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. LONDON GOSSIP.

LONDON, March 18th, 1918.
PAPER CRISIS,

The “Westminster Gazette” is ad-
vancing its price to twopence and so
becomes the first twopenny evening
paper. The “Daily Telegraph” is now
twopence, and the “Times” threepence
and expected to become dearer yet.
There is now only one halfpenny pa-
per in London, the “Daily Express.”
The Paper Commission as such is dis-
solved, and now becomes an advisory
committee to the Paper Controller,
A. J. Vernet, who has just been ap-
pointed. It is plain that the paper
situation has taken a further down-
ward turn, and the newspapers of the
country are having their very exist-
ence threatened. Whether it is faced
now or later, everyone in the business
knows that the time has arrived in the
publishing trade, as it has already
come (and been dealt with) in most
other trades, when journals which
publish, news, and so perform a
“Class A” service to the country
which in their absence would have to
be carried on by the State, should get
preference over journals = whose
claims, important as they may be, yet
come second to newspapers as essen-
tial: industries in war-time.

THE RUSSIAN LOANS.

Bonar Law refuses to believe that
the Germans will ever manage to ex-
ploit Russia economically. More in-
teresting stiil, he continued to.regard
Britain’s advances to Russia as a re-
coverable debt—a view. he promises
to explain when he introduces the
Budget. That the Chancellor of the
Exchequer thinks our advances are
not necessarily lost interests financial
men here deeply. They estimate our
Russian commitments to be some-
thing like £700,000,000 for the war,
£30,000,000 in municipal loans, and
£70,000,000 in commercial urdertak-
ings. German papers have, I believe,
hinted that as a part of a Ger:ma.n
peace the Teuton might undertake the
collection of Allied debts in Russia.
After Bonar Law’s speech they can-
not credit us with the willingness to
profit by their crimes. We fight, Bon-
ar Law declared, to teach the Ger-
mans that they cannot profit by war.
Any other peace would be our defeat.

EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

e

If the suggestion were acted upon
the result would be that we would
hand over to Germany 15,000 civil-
ians, the vast majority of whom are
reservists and non-commissioned of-
ficers of the German Army, for an ex-
change of 3,000 British. Of the 3,000
it happJns that 2,000 are men of the
Mercantile Marine, whom the Ger-
mans regard as® combatants. It is
evident therefore that the “all for all”
plan of exchange would operate en-
tirely in ‘favor of the enemy, and
there is no prospect of its being
adopted. As a matter of fact, the
difficulty in securing the exchange of
prisoners on a reasonable basis is
due to the unwilling attitude of Ger-
many.

METALS AS GERMAN MONEY.

It appears from information which
has been received in authoritative
quarters here that in order to en-
courage subscriptions in neutral
countries to the eighth German war
loan the authorities in Berlin are of-
fering to accept as payment various
kinds of metal and other materials
generally employed in the manufac-
ture of munitions. I am assured,
however, that as far as the Scandina-
vian countries are concerned there is
no prospect of any subscriptions be-
ing forthcoming on such terms, while
in Holland there is a  shortage of
metals. That same shortage is one
of the most disturbing factors for the
Central Powers just now, and the
means suggested for mitigating it
gove the existence of tfouble rather
an promise to remove it.

DILLON AND THE IRISH PARTY.

John Dillon becomes chairman of
the Irish Parliamentary party for the
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H LET US FILL YOUR OR-
DERS FROM FRESH

second time. His first term of office
(1896-1900) was during the Parnell
split, and he resigned in order to
make it easier for the reunion of the
two sections, John Redmond, who was
the'leader of the smaller, the Parnel-
lite section, being elected chairman
by common asgent. The party will
lose nothing in dignity by its new
leader, who is—like Redmond—a dis-
tinguished Parliamentary fi g ur e,
though his speeches would gain by
compression. He is the son of the
late John Blake Dillon, a barrister
and at one time a member of Parlia-

Telegraphing from
last evening, Reuter’s correspondent
says: I interviewed one of the fore-

FOUGHT LIKE PALADINS,

LONDON, April 19.
headquarters

For The Spring

b_\; Drug]

U

I . X Chase’s Mdicines old
GERALD S. DOYLE, A
man Royalty’s [;

SUPPLIES.

ELLIS &0,

203 Water Street.
Fresh N. Y. Turkeys.

Young Hen Birds.

most French Generals who command-
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Secret Food Stores.

ed the three French divisions which
held up thirty German divisions for
ten days in the heavy fighting, previ-
ous to April 7th, and he declared un-
reservedly there was nothing disquiet-
ing in the present battle situation, but
that on the contrary we have every
ground for confidence. Both in Picar-
dy and Flanders the Germans would
continue to fling wearied divisions
into battle until the moment of ex-
haustion arrived. The course of this
battle like all others, was essential-
ly the same. Each side would con-
tinue to ply between blow and coun-

Everybody needs something new for spring and here are a
few thing we are offering :

Ladies’ Spring Coats, in black and white
checked, Blouses in lawns, voile and silk,

Skirts in cloth and serge, Sweater Coats, }

There seems little prospect of any-
thing being done to release from their
internment the British civilian pris-
oners at Ruhleben.
gested that the Government ought to
negotiate with Germany for
change of prisoners on an
This, however, is on the
face of it impracticable, as the figures
given by Lord Newton demonstrate.
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‘enreer he has probably never done a

‘| beliet in the future of his' country,

ment, who in the early forties of the
last century joined with Thomas Da~
vis and Charles Gavan Duffy to estab-
lish the “Nation” newspaper, and
crystalise the modern political creed
of Irish nationalism. Dillon first
came into prominence in Ireland by
acting with his brother as secretary
of the committee which organised a
reception to his father’s old colleague
John Mitchell (the grandfather, by
the way, of the ex-Mayor of New
York) on the return of that veteran
to Ireland. He was one of the prom-
inent figures in the Land League
movement, and had his share of pris-
on—an almost inseparable incident in
those days in the career of a leading

Fresh N. Y. Chicken.

Milk. Fed and Tender.

Fresh N. Y. Ducks.

Young and Tender.
Corned Ox Tongues.
Large Specials.
Family Mess Pork.

Choice Small Pieces.

ter blow, endeavoring by weight of
numbers, or superior skill, to find the
weak points in the enemy’s armor,
and each endeavoring to retain suffi-
cient reserves to turn the scale when
the decisive moment. was racred. Af-
ter four years we are only now within
sight of this decisive point, the Gen-
eral said. He declared that as the
Germans have still got in France un-

the flood pouring in through Bailleul,
up towards Hazebrouck, was checked.
The battle might continue a month or

Rolled Corned Beef. Blouses, etc.

the colors range in red, saxe, navy and V.
rose, all neatly trimmed with white collars and §
cuffs. Also, Underskirts, Camisoles, Dres-§
sing Gowns and Jackets, House Dresses, ]

Extra Belly Pork. _|l(baiie woud sroces- and tne aexe 98 "1 €2 Aprons, Corsets, Hose, Gloves, Middy

Choice Brisket Corned more, but the Entente would contin-
. Beef. ue until the enemy’s reserves were
exhausted and his numérical superior-

THEN WE HAVE—

. Swift's Hams & Bacon.

Nationalist. He has sat in Parlia-

ment since 1880, except between 1388
and 1885, when he retired, owing, “it
was understood, to reasons of health.
He married in 1805 a daughter of the
late Lord Justice Mathew, and has
been a widower since 1907, When he
first appeared in Parliament he was
thought by some, with his tall figure,
olive complexion, black hair, and =a
certain air of gentle melancholy, to
present o Spanish type. Thée hair has
grown grey since then and the beard
longer, but he is still erect, and the
melancholy does not prevent his dis-
playing a sense of huwmour, In all his

more courageous thing than nocept-.
ing the Irish leadership at the, pre-
sent critlcal moment, but he ia a
sound demoerat, and has an invineible

many other things.
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['s Former Member of the Fam-
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.n there is one secret more than
sother about their private affairs
Bat the German Royal family have
g%t carefully concealed from the
man public it is the existence of
royal private food stores.

,,,Al & matter of fact I never even

blearn about them accidentally.
t.e had had charge of a case for

,Clpta[n von Myner
# a libel action.

&% Baw a good deal of the Captain
" We were makiffg inquiries on
8 behalf and we became on friendly

08. I often went to his flat in

Svening for a chat over a pipe

of found him 2 most amusing, e;x-
) Halning Individual, 1t was on the

: & OCcasion that I saw him that he

: ;f e about the royal food stores.

| B Kaiser a5 g Food-Hoarder.
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W do You mean?”
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In Germany and then I came |

A official in the German War Office, |
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