTO,

RE now receiving Ex. 8. 8. Nova Scotian,
A Moravian, and other vessels,

s, Porto Rico and Cuba Sugars,
CHEAP.

dwtf

CHEAP

Photographs
W. BI—II{GESS

BEGH leave to inform his friends and the pro-
Jic of Guelph and surrounding country that
NLES suita-

New Valencia Raisins

New Layer do

Very Prime West End
Layer Raisins

Bbls English Crushed Sugar

New Currants

Bags and Pockets choice Java
Coffee

Qr Casks and Casés Dunville
Irish Whiske

Cases Kinahan’s L. L. do

Chests, Half Chests, and Cad-
dies New Season, Ping Suey,
YoungHysons, Cunpowders,
Congous,Souchongs, Color’d
and Uncolored Japans, Im-
perials, Twankay, Orange,
Pekoe, &c., &c.

Bags superior Arracan Rice

Cases English Thumb Blue

Bbis Brazil Nuts

Bags 8. 8. Almonds

‘" Walnuts
Filberts,
Cases Pearl Tapioca,
‘“  Thin'sPickles

Booth'’s, Betts’ and Bar-
clay's Old Tom

John Bull Bitters

Crates Wine, Beer and Whiskey
Bottles

Cases Orange, Lemon & Citron
Peel

Boxes Valencia and Jordan Al-
monds

Cases Table Salt, in glass jars
do Liquorice, &c. &c.

AND DAILY EXPECTED

Boxes
.
“

having received a large lot of FI.
blefor |

Christmas Presems,

he will through the HOLIDAYS furnish all kinds
of Phot ugm]Sm at greatly

REDUCED PRICES.

Parties wishing to make presents of Photo-
graphs to their friends should call at once.

PICTURES

of all kinds furnished in the first style of the art.
¥ Gallery above John A. Wood's Grocery
Store.
W.BURGESS.

‘“ Guelph, 18th December, 1867. dw

THE BARCLAY

SEWING MACHINE.

ITHOUT any exceptions, the Barclay Bew-
ing Machine, Manufactured by the British
American Sewing Machine Company,

AT PARIS, ONTARIO,

are the best ia the Dominion of Canada for gener-
a) purposes. An examinatiou is merely request
ed, which will be to he advan.age of those in-
wending to puichase, A" machines warranted.

1s kent for the DALTON EN'TT/NG MA-
ohe of the best machines in the market.

Applyto |
MOBES BECUTEY,

General Agent for .he Covuty of Win o
Blair P 0., Dec. 4th, 1867

Crosse & Blackwell’s Pickles, Sauces, 5

eserves. N
The above, together with a large stock of

GENERAL GROCERIES,

INCLUDING

Raw and Refined Sugars,
Bright and Dark Tobaccos,

(in Caddies, Butts and § Butts), and

WINES & LIQUORS,

COMPRISING

Pale and Dark Brandies
Hollands and 0ld Tom Gin,
Jamaica Rum

Pale and Deep Golden Sherries
Champagnes, &c., 4

Apothecaries’ Hall,
MARKET SQUARE, GUELPH,

JUST RECEIVED

A large supply of

SYDNEY BROWN’S

Will be sold at unusually Low Prices tothe Trade.

TEAGMS LIBERAL.

THOMAS GRIFFITH & CO.,
WHOLESALE GROCERS,

39 Front Street.
dw-2m |

PERFUME

WATCHES!

Superior to either the ‘‘ Russell * or ‘‘ American’
Watch, containing as it does a new and

DELIGHTRUL PERFUME

for the Handkerchief, unrivalled for the sweet-
ness of its odour and lasting properties.

Toronto, Nov. 1, 1867.

Funerals, Fuherals !

ATHAN TOVELL has to intimate tha

he is prepared to attend {unerals as vsual
Coffins always on hand. Hearse to hire.

His Sieam Planing Mill is in constant operation.

All kinds of lumber, sashes, doors, blinds, mould-

ings, &c. He solicits a share of public patronage.

NATHAN TOVELL,
Guelph, 27/th Aug, 1867. Nelson Crescent

Price Twenty-five Cents each

ALEX. B. PETRIE,
Chemist, Market Square,
Guelph, Des. 7 1807 dw

Valatle Builling Lats for Sae

IN EVERTON.

DZVON BULL FOR SALE

OR sale by the subscriber, the Devon Bull
“Prince William,” 4 years old. He has
«alen eight premiums at ihe Provincial and
County Shows, and also at the last New York
S.ace Fair. He is the best bull of the Devon
bieed in Cr 'ada.  Apply to
GEO. RUDD,

Puslinch Plains, Guelph P O

Gue'ph, 9ch December, 1867, wé

Gold & Silver Plating

A.HOWIE& CO.

Royal Hotel Buildings, James-st.,

EXAMII.TOIN.

Watches, Chains, Rings Pencil Cases,
and all kinds of Jewelry
Plated in Gold.

Tea Setts, Cak#’Baskets, Knives, Forks, Spoons
&ec., Plated at reasonable rates.
Jiso, Door Plates 8§ Carriage
Trimmings

of every description done to order with neatness
and despatci.
Orders from a distance punctually attended to.

Hamilton, November 23 1867.

HE subscriber offers for sale, cheap for cash
. two valuable building lots in the Village o®
Everton; being No. 182 and No. 133, us laid oue
on tie map made by Wm Haskins. Esq. P L8.—
There are two-fi’ths of an acre of land in the wvo
lois, and being close to the l)im-lwlen' Meeting
Hovse, and in a cenural part of the Village. foran
excellent sites for building on.  For terms anl"
at the MERCURY (Jﬂh-e,ur‘%ﬂfhy Tetter post-paid) to
DUNCAN ROBERTSON Everton P O

Guelph, Nov. 15th, 1667. wit

(LATE GRAND'S SHADES SALOON,)

OPPOSITE THE MARKET,
GUELPH.

HOICE LIQUORS, Cigars, Oysters, &c., &c.,
/always on hand. Meals fornished at

all Hours.
DENIS BUNYAN.
Guelph, December 2, 1867, dawly

EH. EEOGGPsS

FLOUR AND FEED STORE

Opposite the Market Shed.

[ONSTANTLY ON HAND, all kinds of Mill
Feed, Chopped Peas, Middlings, Bhorts, Bran,

50. g do—8§1
T )

Cornmeal, Oatmeal, Flour ! GEORGE
! ; 1R R lA

L) P w 1to b » 3
-care 8, | 1D tor in Chanoe

Opposite the
MARKET.

MARKET.

1,000 MEN WANTED

At'the ELEPHANT Clothing Emporium

OVERCOATS and PEA JACKETS

which range in pricefrom $8,50 upwards, During the present month

SMITH & BOTSFORD

will sell their CLOTHING at prices much lower than that of any other house in it is now
generally admitted that this is the only Btore in town where real B ains can b

Commercial Bank Bills taken at par. :
SMiTH & BOTSFORD.

Guelph, 11th December, 1867. dw-tf

DIRECT IMPORTATIONS

OF STAPLE AND FANCY

DRY GOODS!

AT THE BRADFORD HOUSE.

D N o N N A

GEORGE JEFFREY

Has much pleagure in announcing the arrival of his

FALL AND WINTER STOCK!

WHICH WILL BE FOUND ONE OF THE MOST ATTRACTIVE IN.
CANADA. HE WOULD PARTICULARLY DIRECT A7-
1ENTICN T0 A FEW DEPARTMENTS:

SILKS, Black and Ooloured.
REPS, PRINCESS’ OLOTHS
MANTLE OLOTHS,
Some things Quite New. .

And every other description of Goods will be shownas they
appear in the Market.

GEORGE JEFYREY,

Guelph, September, 217 1867.

GREAT SALE OF

BOOTS AND SHOES

PREST & HEPBURN

WIIL COMMENCE

On Monday next, 23;';1 Dec.,

To soll off the entire Stock of Imported Goods

At Cost and ﬁma@@z

and will continue until the whole is CLEARED OUT, as they intend in future to keep nothing but
their own manufacture. This will be the best opportunity ever offered in the Town
of Guelph to bay cheap Boots and Shoes, as the

‘Whole Stock will be sold without Reserve for Cash only.

PREST & HEPBURN.

GIelph,}ﬁth October. 1867.

W= Come and See the Bargains at the <=

RUTHERFORD HOUSE !

DRY GOODS, CLOTHING

And a Cheap lot of Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Underclothing,

per than any house in the town, and our

Allof which we are determtned to sell oMb

Groceries, Orockery and Liquors are Cheaper than ek

| Just Arrived from Newfoundland

Barrels Latest Qaught Labrador Herrings,
%% Half Barrels I.ate:t‘ Oaught Labrador Herr.ngs,

which can be confldentl ded as the best d thin year,

Bank

.




