
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATRS.

The following is the section of the act out of
wheh the discussion grew :

14. All wines and distilled liquors and brown
sugar, flour, bread, cheese, oatmeal, peas, &c.,
imported tor the army or navy, or naval yard, or
any commissary or government contractor, and
ail prize goods purchased for their use, and all
spirituous liquors distilled in the province apd
supplied for their use, shall be exempted
from duties, but they shall be warehoused.
And when they are intended to be delivered
from ithe warehouse. the entry shall be mode as
for home use, and shall state that they are sole-
ly for the use of the army or navy, or naval
yard ; and a bond, with two aureties, and in
double the duties, sha I be given to deliver them
to the persons authorized to receive them for
such use, or otherwise account for them to the
satisfaction of the board.

Mr. BLAISCUARD said-It will be remembered
that on the first day cf the ses-ion I asked for
a return of ail articles admitted duty free for
the use of the army, and I regret that it bas not
yet been forwarded me. I may, however, bring
to the notice of the Ilouse that up to 1857, in
the appropriation act of every year, the surn of
£300 was voted as a drawback upon officers
vine. In 1858 that was thrown out by the
House, and since that period the Legislature
has steadily refused to grant to the officers their
vines duty free. But under the section ot the
law before me the principte sanctioned by the
Rouse, it appears, may be evaded. Any officers
of the arny can go to a warehouse and ob-
tain any of the articles here specified and by
giving bonds and filing a certain affidavit that
they have bepn consumed by the army they are
admitted duty free. Therefore undet this st-
tute the consiasteit action of the House is com
pletely set aside. Not only does it enable
officers to get their wine free, but a sho-t
time ago a contractor in this city, through
it, obtained great advantages as I shall
show. Uutil vry recently the contractors
paid duty on their groceries, but tbis year the
contract was taken by a person who got al his
supp'ies, under this statute, free of duty. I con
tend the-e articles in the warehouse were not
imported for the express supply of the army and
navy-as itshould be, if they are to be duty
free-but by private merchants. It will be re-
collected tthat at the time of the Trent difficulty
coffee and other articles were'imported express-
ly for the ariy, and put it ibthe 'arehouses,
and after the difficulty was over it was sought
to put this article free·of duty in the market;
but it was not allowed by the Government of the
day. Up to lielast six montha you cannotfind
an instance of articles entered free of duty nlees
expressly iaported for the use of the army and
navy. A sergeant cari go to the warehouse and
get a cask of run free of duty, and at this mo-
ment a glass of liquor is sold a ithe barrackst for
half the sum it custs in the city. Now I wish
to bave titis matt-r iade quite clear-not to al-
low any chaice of imposition by an> ontractor
or any one "else.

Hon. Pao SEc -There is no doubt if it is
the policy of this House to tax the articls
enumerated in this clause, when intended for the
use of the troops, ithe law wil require to be al-

tered. The practice bas been correctly stated
iby the hon. gentleman itio has juitsat dow ,
but when the matter was brougt under the no-
tice of the Board of Revenue they were of
opinion that, und r the law asit noW stands,
the Governiment had no power to tax sucb arti-
cles. I entertain the opinion that the law is
rigt s il ls now. I believe it should niotbe
altéred because it has b en tbe poliey of Great
Britain and of ail her colonies to give to the per-
sons comprising Her Majesty's army and navy
such advantages as this law embraces; and if
thëre is a part of the British dominions in
which these restriction should not be imposed
it is this city. Those who reflect upon the im-
mense advantages conferred by the army and
navy-upon the benefit they are to trade-upon
the immense sunm of moey they put in circu.
lation annually, must be convinced that it wóuld
be most unjust to refuse them aillthe privileges
in our power to grant. It would be neitherjust
nor politic to take any step that would be looked
upon as indicating that the Legislature did not
appreciate these advantage lo tthe fullest extent.
Successive Colonial Secretaries have written oit
to this province, making the stiongest possible
representations concerning the imposition of
taxes upon her Majesty's army and navy, and
urgiug tthe propiety of doing away with themat
the first opportunity. I know that the question
may be differently viewed by some gentlemen,
but I feel it is my duty to: express what I am
convinced is the proper policy of this Legisla-
ture.

Mr. ToBiN-If the trade imports thesegoods,
and they are bought by contractors, and supplied
to the army and navy, the mercantile commun-
ity is clearly benefitted. The Contratuor, in
the present instance, appears to have b en
sharper than some others who nI course feel
aggrieved He found ont thatt Ibis law offered
him a great advantage, and lie availed hitmself
of it as he had a perfect righitto do I hav al-
ways advocated the prnciie that the officers'
wines should be admitted duty free, and I sin-
cerely regretted when the former practice vas
destroyed by the action of t a combination in
the Legisiature. I:believe that the ave is as it
shltiid be, and that it hould be retained on the
staute book. I believe that the army and navy
should have ail necessary articles free ot duty,
as tome slight return for the great benefits their
presence confersupon us.

Mr. McF>nr ANE ibriefly expressed himself in
favour of making ail proper concessions to the
army and navy.

Mr. AscatAn isaid,: It is very extrordinary
that the hon. gentlemen never discovered until
now that the officers of the army and navy had
a right, under the existing law to receive such
articles free of iuty. Without dwelliu, how-
ever, on this point,I may state that I do not
agree with; the ton- member for Halitax rr.

boiin) as to lte mannér i viticht lthe nid prau.
lice was done away with. It was nuot consider-
ed as a question of administration but irnvariably
as an o en suquestion. The reason vh he800
was saek off was beoause a great miter of
gentlemen:believed that it was only: ivig a
bounty for the distribation of spirituounsliquors.
If I recollect aright:it vas struck off wheuthe
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