BUSHMAN, =
on 1R IS A SEW COUNTRY.—8. W, LANDGR.
© "Paegbuse e the title of several years,
experiened 1w Austrulin, The author hes
a tgh opinfun ol the resousces of the eoun.
s, which congint of horse sfor Indip, wing
duied truits, cotton, coal, wool, corn, whale
wil, cured fish and ebip-timber. Mr. Law-
dot gres up amusing account of the ele-
wents of which society is made up in an
English Aastralian . settlcment ; which be
thus concluded 3

L
4 A great deal of disconigpt and repining
ally prevaile'in a colony. People whe
e long doubtfully huvered between sui
ide and highway robbery, determine at
length 1o adopt the still more melancholy
Itefhatise of emigration, After bequeath-
& a few tender sighs 1o (he country
hich they have hitherto regarded ruther us
. ® step mot! er than a parent,—and having
prthetically solicited the sympathy of tho.
who wore readily bestow upon them a fewd

pounds than a few tears, in the piou i

of ‘hever seeing them more,~=ou|
betake themeclves to the T
taeir adoption, in the

lief that they ha

to live *like ol
o
lppt Thewn Lo

Means, o~
p ol
Ity (ceds the
the rooks or the
short time, however,
(o P hey are no better off in the
newisdatl they were in the old country.—
* I'he gum-trees do pot produce bread, nor
the banksine shoulders of mutton ; aod,
conséquently, their hopes have been miser-
ably disappointed, and they loudly proclaim
theif wants and sorrows in the strects.—
Thére are unforiunately, in all coloniee—
se vefugiv pecculorum,— many ewl
“gnu o'f, {hil ::'l'nn, idle and worthless,
who bave pever done well, and never will
sticceed in any part of the world. A colo-
nial life is -not fur these men, and we To
commend them to pass on to some uther
regrion as quickly de possible.”
The fullowing pertinent remarks may be
as the seqnence of the above :—
Nothing can be more absurd than to
fmagine that # & rtine may be made in a
euluny by wno: }ave neither in them
about thewn any of the elements or gua-
lities by which fortunes are gained at house.
There aré uvafortunately, few sources ol
wealth peculiar to a cu!rny. The only ad-
vantage .which the emigrant may reasona-
by calculate upon enjoying, is the diminu-
vion of competition. In England the crowd
is 80 dense that men smother one another.
Jt is only by opening up the same chanpels
of wealth under more favorable circum-
stances that the emigrant bas any rnight to
calculate upen success.  V.ithout a profes-
sion, without any legitimate calling in
which his early years have been properly
mucled thout eny knowledge or any
te of businese, a man has no better pros-
t of making a fortuna in acolony than at
eme, None, however, so circumstanced
enlertains this Lelief ; on the contrary, be
@oters upon his new career without any
pisgivings, and with the courage and en-
Ahusiasm of a newly enlisted recruit,
intment which so soon and so
AR owd of vices
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Wl Bassage for boats, or vessels
ng from four to five feet water. Upon
the left bank of the river is the town ol
Fremantle, The most prominent olject
from the sea is.acireular building of white
limestone, placed on the summit of a black
rock at the mouth of.the Swan. This
building is the gaol. On the other side of
the roadstead, about ten or twelve iniles
distant from the main, is a chain of islands,
of which"Rottnest is the most northern.—
Then come some large rocks, called the
Biragg'ers, leaviog a passage out from the
roadstead by the south of Rottnest ; after
these is Carnac, an island abounding with
- yabbits and mutton-birds ; and still farther
eouth is Garden Island. Fremantle, the
prineipal port of the colony, is unfortunate-
Iy situafed, as vessels of any burthen are
obliged to anchor at a considerable dis-
tance from the-shore. Lower down the
coast is a fine harbour, called Mangles Bay,
eontaining a splendid anchorage, and it is
much to be lamented that this was not
oviginally fixed upon as the site for the
espital of the colony, The i
’m'un which the visitor to this settlement
teceives is not favorable. The whole coun-
try between Fremaotle and Perth, a dis-
tance of ten miles, is composed of granitic
sand, with which is mixed a small propor-
tion of vegetable mouid. This unfavora
ble deecription of soil is covered with a
course scrub, and an immense forept of
banksia-trees, red gume, aud several
ties of the eucalyptus. The banksia
paltry tree, about the size of an apple-tree
in sn English or French orchard, perfectly
uselees as timber, but affurding an inex-
haustidle supply of firewood. Besides the
trees [ have mentioned, there in the xan-
tharea, or grass-tree, a plant which cannot
be intelligibly described to those who have
never seen it. The stem consists of a tough
pithy substance, round which the leaves
are formed. These, long and tapering tike
the rush, are four-sided, and extremely brit-
tle; the byse from which they shoot is
broad and flat, about the size of a thumb
nail, and very resinous in substance. As
the leaves decay annually, others aré put
forth above the bases of the old ones, which
are thus pressed down by the new shoots,
snd a fresl”circle is added every year to
the growing plent. Thousands of acres
are covered with this singular vegetable
production ; and the traveller at his night
bivoaac is always sure of a glorious fire
from the resinous stems of the grass-tree
aud a comfortable bed from its leaves.”
Mr. Landor givee the following descrip-
gion 1 the aborigines :
¥ Whe native inbabitants of Western
Australia are only superior in the scale of
hyman beings to the Boejemans of South-
erg Africa, Their intellectual capacity ap-
pears 1o be very amall, and their physical
strgeture js extremely feeble, In some
respucts Lhe Australian peculiarity sssimi-
fate to two of the five varieties of the
human race, Jn the form of his face and
the toxture of his bhair he resembles the
Malay ; in the parrow forehead, the promi.
¢fnt chockbones, and the knees turned in,
Le approaches towirde the Ethiopien, -
Fhere in & remarkable difference UStween
the jrws and the testh Df the Avstralian
aral 1hoet of any other existing race. The
pcisures 450 thick and round, not, ae usual,
pto cdges, but resembling trun-
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{eated conei ; the cu-pidati are not pointed, | ous to water as glass; for

but broad ard flat oab‘minn;ilcn:‘.‘.:w-
face, like the noighbouring bicus o—
Tiie may be atuibutable to mechanical
attrition, dej .
foud which the tecth a:e cmph yed in mas-
ticativg, The vpper does nut overlap the
under jaw, but the teeth meet ut their sur-
faces.  This peculiarity of teeth has buen
noticed by B.umenbach as a characteristic
«of the E(yr’iu mummy : but he thinks the
natore of the food not sullicient to sec

for it, and imagines it to ons
variety. He cbserves, that ‘althg
veema&d most easy to account fg

pearanee by attributing it

the food necd by the”,
generali:y of ne

wmuuinies, ang

e rci

bilit

__ o the

ln]y human race were
“materially in its dentition
get of manking, the fact would
¥ise to & strong suspicion of a real
ific divers I bave examined the
of infavts and children, and foand
em in every respect similar to those of
Europeans of similar sgee. Mereover, the
process of degradation may be traced 10 na-
tiveé of different ages up to the teeth worn
to the level of the gums in the old man. 1
therefore consider it the effect of attrition ;
but it becomnes an interesting question to
determine what may be the patare of the
food which produced Tlie same character in
the ancient Egyptian and the modern Aus-
tralian. Did the fathers of science live on
barke and roots.like the wretched Austra-
lian? Although attrition may cause this
singular appearance of the teeth, the real
question is, why does the lower jaw so per-
fectly and exactly meet its fellow ? And is

this continued 1o these two examples I”

IntBLLEcTUAL CuLTUuRE.—Intellectually
speaking, man is nut gregarious, but every
mind has a track of its own as well as a
body of its own. TFo force incongruous
numbers to the same irksome tavks, is a
violence to nature which extends disorder
alike to the moral, the intellectual, and the
corporeal being. Mental fellowship and co-
vperation are indeed essential to enlarged
success ; but to drive boys, like a herd, to
the same pasture, is neither to strengthen
the bonds of sociality mor to develope in-
dividual character. Those who have felt
the value of mental culture, and have taken
their course untrammelled by task-work,
have generally shown their intellectnal
vigour by a greater capacity of endurance,
as well as by freedom, boldness, and health-
iness of thought. We may as well look
for easy walking in a Chinese lady, whose
fiet have grown in iron shoes, and those
very small ones, as for easy thinking in a
mind that has been cast in a mould con-
structed to suit the- minimi of the milliva.
The reflcctive and perceptive faculties are
too generally sacrificed at school for the
sake of mere. verbal memory : and hence
those who were realiy most highly endowed,
appeared paathere, most deficiet schol-
ars ; s piNewton and Walter
Scott. e, shat the: mode
system

ss, knowledgé, UB
¥ but rather, together
¢ the memory valuation
of nte]lect, CaM he most hervic spirits
of our age to hang upon vulgar opinion and
the state of the market. No less so, in-
deed, when the lessons are introduced by
prayer and ended by flogging, that when
the riotous spirit of youth is left to itself to
gather motives and morals from the poetic
didactics, bewildering ethics, and impure
histories of an emasculated beathenism.—
Iustruction should be valued only as it
helps the mind forward to an acquaintance
with natural and revealed facts ; and as the
proper inducement to study and research
is enjoyment, this should be made to “de-
pend on the example and pleasure of those
who can rightly direct us. Heaven claims
our hearts for no other reason and on no
other principle.—Dr. Moore.

Booxs.—In the best books great men
talk to us, with us, and give us their most
recious thoughts. Books ére the true
evellers. They give to all who will faith-
fully use them, the society and the pre-
sence of the best and greatest of our race.
No matter how poor I am; no matter
though the prosperous of my own time will
not enter my obscure dwelling. [f learned
men and poets will enter and take 'up’ their
abode under my roofe—if Milton will cross
my threshold to sing to me of Paradise,
and Shakspeare open to me the worlds of
imagination, and the workings of the human
heart, and Franklin enrich me with his
practical wisdom, [ shall not pine for want
of intellectual companionship, and I may
become a cultivated man, though excluded
from what is called the best society in the
place where I live.

C—————————

Gurta Peacna.~This is the name of a
new substance or gum, which is said to be
destined to eclipse India rubber forall the
purposes for which that article is now used.
The gum is from a-peculiar tree which
grows on the Island of Eorneoand through:
out the peninsula of Malacca. It diflers
from the Caouchouc gum, inasmuch as it
immediately becomes hard after exudation,
and by exposure to the air.  Ita utiltarian
application is endless. It is purified by be-
ing boiled in hot water, when it becomes
soft and plastic ; below the temperature of
fifty degrees it is nearly as hurd as wood ;
It is extremely tough but becomes plastic
when it is cut into thin strips ; at a tempe-
rature below boiling water it becomes as
soft and ytelding as melted wax, or putty,
and may be moulded into any form er
strotched out thinner than the finest paper.
When it cools it becomes hard and tough
sgain and retains its plastic shape without
the slightest change by contraction or

arping.
"lf;le‘pnsrlnlion is said to be already

where it has been em-
loyed in book-binding, for which purpose it
:u been preferred to leather. Ornaments
as elegant as those of paper mache are
made of it, and is said to” bave been made
use of also for mouldinge and cornices.—
Acids and chemical agencies have no effect:
upon it, whilst ite temacity in resisting
woight is so wonderful, that & thin -IX
will sustain & weight of fifty pounds.
leaf of this remarkable Gutta Percha no
thicker than bank note paper is as impervi- |

known in England,

ding on the na'ure of the |

“ 0
overings of boxes, and in all cases
otection from wet is desired, ils ¢

invalusble. It can be formed
pipes .ﬁd,-uqr-p‘l’:u of any sige,
1

degree of strength that mé; g
and vecd § n&'wm"w :
cuinpo
“be n
IO porpid
ow

how be ured. ?

ie said thet it will su-

T all other materials, as it
extreme thinnesy, perfectly f!

0 air or water, and of greatet

than any otber flexibie material

b. In its bard state it can with diffi.

y be gyt with, a koife or a saw, but
hen it is soft, it can be moulded into the
most delicate forms by the hand of a ehild.

Svrrnion Moog or Curine Hame. l
W. Stickney communicates for the
benefit the following superior mode o
ing hams :—I make a pickle of two g
of salt 10 which 1 add orie ounce of su
savoury, ome ounce sweét marojum,
ounce allspice, half an ounce of ‘saltp
and ore pound of brown sugar ; 1 bg
whole togefher and apply the mixture
ing hot to one hundred pounds of ham
keep it in pickle three or four w2eks,
process of emoking is not the most ex|
sive but may not be the lees available
that acceunt. [ smoke the hams in a
cask, with one head in, with a swall
for the smoke to get out; and hang
hams te the head. I use about a
mabogany sawdust for fuel and sonel
only a week. .In feeding with corn 60lbs.
ground goes ab fare as one hondred in ‘the
kernel. Corn meal should never be ground
very fine, as it injures the richness of it.—
Ruta Baga is the only root that increases
in putritious qualities as it increases in
size.

ions and very diverse, as to the pro
 sons for turning the Rams to the Ewes in
'this part of the province ; and us it is a
matter of some importance, we would be
glad to hear some of our readers on the sub-
Ject, There are some few so careless as
to let the Rams at large at all times ; some
allow the intercourse as early as October,
and others as late as January, each haviog
theories. Sume few years since, when no
shelter was prepared for the poor animal,
and when the lee side of a barn or shed, or
even fence, was denied them by the more
powerful animals throughout the most in-
clement seasons, and when 'scanty sub-
sistence was procured by scratching through
the snow, Lo reach the sour frozen herbage
of the field ; and of the worst portion of
the fodder of the yard, alike by
cattle and young horses, and trodden under
foot by the pigs, was thought sufficient for
their support. And when rpot crops were
not grown or stored to keep them in condi-
tion then indeed it was pecessary to have
the lambs dropped before the beginning of
June when there might be subsistance for
the .dam and her offspring ; but-now that
the turnip and carrot are or way be grown
in abundance, and can be easily stored, there

cerott ne 3.1
gena\ion,-—-lhil we think the main cause
for the deteriorationi in many of the flocks

There is yet another objection to this
practice ; the flock should be shorn by the
fast of May, and in washing, prior to shear-
ing, much danger is incurred in bandling
Ewes before lambing.

Shecp should not be allowed to go out
of condition ; but they do so, a few thriv-
ing old crones excepted, and it cannot be
conceived otherwise than that the Ewe, to
do justice to her offepring ehould be far re-
moved from poverty ; and we certainly
think that if the needful food and shelter
be provided, lambs may, with perfect safety
and little lose, be dropped by the first of
April. If intended for the butcher, the
earliest command the best price (such as
it is,) or if for home consumption, the fleece
will be increased in weight and value ; and
if kept for stock, the wethers at least might
be profitably shorn at the end of August.—
Newcastle Farmer.
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How JONAH FELT WHEN HE WAS IN THE

HALE's BELLY.— No one doubts that
Jonah remained for a considerable space of
time ; and some ancient writers have en-
deavoured to account, philosophically, for
his existence in such a singular and awful
situation, One s that the fieh which
swallowed Jcnah, had seven eyes, which
served as so many windows for the pro-
phet to see all that was in the sea, and
among other things to discover the way
which the Iseralites took in crossing the
Red Sea. Garaseee says that Jonah him-
self acknowledges that his preservation
was miraculous and that he more than doubts
whether he remsined.in such a greasy
disagreeable place for ‘such a long time
without nourishment. Though he certain-
ly saw daylight three “times return, it is
very possible that the mooster by passing
hrough the centre of the world might have
been in opposite places on the globe wilhin
twelve hours and thus exhibited to him a
day and s night within that time; and by
this reckoning Jonah would have remained
but one and a half days instead of three
days within the body of the fish. But
Jon le has been found ! Strange as
it ma r, Pliny details the curious
fact, e ekeleton of an enormous sea-
mon! found inland near the coastof Jop-
pa has been satisfactorily identified as the
very fish to which the history of Jonah re-
fe Mr. Jacob Bryant-has enlarged upon
this subject, and suppdrts the opinion of
Pliny by consideration of the'size und pro-
portions of the monster, and from the nature
and situation of the coast near where its ro-
mains were found,

A WiLp Avimat Suckreo By 4 Womaxy,
We noticed the fact at the time, that while
Raymond & Waring’s Menagerie was at
this place some six weeks since on exhibi-
tion, a Bengal tigress, belonging to it, gave
birth to a cub, the male parent of which
was a lion, While in New York the other
day, we were informed by a gentleman con-
nected with the Menagerie, that the little
cross-breed is alive and growing ﬁnell, a
woman in the city, who lost her child bav-
ing taken it to raise at her breast ! We
are told that Romufus and Remus, the
founders of Rome, were suckled in infancy
by & wolf ; but wo never heard before of a
woman adopting a Joung ferocious animal
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Suzee B.uﬁn.—Mny are the opin-
r. sea-

P

it as bor owb child! Tle
 half lin. and -balf-tiger,
in a burean drawer ; and
n her husband gets put
eo the little sharp elawed ful-
Iw‘lv:: in the bed :.lll;‘ e
By -~ n hungry, t u
s # terrible racket, and seems

every of at I .
its foster-dam we-should advise her
wead it as soon as poezible. This eurious
cross breed is a mele; its heed and foreparts
being the complete lion, the mane slready
beginning to show iteelf; while its body
is striped and bears full reseinblance to tle
tiger i—Eastern State Journal.

7'0 SUBSCRIBERS.

(7 We send the Huron Signal to many
viends in the District, whom we
had an opportunit solicitin,
ibers, on account o
oads, and will be happy to
" owr list as subscribers.

of choose to patrenize us will return
B, with “No Subscriber” wrillen
L' We hope that every well wisher
District wll give us their support
ence in extending our circulation.
dred will beof no use—we waat

e furnish our townsmen with a
is, those whu do not choose to be-
riber# will pledwe notif; us before
lissue—parties that we may onit
e hand in their names and resi-

e they will be served by the

HURON SIGNAL.

' FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1848.

.

A TO OUR READERS.

i In issuing the first number of the first news-

ipaper that has been printed in this important
istrict; it may be expected that we should say
mething of our views gnd inteations. - And

although, it isadmitted, that the age of prefaces

and apologies is past, we will introduce the

% Huron Sigwal™ witlra very few remarks.

It is necessary that &« newspaper should in
some degree be the medium of political intelli-
gence. There are in every country, at least
two distinct political parties, hence, it is again
necessary that every newspaper must be the
jorgan or the -du,neol a party, and it may be
presumed that our mottois a sufficient intimation
that the ‘“ Huron Signal” will endeavor to ad-
vance the views of the Liberal party. ¢ The
greatest possible good to the greatest possible
mumber,” is a sentiment which must certainly
meet the approbation of every honest upright
'man. Be#®™while we are disposed (o maintaia
the principle embodied in our motto With zeal
mad earnestness, we will carefully avoid all un-
chartable feelinge to our opponents. We will
pot indulge in vituperation or scurrilily. We

ill have no fellowship with anonymous commu-

ications containing personal slander or any-

ing calculated to injure personal character,

such an impartial manner as will allow a parti-
cipation of the benefits to all the members of
the community. An honest and equal destribu-
tion of the patronage of the Crown without re-
gard to any other claim than that of merit.—
Equal parliamentary representation, and a ol-
tional eystem of Education upon improved pria-
ciples.

Baut, although, we intend to be thus far politi-
cal from a conviction that the study or knowledge
of political economy, is an incumbent duty on
every man, (in fact we always dread -those
characters who are forward in declaring that they
de mnot understand nor take any interest in
politics. We have some doubts of their eligi-
bility to the blessings of civilized society.)—
Still there are other subjects in which much of
the bappiness of a country is involved, .and
hencp, we shall study to make the *‘ Hurdn
Signal” the vehiclé of as many Essays and as
much knowledge on all subjects of practical im-
portance, as our space and time.will reasonably
aliow.

e
THE CONTEST.

The Elections are over. They have resulted
exactly as they ought, and as was reasonably ex-
pected. In almost eyery civilized country 'in
Europe, and in America, the age has passed
away when any Administration would be suffered
to squander the people’s money without giving
eome sort of acknowledgement for it.

Perhaps vne of .the strongest and most popu-
lar governments upon record, was that which
succeeded to power immediately after the passing
of the British Reform Bill in 1832. We are not
aware that the annals of politics can furnish an
instance of an administration being supported
by as Jarge & proportion of the people’s repre-
sentatives. During the first three years after
their ascension to power, the Russel and Mel-
bourne Ministry could have brought forward any
measure with the almost abgolute certainty of
carrying it; but their measures were few and of
smali importance, and ultimately they bécame
emphaticaly designated ** The do-nothing Minis-
try,”" and were obliged to retire from office with
mach less credit than they assumed it.

‘The present Canadian Ads.inistration have
done a little. They have beea three years in
office, and it must be admitted that they have
passed & few minor measures which have o
tendency to benefit the country. The great
measures which affect the present peace and
prosperity, and ifvolve the future destiny of the
Province, they have either left untouched or
offered to adjust upon such partial and impolitic
principles as have actually disgusted many of
their own supporters. Their majority was small
and consequently it required cunning and strata-
gem to enable them to retain place—but-some of
the meaas employed for this purpose were worse
than cunning, they were positively dishonest; for
instance, the flagrant conduct pursued with re-
gard to Election Commitices, and the base act
of purchasing constituencies for some of their
favorites. The efforte necessary to ensure poe-
session of power occupied so much of their time
and ingenuity, that the public business was
neglected. And as we remarked belore, the

public have resolved not to pay. money without

et at the breast from whenge | flon
substance

receivicg something in returs ; heace

eult of thie present genersl election.
mere gham in the still adherénts
Sherwood Cameron faction, o attribute their
ir own_insetivity during  the elec-
Jod<they deserve much eredit on
Thieir zeal and activity 'would have
e better cause. The nuth

1

ct a libel vpon the Electors of Canada
to insinualé thata large number of ted
agoinst conecience, simply because the lebders
of the Couservative-party were not present to
drag, or whip them into s Knowledge of their duty
—such ineslts will certainly have their proper
effect. But in looking at the several mmjorities
of votes ou”each side, i¥ appears that every
Liberal member returned, is, in veality the repre-

B | sentative of & much greater number of Electors

than the Conservative. 8o that supposing the
oumber of members returnéd, on each side, to
be exactly equal, the forty-two Liberals would re-
present about TuREx-¥irTus more of the Electors
than the foriy-two Conservatives. This faet if
taken in connection with the fact that the
Liberals have a majority of about twenty-five,
will make it evident that Conset vatism represents
now but a very small fraction of the Canadian
people ; ind upon a system of equal_representa-
tion it would have required a most ygigantic effort
on the part of the few Conservatives to have re-
turned a majority of members. The Die is
‘cast—astill the ultra adherents of ultra Toryism,
manifest the same determinstion to resort to the
most unjustifisble means to shew their unquali-
fied detestation of honest principle. . We allude
to the conduct of Mr. Vansittarc, returning offi-
cer for the covaty of Oxford, who ia- defiance of
the fact that Mr. Hincks was returned by one
of the largest majorities recorded in the Provinee,
has been so far inflaenced by his hatred of free-
dom, asto declare Peter Curroll the legitimate
member for Oxford!! We know not how far
the Ministry are chargable with this outrage ;
rumour is implicating the Solicitor-General
very deeply, and the following extract from the
British Whig, a Consétvative paper, seems to
insinuate that the crime is ascribable te some
other quarter than to the deficiency of conscien-
tiousness in the head of John George Vansittart:
** From' Oxford we learn; that malgre the
overwhelming majority of Mr. Hinks, over his
Conservative opponent, Mr Carroll, the Return-
ing Officer has thought proper 1o declare - the
latter gentleman the winoing candidate, in con-
sequence of some waat of techaicality in Mr.
Hincks' qualification. We cannot speak with
sufficient detestation of such paltry conduct.—
Instead of being an ill-tempered Radical, were
Mr. Hincks the devil himself, he ghould have
fair play. He was once before illegally unseated,
and now snother attempt is made to perpetrate
the same cruel injustice. How.can the Electors
of Oxford ever become warmly attached to the
existing form of Government, when they see
their dearest rights grossly violated and set aside,
to suit the'convenience of a party. There is
portion of Canada more thoroughly Conservative
than this good City of Kingston; and yet we
can assure our distant readers, that on every
side, we hear nothing but th rob

And certainly the Conservative party hi

some laudable examples of persevering

their eadeavors to prevent this dread

of the Liberals getting in—but thefe is & pre-

paratory step 1o this dreaded advent to which

perhaps a great portion of their terror and zeal
ttributable, namely the great fact, that be-

fore the Liberals can get in the Conscrvatives

must get out ! !

We sincerely trust that the coming adminis-
trition will endeavor 'to study the real -interests
of this great country, and to enact such measures
as have a tendeney to allay the demon of discord
that is paralysing our best energies. Let us
only have peace and unanimity of pction, and
the progressive’ aad permanent prosperity of
Cdnadais sure.

And to prevent society, from Gaspe to Gode-
rich from being shaken as if by an earthquake
<during a general election, let us have a fair and
equal representation in Parliament, and let every
possible me: be employed to disseminate
sonnd practical information so that all glasses
may, be enabled to perceive that, in this’ New
country at least, there should be but one interest
—namely, General Improvement,

e

WHAT IS A NEWSPAPER?

We think it was the first Earl of Chatham
who said : ** give me the making of a country’s
Ballads, and I care not who may make the-
Laws,” However strange this sentimeat may
appear, €t is expressive of a great fact. There
was a period in the history of our race when
Ballad-makere and Ballad-singers exerted a
much greater influence oa society than the Law-
makers. The age of the Bards was long past
before the time of the first Earl of Chatham ; but
still it is & fact that the spirit of patriotism, of
war, and of bravery, is more forcibly awakened
by a national melody than by an act of parlia-
ment. If you wish to arouse the native daring
of a Scotchman, sing him ** the garb of Old
Gaul" or ** Bruce’s Address.” If you wish to
stir the chivalry of an Irishman, sing

“ O ! for the swords of former times,

O ! for the men that bore them.”
Butunfortunately for Canada she has no nation-
al melody—there is no. song—no ballad—no
poem to produce a commopn feeling among the
varied inhabitants of Canada. The people of
this country are all Englishmen, or Scotchmen,
oririshmen, or Dutchmen ; each clinging to and
hugging his own peculiar national prejudices,
but having no common bond of union. Would
nobody write a few songs for Canada? unl&
nobody* write something calculated to produce
some kind of national sympathy amonget us ?
Are we to live as alieos to each other, and to
transmit the same national prejudices to our pos-
terity 7 Is Canada not worthy of a people who
are willing to acknowledge her as their country ?
In the absence of a national melody, however,
could the newspaper press not be conducted so
as to produce a salutary effect on the national
mind? We do beleive that the press is the
great creator of public opinion in this country at
present, and if judiciously conducted might be
productive of the most happy results. And in
answering the question, *“What is & Newspa-
per 1" it may be proper to observe that exelusive
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own
bt
dent, which
ds of past " nges,

lilulm phper of logal
wtility, which without much pretension to taleat
olll.l.ilpb the disscmina-
tipn of reel practical and useful information, and
the fourth is the Bectarian, which has & direct
tendeacy to fister aod keep alive these party
feelings which are producing the misery of the
country. "

We have omitted to mention the * London
Examiner™ from & coavietion " w8 it is there-
presentative of no clase of newspapers, embody .
ing, ws it does, the paper of precedent and the
paperof principle, and, sanctifying both ‘with,
perhaps, thg most correct literary taste in the
great Meuopolis. :

But reader we do not integd to allade to these
distinetions of the newspaper press, merely for

istinctions, but for the
i ¢ fact thet
the varied divisidas of the mast exert sa

influence on the public mipd ; end should conse-
quently be modified and regalated so as to preduce
the most beaeficial results. Add at the same
time we wish it to be remembered that every
newspaper, "howevet tame or trifling, 1s the
vechicle of a certain amoant of human thought,
and forms some link of that infinite chain of
miod which is destined to accomplish the moral
and intellectual redemption of the world—heace
do not despise or wilfully destroy the newspaper,
lest possibly you should destroy a portion of
thought that can never aguin be brought iate
existeace. The formation of s national misd Is
the_ task of few individeals, and it is wrong
1o destroy any poition of the materials of whish
that mind is to be composed.

There is, however, one featare in the Cana-
dian press which must not be overlooked. [t is
that disgraceful tone in which its members talk
of each other. Every man is certainly jostifia-
blein maistaining, with spirit and energy, his
own principles ; but, can this not be done with-
out descending to that abominable depth of
pagsonal debasement—will that class of men
who hold the power of moulding publis
opinion be injudicious enough to pervéit the
social mind by aa exhibitioa of the worst taste
and worst feelings which stain eur eommon de-
pravity. Shame ! shame ! Let us throw aside
these ugly dispoaitions ; and while we try hoaest-
1y to advocate our owa opinions, let us avoid
every expression that has a tendeady to engeades
bad or bitter feelings ; and whatever may be our
difference of opinion let us agres o differ, and
jo be at least unanimous in the one great object
s=of producing a nationsl mind in Canada.

e

TICAL ABSURDITIES.

English statute book contains beveral acts

Go , but the doctrine of the Trinity is
neither more nor less true in consequence of
these acts ; and Lord Brougham informs us that
there is actually an act of Parliament decreeing
that 1728 inches do constitate one cubie foot.

And however mueh ':'P" foel disposed to
smile at these istances of folly in thé Legisla-
tors of former days, it is & fact that' the Law-
makers of our own tilés have been -
happy in the choice of their subjects for legisla-
tion. These remarks were suggested by
speech which we heard delivered by Mr. hlg
ton in Toronto on the morning after the receant
election. We have no inclination te tax My,
Boulton with the wilful intention of endesvor«
ing to do evil. We believe that men's errors
igeneral arise from u deficiency of judgment ov
from want of & proper coneideration of the sub«
ject; in other words, we believe that the whele
conduct of man rvesults from the peculiar confi~
guration of his brain, and as we have ne conve-
nient means of altering this configuration, our
first duty is to counteract the persicious effects
of these errors.  Mr. Boulton instead of defend-
ing Mr. McDonald'’s University Bill as he ought
to have done, cautiously avoided the veriast
allusion to it, and endeavored to divert the atien~
tion of the crowd by expatiating wpon the neces-
sity of dissolving the Unjon ; and of removing
the seat of Government immediately to Toronto.
So far as this proposal .is concerned we have
certainly no objection—but we do object serious-
ly to the severe attack which he made upoa the
Freach Caoadians, and_certainly not one of the
political absurdities to which we have alluded
will bear a comparison with the propossl of Mr.
Boulton.

The evils which have afflicted Canada sad
which have thrown the dégkest stain upon the
pages of her history, have
series of unjust and injudic
part of the British populatis
French Canadians of the right
ing, or even thinking according
toms and usages. They sough
them into Britons. The attempt
absurdity. In the year 1066 when
Normandy conquered Britain, he
imaginable means for Normandizing
tants—the curfew or coverfire bell was
All acts of Parligment and all public doe
were writt the Norman tongue, and in
everything was done that was supposed to
a tendency to metamorphose the ancient
into the similitude of his conqueror—~but igy

~

Nature'is not to be moulded or modeled by ’

capricious edicts or acts of Parliament. The
curfew bell still coglinues 10 be tolled in masy
parts of England and Scotland as & matter of
Amusement; but few regard itasa
extinguishing their fires. The ancient Ryitone
uever became Normans, the N

never became the | Britain,

Bat we ask in ¢ a8 & question of
justice : Is it not suficien¥¥hat a people shesld
live contentedly under the ‘gevern: .
foriegn power without being depri
customs, habits and language,
their identity as a people, ‘
peshape more than one-half the bappiness of sheri
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