
#•«*. tt T II K (.HAIS (.HOttKK' M lit»: J4» «* m«

II Common Business Honesty
Hy Arthur Stanœood Pier

GnneMed hnm Us» «mi

** %•«. »» 4m|'| Iwtlkf. N Ulk*« f**» 
i ** T ••»*! im»»<1 by e**ntr»«t

• Hk Im(«»•#* w*m4«4 i*‘|«1 4e pe-»«#,•»
l«M» end »#ilnt#4 "l« • ell I
l’«t »«IW<( »»Hl**»iK*i I *

“ Ire»f«f W» «bili* » •* »«âl •* M
• •»■! Meb h, •• p»«bl»G «ii'iliKH »»■• ••
hr U4 Irf-M U»» rgh,.M.

I MM «k»(lki«f «W» | «%» *1 |hr •»•«.<*. • 1
lier» im» tb»ngbt *4 aa»tk««ur 1* «I-»**'

“ Wrl#h IM»* le» b»*» e» l'Ire 
rlMtr rrl ndanlli “H»* p**«ii •• lhel
fhrrre •>. part K «1er g—»I I* U «!**•» |»j» 
eB»-«wi«( 4U fe« *• fl»M I f»M
Ikrvr'i «i«rtAik| I»Ir eflfrr» lhel «ire 
lee **

*F.ietl),** f»w T»rr*| eilh » hr*«4 
Iree eager ne •« te eerr»t MNn Su (••ml 
el eâl

“ Mi HAÏ»,’' »H < aspwr Dans i» 
i«M«« reillui »# lh» “ •••
etf«i I» le* e pie» W<r* »• fer f»«*l*»e 
Ile*

** M V ••!»»,■’ •««•( Welch, “ »«wl4 hr
•empli line ffnr IM fc*r >lif«lfM !•» p—4 
Mf «|ir| Thr» sell if •-# gradually, 
•me and thr» Iwtiaf en»>e *4 II Irt'll •#» 
•e lm hrrp ep thr pif* l.ift eleeie 
•rflikC ■»•»* the» •• i») lluwh ihr 
ptf*r4i pr«» rata lhel M, ••» re»h eelr

Iier rerh me» e «bar* #»4re«p»4»»bug 
t« fher» •• thr p»«J
Th» wee r*m**4 •» «alrer»

IleiM ei»‘*hr*| e*» inepert «rhet.11 P«wl 
ll**fH I ehm hrfnr» lh»* had been *M»
»*| •» kte»^j>k e lui <4 |Hpt. !♦»•• ewr 
lh» leM» *ilh fr»»eiag hrwws and ntt; 
lr«<e«l r*».»*llK firm#»* *«• lh» • •»#*»• 
Mm»» pel •!»•»» hie »«g«r. «ml thrusting 
hi* han't* i» l«* hie prkH en<l Imbiv 
her h «wnlemplnled **dserl> hie ••»» f**»»*! 
prrem» T **m| k«|gc1»«| elwml è» ht* 
rheir rl«*|Miif e»«i >ki U'|nnf hi* hand*. 
e»*l I eeper Mae» hmlrnl iro!*»••«**4* from 
'»er V» another *4 lh» m*h

“Il irrflH." h» eei.l al le*!, “lhel Mr 
M rlrh'e |*r»»pM*el r»',»n*r* w.me de«rus- 
•ae, f»*ll»awa I eh'-nl'l like mi «rlf I" 
P'it e qereti'f» I am »**l *ef\ erll wr«| 
i» «I» «linge i» lh» *•»•* k merkct . lh»
•rhrwr that Mf Web h ha* "utlined *W» 
lu Mr Herrick pra* tKaUr1"’

llrftvh #f.ntinur.l |» «Ira» «hafram*
ait bout l—fcing np "Perfectly h»

Prom I eeper Itan* • qu4*li«.n. »hi«h 
er»mr«l !#• *h«»e e mit tith««*pttahle altitude 
**n mih'l «hmn l«*»h cwOmgr II» *al »p 
end *«l f'tf ear»f •*» lh» ml**- ..f ht* rhair 
eilh hé* hand* re«ti»g »»n ht* h»»** *

** I think.' h» «••«!. “I f «n safely *•; I 
h»»» » reput *U*»n f«4 Kon'rttilrlhalinr. I 
km»w |'*r alee) * Innl I» «|c«er » r *«« h 
• rrputaii"» lertunlv if lh» plan 
prnpanl h\ Mf Welch mv»4ve«l injury 
|o mer *t».s-hl»*4«fers «e nmM hr n»»- 
wdrml e hrtreyâl *4 lh»ir interest*. I 
•houMn'l r«nintman#r il f.* e m»«m« ni 
But a* il ie I ctmfes* I «I«>»'| *r# why er 
er» o»«|rr any «iMigato-n f ». eyelein e c«.m- 
plrir end. e* Mr Web h he* •hown u» 
ernideM» l*»ee Mr Wdrh seem* lo lir 
quit» right in Mjinf lhel e» er» in »«• war 
bound In prnlrrt I hr interests «4 I hr puIJir 
Thr epe« illative public i* rape Mr of look- 
inf eflrr it* ne» inlrred* end of roomy 
in »ior re*r* out of Irn ehrn it «pmilate* 
in mining «loch* il realty rtprtli to lo*» '* 

llrmrk. *«ra»ling with** hi* pencil, 
three out • trivet |»et “It would h» 
elwio*t immoral to disappoint it."

**| em n«»t epeeking frivoloudy«eût 
**hinn. eith *ome *everity ” I we* never
m«*e in rer»e«t in my life Tkr specula- 
live nuMir i* perfect liable to take « are of 
itself W ho are the spreuUtixrg puMtr* 
familier* end *torkMidler* and if a lee- 
eon i* weeomall* administered to them, 
it i* no d>»ubt deserved I «peak as a 
conservative bu*in»»« man W* ha\e. 
dutie* to our stockholder*, failing that 
•e have duties to our wive* and children - 
end to our friend* I* there anyone here 
who would eee our good friend Tweed 
brought to humiliation and ruin, ell be­
cause of some abstract theory of duty to 
the speculative public*"

Me roee and placed hit hand loyally on 
Tweed's shoulder T weed shrank un 
comfortably under thejtoo, h and erourb

»*»g h*e*t «rung he* greet hand* together 
Mt*»a Mi leg *

f#h. m*»d about me he n»d
•a feeble protest " l*> Vt e**n*»«ler m»

But we do •f*n*-d*r y*-u. old men
Moke >» M»f« h heart h ’* %nd •» *• t>

•
a* » *»w a*»*ut \ aide# and whet ■»• »»> I 
ha*# anted up I ** put info »* end •**■»
to t*e Wiped ' ft with a femsl* to *Upb*«rt 

well .« will #»• tract wh> # #•*-! »|e«l
1 1
spee nlalit» pu hi»* . a man * dut? is let hi*
•«en "

n»ppo*« the feet* le-ak out before th*
•l e k *a» be u»l reded*" *a»d lien*

' That i« a n*k •* mu*t lake I don't 
think lh»f» »• mwh danger The mm* 
itself i* see* re mot* There are l«r»hef* 
we me* flepend -r. He e *» sell through 
half a d*fT*« end Mu in through ll»m* k 
ewd people will think the twodr** are buy 
•ng. if we work it «kdfully we ran h*dd n|* 
the prne But »e mw*t b» mutiow* We 
mu*t not drop a hint to any on» **

Tweed, aH>**e fa'» had I*»»» showing 
•» mptoiw* *4 retnrnmg *h*tre««. put a 
t*ew*bling hand ni» to h«* <oiler to lo*Men 
It Then he took out hi* k*n«lh»r*lMef 
and wiped hi* f.«#ehewd Hhe* he *|»«ke 
It we* eith an an nef y that left Kim «hurt 
•4 laeath

"I I suppose the idea is for *t»h o»e 
to turn in his stork eertilkale* indorsed, 
end also his margin er<*#enl*/ ] »

"That eouIfNi* my suggest h»»."* an- I new;

hoe Mggy n* ire! f.^ ourwdse* *4 f-r •«»
• nother we. all «4 «« kn*»w «hat’s right 
%»d tar • an talk all we pJ«a*e about our 
Uoag dut*** lo our seises *n*i «-ur families
• sd aa*aw to the *pe« ulati»* puMo but 
U« ran I deceive uu#selves in the kail 
What a* ve bee» contemplating >n th»* 
r * m i h» U«t half hour i* conspiracy end 
fraud

The «fii word* rang out with «harp die 
find ness both *kiks and We|. h stared
• n their *»•!• Ihonk flushed, with hi*
• »*• shining in l<nght »hfcan«e sal down
• ««per 1**0» raised hi* hand end stroked
hi* -ipprf bp thoughtful!»

Th»» T»»ed h*e lit* far» had nn- 
>»f<w another change, the «Sistre** that 
ha«f hewn m acute and apparent a fee 
moment* M«r* had given place to a tr*m 
alow*, shining eagerness

"I I hde»« Mr ||efri«h i* right." 
he «aid ea#»»e*tli I know | know you 
pronoaed this «rheme •• much as any thing 
to help m« and I'm might* gratefnl to 
yunfor it. it was • friemfly thing But it 
•a* wrong. I ran see that now and I 
g ne** the best thing after all i« to take our 
medic in» Masha I'll be aUe to hull

—through any nay, after the fcr*| *boek it 
•lo»*S >"» *o bad l^t'e not ds* any thing 
that may be a reproach tw n* "

Welch gave n «Met. hard laugh 
"At least Mr Tweed.** h» aai«|, “if 

y OU have co»*rie»llow* *rtuple* which pre­
vent inn from proterting fnnrvelf from 

I hope vow wvM let y**wr friendv fnb

• erred Welch ' And then have every- 
le«d* fare ptf. rata

" \es." said Tweed, and he again lient 
o'er. r|»«ping and unclasping his hands 

Paul llerrtrk turned toward* the chair

"Mr Itane. ' he «aid abruptly, “I at» 
•ure we should like to know what you 
think about this scheme."

\* I understand it." Dane answered 
t«using hi* cigar into the fireplace, “the 
duty of the < hair i* not to take part in di«* 
cussiom hur t., keep it fr«»m wandering 
After .n*â.u«vr..n ha* cvh*u«tef| itself, if the 

« hair h«T*Tty thing to a«ld. that i* hi* priv­
ilege We have not h« ar«i vour view* «.n 
this matter. Mr llerrick

The young man r«*«c and stmnl deferen­
tially. with hi* hands clasped behind his 
bark, there wa* something imyish and ap­
pealing in thr attitude of the slim figure 
the hesitation with which he began V» 
speak wa* appealing also

“It «ecms to me.” he said. " that 
we’re faring a big temptation I'm sorry 
foe everybody in this room— I’m especially 
sofry for Mr Tweed. Iiecau.se he seem* to 
be the harde«t hit; I n sorry for my self. 
l»ecaose I’ve lieen speculating in theUg.* k 
more than 1 like to say. and if it's worth­
ies* I'll probably have to makr an assign 
ment But it diesn't make any difference

low the dictate* «4 their own conscience*, 
should these differ from yours."

“You mean—?" Tweed said
" Ktartly." replied Welch “Silence 

lu*t that ’
"Yes " Tweed hesitated only a mo­

ment " Ye*. I would surely promise 
that."

“Then." said llerrick. sitting forward 
tnd folding his arm* upon the table ' It 
i* more than I will do. The moment this 
meeting adjourns | shall make known 
the facts about the Valdes Mine—on the 
Ktrhange. m the street Every newspa- 
fwr shall have them, and I will do every­
thing in my power to prevent this fraud."

Welch started from his seat exclaiming 
You will " Hut Dane rose also, rap­

ping loudly on the table
Gentlemen." said Dane in a quiet 

voice. " I fear I have been wasting your 
• aluaMe time | trust you will forgive my 
little jest. The Valde* Mine is all right, 
and 1 am prepared to recommend a divi­
dend payment. **

"What'" cried W'elch. and then he 
dropped back in his chair, muttering 
" Thank God!"

Shinn and llerrick gated at Dane in a 
•tunned «ilence; Tweed, his face livid and 
contorted, hi* eye* wild with an unhe-

'«eving fright, row "««Uuul, *nd. in a 
lo* snak.wg valve. *»«d "I* it true1" 

"Th» mine is prefertlv gs*«d end pr««*. 
pefSHls." Dane *n»wr*ed

I hr» I weed flung bflh •»»• above his
head and wide fr-jn hi* *houl»tee* and 
Cft*d "f» s*4d out ' I n> s*4d 0*1 V Gel 
m» % sme- “quwk far I#•»!*• «ah» qnwk’ 
lie stumbles! found the end «4 lb» laid* 
hi* foot taught the leg *4 a chair and np*H 
It eith a «fash he *h»»4 off Welsh'* in 

' m and s»pem^ the d>e4 .fMd 
*»ut I «II up lenrr and « ><iD|»ni 
<|U» h* qww h* ' Then he r|., e.| «h»
•l—<r. hung -Ver He|»h*s«l»sk and gripping 
the *le».Urd «4 the desk telephone 
turned again Ion aid* Dane "If | had • 
revolver. « a spar Dane.** he ostd. “| 
■ ••uld «hosd you f«4 • hs«u»d "

But. »4d man." «aid Hkiis caj«4ingly 
“ynn’re md *»4d out. y un know. h»u
• ould ) «u W*

"At th» nin«h»n." Tweed answered in 
a Ueathle*. quivering voire. “| ••• 
kanre m> broker | supp.~> he knew «4 
this meeting and ne* I—-king across | 
gave him ki* signal to «ell "

The telephone bell rang and Tweed 
» aught up th» instrument

Th»* you kance* This n Tweed
llid you sell v«b|eg> What.an of it*
W hat uns»1 Down a* low as what1 
Tufty-five to fifteen '

lie thru*i the receiver roughly bask into 
place, cutting *df the rwnnertion

Ultern" hr'.»„.| r.ftrer,* i
than I paid «ad I counted on it V» pull 
we through*"

lie went tottering to the tflMe. and 
•inking into a rhnir. Tanl his fare upon hi* 
out «frets hr *| arm*.

"We||." s#id Welch, "fifteen is l«rtter 
than mdhing kn«l vou thought >o» had 
nothing a little while ago That wa« a 
pretty fox y •» helm you tried to play «in u* 

and that wa* why you would» t n#me 
into the pool—"

"Hold on. Welch!" Dane cried 
•Irmly "I might have let vou «endyour 
message fern this r«»»m

We| h turn «I on him furtoudv "And 
by what right." he «I»man<fe«l. •»!«» vou 
come here to b« to u« ami tempt u» amt 
•it in ju tgin*nt**"

"Ye**" rrieil '•hinn. «lep|HHg up beside 
the lawyer ami ronfronlmg Dan» " llow 
«lare you Infle with u»1 You lied you 
lie»! you will l*r hHd to a«coiinl. lie
• ent m»n will not spegk to y ou

lie sVqinrd. quivering with pn«ai«m 
sjiee»hies* f-»r want «4 breath, his cbe*t 
heaved^ hi* face «a* red an«l swidlen, bis 
eyes flashed Dane bmked at him sadly, 
disregarding the lawyer

" | can’t *ay anything," Dane admitted 
" | want to do what I can "

lie turne ddenly and sat down at 
Welch’s desk And while he was sitting 
there. ÜlùlR st*e«l over him. (muring out 
the tirade that bad momentarily been 
choked.

" You dared—to play with us —to mock 
us and t««rture us—lor your sport ! We’d 
done nothing to you -nothing -we were 
your friend* By God. Caspar Dene, 
you're a disgrace to humanity!"

Dane, who had indorsed three of the 
five certifi âtes that be had handed to the 
lawyer for safe keeping, sat silent under 
this scourging N » he rose, with the 
papers in His hand, and said quietly to 
*hinn

" You’re right to feel that way —from 
«bat you know. I’ll say nothing. I'm 
through with the game, you gentlemen 
may think of me as you will."

He passed in front «»f r*hinn and went up 
to Tweed, who was still sitting at the table 
with his head on his outstretched arms 

"Tweed."’ sai»l Dane, touching his 
shoulder. The old man did not lopk up 
Across the tnble, Paul llerrick raised his 
eyes, and Dgne saw the contempt and di^ 
trust in his glance. “Tweed," said Dane 
again gently. you and I have been 
friends a good while And I want to pay 
for my fun -mighty poor fun I've found 
it. | don't know how much you’ve lost — 
but here are three certificates for a thou­
sand shares each—and you’ve got to tak« 
’em In six months Valdez will be worth 

C«M«hH M(« I*


