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CHAPTER XVIIL

The night of Gaunt’s dinner-party
arrived.

He had put it off as long as possible,
for he hated the thought of it, but the
thing had to be done, and at last a date
was fixed and the invitations sent cut.
It was to be a very large party, but
there was no danger of the resqurces
of the Hall being. strained; for the
“state” rooms, as the housekeeper lov-
ed 'to call them, were vast enough to
hold more persons than were asked,
and the army of servants was well
drilled.

There was a Countess of Roborough,
a dear old lady, with white hair, and
beautiful, old-fashioned manners; she
was a great friend of Gaunt’s, and she
offered to play the part of hostess and
sit at the head of his table, “for that
night only.”

“It is a pity that there is not a duly
qualified and legal ‘lady of the castle,’”
she said to Cannt when she made the
offer. “It is always awkward for a
‘bachelor, and I think you will find rae
useful. I hope, next time you give a
party, I shall not be nggged, Lord
Gaunt.” ox

She smiled at him with her wise and
compassionate old eyes, and Gaunt
smiled back at her, and shook his
head.

He had winced at the word “bache-
lor,” but he answered, calmly enough:

“No one could fill the.place so well
as you, dear Lady Roborough, and I
should always be satisfied to see you
in. it. I am very grateful.”

She looked at him ¢wistfully, and
sighed; she knew that there must be
some mystery in his life; but she knew
also that, whatever it was, Gaunt
would keep it to himself.

Mrs. Sherborne and her brother re-
ceived an invitation, and accepted;
Decima also received hers. She would
have liked to have refused, but Lord
Gaunt had made her promise, and she
knew she must go. But she did not
want to.go with Mrs, Sherborne, and
she carried the invitation to her fa-
ther. Mr. Deane positively refused.
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«I hate a crowd,” he said. “Why dees
not Robert take you?”

“Bobby can not leave London,” said
Decima; “

Mr. Deane shuffied up and down the
laboratory.

“I’'ve had a letter this morning from
him,” he said, and he felt in his pockets
and looked round helplessly. “Where is
it? I put it somewhere. He writes ask-
ing for more money; he seems to have
spent all his allowance already. I sup-
pose I must send him some more,
though I can’t afford it; that is, just
now; presently it will not matter.” He
straightened himself, and looked round
with a sanguine smile. “There will be
plenty of money, my dear Decima,
plenty, very soon. Yes, Bobby and you
shall take your proper places in the
world.”

Decima had grown so accustomed to
such remarks as these that they had
ceased to make any #mpression on her.

“And you will go, father?” she said.

“Yes—yes; I suppose s0,” he as-
gented, with a sigh.

Decima went and looked at her
dresses. She would have liked a new
frock for the occasion, but she thought
of Bobby's letter, and resolved to make
one of the old ones do. She was quite
sure that so’ insignificant & persoh as
herself would not be noticed in that
brilliant assemblage.

So, when the night came, she put
on her soft, dove-colored silk, onmly
slightly open at the neck, and without
a flower or jewel for ornament, and
smiled at her reflection in the glass.

“I certainly do look rather Quaker-
ish, as Bobby would say,” she thought.
“But it will not matter. I know scarce-
ly any one but the Mershons, and I
shall escape notice all the easier.”

The party had created a great, deal
of excitement, and she realized "how
important a function it was when she
saw the large crowd of villagers which
had collected at the .gate to see the
guests arrive, and e long line of
handsome carriages coming and going
along the avenue.

The great house was a blaze of
light, and Mr. Deane shuffled his feet
and groaned, as their modest fly at
last drew up to the steps, over which
a striped awning had been spread, and
he caught a glimpse of the many foot-
men standing in waiting.

Lady Roborough stood just within
the - drawing-room to receive zthe
guests, and Lord Gaunt stood at her
elbow holding her bouquet.

Her keen eyes scanned Decima’s
face as she and her father were an-
nounced, and for a moment a look of
surprise and admiration flashed in her
ladyship’s eyes as she gave Decima
her hand.

At Decima’s entrance, Gaunt’s heart
leaped, but his face grew paler if any-
thing.

“It was good of you to come,” he said
in‘a low voice, and his hand ‘closed
over hers with a firm pressure.

" Decima murmured. something in-
audible, and passing on, was swallow-
edup in the crowd.

Lady Roborough looked after her,

“What a sweet-looking girl!” she
said in an under-tone to Gaunt. “It is
a remarkable face; one sees so few
really modest-looking girls nowadays.
I did not know Mr. Deane had a daugh-
ter. How is it I have not met her?”

Gaunt looked straight before him;
the touch of the little gloved hand was
still throbbing through him.

“They are very quiet people and go
nowhere,” he said, casually; too
casually, for the sharp old lady glanc-
ed at him keenly. But Gaunt’s face was
as impassive as usual and told nothing.

There were several persons who
knew Mr. Deane, and Decima found
that she was not to pass unnoticed,
as she had hoped and expected; for
her appearance had impressed others
‘besides Lady Roborough; and the men
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her, and Mr. Merghon hsd te wait tntil
she was free to greet him. His thin
lips tightened, and kLe stood leokiag
down with a half-nervous, half-ag-
_gressive air. Then he shook hands with
her, and his small eyes glanced round

crowd. i SLa W
“Quite a brilliant affair, fsn't it?" he

different expression. The splendor of
the women’s dresses, the flashing of
the diamonds pleased her, and excited
her a little. There was not a spark of
envy in her boeom.notstimﬁro-
gret for her own nlain attire. Mr.

upon her, and she made ‘no response.
She saw Lord Gaunt moving about the
room, speaking to one and another,
and almost as if he were conscious
that her eyés were resting upon him,
he turned and looked at her, and sud-
denly came across to her.

“Well, are you satisfled?” he said in
a low voice, too:low:for Mershon to
hear; and Mr. Mershon noticed the
whispered tone and resented it with
sharp resentment as he moved away
a little.

“Satisfied ?” said Declma.,
up at him with a faint smile.

“Yes,” he said; “this is your doing;
you wanted me to see people, go into
society—and here you are, you see!”
He smiled, but there was a gravity
and intensity in his gaze which De-
cima felt.

“Oh!” she said in repudiation. “But
it it were true, then I am satisfied.
How beautiful it is! T mean the rooms

”

a low voice.

—“And the dresses and thé jewels,”
she eontinued, disregarding his inter-
ruption. “It is quite significent, and—
and like a pageant. You ought to be
very proud, Lord Gaunt; for it must
be pleasant to have so many nice and
beautiful persons in your house.”

He looked at the girlish face uplift-
ed to him, and smiled enigmatically.
He noticed the plainness of her dress,
the absence of any ornament—he had
noticed it the moment she entered—
and he thought! “Not one of the wo-
men, with all their grand dresses and

*| their diamonds, is so beautiful, so dis-

tinguished-looking, as this love of mine
in her simple frock!”

“I am glad you are pleased,” he said,
quietly. “It will be my reward for be-
ing a good boy, and doing as I was
told.”

As he spoke, Mr. Mershon came up
and offered her his arm.

he said.

passive face, in which np sign of his
envy was visible, and went to the
Countess of Illminster, who was allot-
ted to him,

The brilliant crowd passed into the
dining-room -with its softly shaded
lights, For.this oceasion the famous
Gaunt plate had been unearthtd from
the bank vaults, and the long table
shone with gold and silver.

jewels. The dinner was a superb one

like most functions of its kind, by no
means dreary.

Lady Roborough was the perfection
of a hostess, and Gaunt exerted all
the charm which belonged to his race.

society, and Decima, who was not very

tom of the table, thought, as she listen-
ed to him and glanced now and again
at his face, how much younger he look-

him.

his part extremely well. He hated and
loathed the whole affair, but no one
had the least suspicion of his senti-
ment, or guessed that all the while he

dove-colored silk.

Gaunt’s admirably assumed manner
and mood proved infectious, and in-
stead of the dreary, commonplace
small-talk, with its intervals of awk-
ward and embarrassing silence, which
characteristic most dinmer-parties,
conversation flowed freely, and laugh-
ter ran like an accompaniment.

(To be continued.)
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\the magnificent room and the brilliant 1

'satd, with @n attempt at & snedr. -
Decima-looked about her with a vefy |

looking

“Which you decorated!” he said in

“I'am to take you in, Miss Deagg, "‘H

Gaunt looked at him with an im-

There were flowers everywhere, and
they softened the glitter of the preci-i
ous metals and the flashing of the

—it is talked of to this day—and, un-i

No one was better fitted to shine in |

far from him, where he sat at the bot-'

ed then than when she had first met

As a matter of fact, he was playing

was talking so brilliantly and smiling
so easefully, that he was wishing them l
all away—all but one little girl in_
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Clearance Sale Pmnos, 0rgans and
X Stl'llmellts‘r

1 Seeomd-lumd Upri v Planb in ﬁneton—
$300.00
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1 Cabinet Player, to fit any piano, ym
S0rolls .. .....JL
2 Jjano Case 6 Octaye Organs, each
1 Plano Case 6 Octafe Organ in fme; oak

1 Bell Organ, 5 octaves, "with hlgh tg

3 Clarionets, 2 in B flat and 1in A ach

1 Slide Trombone by Fischer, New York

1 Cornet by Fischer, New York .. . .«

1 Banjo-Mandoline with case .. .. ;. ..

3 Genuir. . Hawaiian Ukeleles, ith: ‘case
and tutor, each : L

3 Genuine Hawaiian Glllt" " with | case'
and tutor; each §. .. . .o <. & &

1 Muir Violin . R e

1 Autumatic Accordeon with 6 records

®o_o° ,
Musician’s Supply Co.
Royal Stores l!;urniture, St. Jéhn’s.
DUCKWORTH STREET,

may22,s,tu,th,tf
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Stanfield’s
Un

The weather iis getting cooler. You
tzant: good warm wool underwear. And,

now especially, you want the bést possible
value for your money. The'bgist value is

Stanfield’s.

We carry the | ,arcrest °*nck& I We seli
at the Lowest Pntes That is: why

“They A do to BLAIR'S
?or Stanf eld S.”

<\

Jerwear!

N NN NN NI NI NN

D A A A A AN A NP NI A P P

e

This is a question that the eco.
* nomical woman must needs ask aboyt
all her clothes. -

When she asks it about a Corset
we aaswer confidently: It mll in-
deed l—if it is a

Rust-Proof
Corset,

It will wear longer than you
thought posgible and it is “guaran.
teed not to rust, break or tear.”

Prices from $3.60 pair up,

S

OVERCOAT WEATHER.

We are showing a Superior: Line of Coatings in
Light and Park patterns suitable for the chilly even-
ings, and have also received our first shipment of
Winter Coatings, including a Superior Indigo Dye Blue
Nap of extra good quality.

As woollens are still advancing, we advise you to or-
der your Fall and Winter Suit and Overcoat now.

Prompt delivery aud satisfaction guaranteed.

CHARLES J. ELLIS,

High Class Tailor, 302 Waier Street.
feb28.tu,th,s,tl
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DRIED FRUITS

AT
Lowest Prices.

Three Crown California Raisins—25 Ib.
boxes.
‘Seedless California Raisins—25 Ib. boxes.
Seeded California Raisins—1 Ib. pkgs.
Loose Currants—56 Ib. boxes.
Package Currants—1 b. packages.
Evaporated Apples—50 Ib. boxes.
Evaporated Peaches—25 Ib. boxes.
Loose Dates—70 Ib. boxes.
Package,Dates— 1I5. packages.
V;Prunes—-ZS Ib. boxes.
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1 8 McNamara,
 QUEEN STREET.
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