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TAKING HIS MEASURE
“Call the prisoner,” ssid my 

guide, M. David of the detective 
service, and immediately the guide 
brought in a short, rath 
man, clad only in undershirt and 
trousers, says a writer on the 
French method of identifying 
criminals in McClure's Magiizine. 
His feet were bear. His lace was 

«agreeable, and his 
eves were bright and dark. He 
seemed to be perfectly indifferent 
to what awaited him, and gave 
his name and country without 
hesitation.

“He has been arrested for steal 
ing rabbits at Robinson," said my 
guide. Our business is to find if 
he has ever been up before. We'll 
tnake< the observations together, 
and you may recoid them on this 

t card,” handing me a piece of card- 
« v i.oard with many peculiar divisions 

«tnfi swbdivi-ions marked on it.
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“Observations Antbropometri- 
qi>es,” was the introductory head
ing. and “height" the first division. 
The prisoner was directed to place 
himself against a high measuring 
board bearing at the side a scale. 
A flat board 
top of his head, and the height it 
marked noted.

Without changing his position 
the arms of the prisober were 
stretched at full length, and the 
third measure taken. The second 
measure, the curvature of the 
spine is rarely taken. The fourth, 
height of the trunk, followed.

The next step is a little more 
complicated. The subject wa- 
ordered to sit down, and a jointed 
compass, furnished with 11 semi
circular scale divided int< millime
tre -, was applied to his head, one 
foot being braced against the root 
of the nose and the other moved 
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