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CHAPTER XIV.—CoNTINUED.

¢ What inference can be drawn
from all this?" he thundered ; ** only
one—that the might which wealth and
influence possess over comparative
poverty and obscurity purchased this
| able lawyer for the service of a wi althy
| eriminal.’

Plowden
clenched the
grasp, but he ex hibited no other sign of

|

i and
{

l .

| the passion w hich Bertoni's words had
|

|

1

|

his

hiz
papers

teeth hard,

fiercely in

set

roused.

Haberts face wore an indignant
flush, and his eyes sparkled angrily
but the lawyer continued :

“ Every event that has oceurred
i |since, tends to prove my indictment of
ilihis high minded, legal gentleman.

‘llse has besn the friend and constant

£ ‘cwnp.inirm of this self - proclaimed
murderer. He is here to-day as the
counsel of the accused. He will at-

tempt to erect a defence on a very
carefully, but vet very weakly, laid
foundation of mental deiusion; but
when evidence shall be given to show
that when the examination of this case
was last conducted, when subpanas

were sorved on the gervauts in the
Bernot houschold, the presence of one
domestic in t houss was purposely

sn  further testimony
1t Miss Calvert, at the
of her o the morgue, pos
murderer’s confidence,
ved at the esca

concealed — wh
will

prove tt

sed the
must have cont
the marderer he when it shall
still i ghown that Mr. Hub
» in this city on the

report

| 8¢

Bernot was he

iight of the

murder, though

pearly a hundred

{ he was of setly sane mind at the

time he proc elf a mur
in the presence of over a sc
1 13, 1 think the fabric
honorable opponent has ere
fall very speedily to the ground.”

my

will

For one instant his eyes met Piow-

ber of ‘Roquelare.’

“A certain agent of that 3
watched aund discovered sufiicient to
feel sure that he knew the murderer of
il Clare. But the clew had to be
cautiously, for in these times
there are many quibbles in the law by
which eriminals escape. ‘Roqu ;
yits warning, as it always does,—
to the criminal’s confidante, for
al himself was at that time
istant country, and one of the

d

society

follos

sacret azents of ‘Roquelars’

simply those of justice, in propomon'
does * Roquelare ' dispense its awards.

1f then my honorable opponent fears

not serutiny into his motives, if justice

animates his dealings as prosecuting

counsel, why will he not permit an im-

partial examination of every witnes
The justice which ¢ Roquelare ' geeks,
demands this.”

The irony with which Plowden bad
begun had given way to a passionale

mind &t the time that he made his
strange admission, but that at ne pre.
vious period in his life had there ever
been even a slight mental derange-
ment ; and to corroborate this testi-
mony Dr. Durant was called.

Margaret knew he had been sub-
poenaed as a witness, for he himself
had told her, but she was not prepared
to hear him catechized on his treat
ment of her aunt. He was obliged to
tell on hiz oath all that he knew of | earuestr under whose influence his
Madame Bernot's disease ; of the origin | very face seemed to soften. Bertoni's
of the latter he could only say, as other | heavy countenance darkened, but he
medical men had already done, that it | gave no other sign that the speech had
had re d from some severe mental | aroused bim to a white heat of passion ;
shock whose cause was utterly un- n his voice, when he replicd, did
known to him-—that the consequences | not betray by a tremor his inward ex-
of that shock had been a painful ill- | citement. That he might not be sup-
ness of over eight vears in duration, | posed, he said, to have any reluctance
His further testimony showed that | to refute the malicious and unfounded
neither had Madame Bernot's mind |charge of his henorable opponent, he
ever maintained any but its proper | would withdraw his objection and
balance, and then, io reply toa last e tha counsel for the defence at
quession by Bertoni, he d ibed her | perfect liberty to put any question he
vresent condition, her utter iguorance chose, to the witness

of what had happened to her son, and Bertoni slowly resmmed his seat, as
the imminent danger to her life which | if desirous to show by his very calm-
there would be in acquaintiog her how false was the imputation cast
with it. upon his honor as a member of ** Ro-
Little Sam Leawis had been divided | quelare.™

between watching aud listening to the | Plowden repeated his last question
witnesses, looking arcund for Liver-|to the witness. The witness glanced
spin, and replying to remarks on his | at Bertoni, as if secking in his face
tardiness by Hanuah Moore eome cue which might help him to
‘i Perbaps he was afraid the scene | mould his answer, and Plowden seeing
would affect him teo much,” whispered , turned directly round and faced
was a bitter,

the little man, when his eyes ached el

from their painful straining in every ignant expression which shone for

direction. » moment on the countenances of both
¢ Perh ed Hannah |lawyers, and then Plowden turned

Moore drviy sed her ack and looked at the witness, while

salf to listen to the | the latter gave his answer in a bung
i s, who g. evasive ma

ter that
7 to cultivate the
domestic of the

o i’.‘l :\""'X, or
particular
juaintance of ti
rnot household ?’

club sol

Everybody in the vici

little under-waiter thoug The witness was a full minute
him the ntious bringing forth his and

the electrical manner in the riveti glance of the

which he started to his feet at the sound. 3 1 compelled him
But he made no attempt to move from | to speak the brief a native.
place ; only stood there w th open ““ How did you first become aware
and such a look of lndicrous be- | that this domestic was a member of
wilderment in his round, staring eyes, | that parti ular club ?”

that the attention of the people about It was evident that the witncss was
him was attracted. gr R

srowing uncomfortable — that som
«8it down, you fool, and don’t be |secret fear was influencing his e
gaping in that unmannerly fashion,”

dence—as if he were not
whispered Hannah Moore, as, with a much truth he ought to tell, and yet

e

¢ But it's him—it's Liverspin, that
[ was telling you about,” respoaded
little Sam, in a very excited whisper ;
and thereupon Hannah Moore slightly
elevated herself to obtain a clear view
of the witne She could see but the
back of his form and his profile ; the
former was straight, tall, and some- | consequences, answered :
what portly ; the vas overspread “I learned it by
with a deep, florid hue.
Bertoni was asking some prelimin-
1t ques

purpose. .
His reply was long in coming, and

face because of its curious expression,

street with him.”
‘ And you made those inquiries a

said Plow

sure how

of inventing

very ungentls tug, she placed him | was not equal to the task
suddenly in his se falsehoods which might answer the | character of one of that mysterious

people bent forward to watch Plowden’s

rather than to hear the reply of the trinmphant Plowden.
witness ; but the witness at length,
with a sort of bravado, as if defiant of

inquiring from
jther servants who reside in the same

hired —to assist in hunting down a sus-
pected criminal ?”

“Idid.”

** You wera paid regular day wages
apart from a promised reward should
vour efforts aid in accomplishing the
aim of your employer ?"

‘“ Yes."

¢ Mention the promised reward.”
There was a start from Bertoni—an
impulsive, uncontrolable start, which

almost brought him to his feet aud
turned upon him the wondering
glances of all about him. The witness

looked 2 and Plowden, seecing the
direction of the witness's eyes, turned
and again directly faced the prosecut-
ing counsel.

During the whole of the cross-exam

ination it seemed to many—even those
who were somewhat versed in the prac-
tices and technicalities of the law—as
if the whole court were out of order—as
if Plowden were permitted to continue
his moest unusual cross examination,
and one-apparently bearing little on
the case in hand, because of some
gecret influence, with which had, per-
haps, more at heart the vindication of
“ Roquelare " than even the prosecu-
tion of the prisoner.

Plowden turned back and fastened
Lis eyes more eagerly on the witness,
compelling an answer from ths latter
as if by the magnetism of his glance
“ When all should succeed as my em-
ployer wished, I was to receive a large
sum of money.
* Did he at o stimulate
s by prom g that you

ber of ¢ Roquelare
othered exclama
certain masculine throats,

, almost fr 1

vour
uld

rhtencd looks on

and oven the

judge's :
clouded and
den, apps
ment hi
for tk
it was evident that the latter was very
uncomfortable—that he was more un-
c in than ever what reply to make,
but while he hesitated Bertoni rose and
objected to any answer being returned
to the last question.,
Plowden smiled, well knowing the
objection would have little weight, Ber-
toni was caught in his own trap, since
the judge and some of the jury were
members of ** Roquelare,” the question
would have to be answered, that the

body might be proved honorable or
otherwise. Andthe question was ans-
wered and in the affirmative.
 Only one question more,’

gaid the

¢ The name of the gentleman who
so hired you and promised this munifi-
cent reward ?”
The wi
what was evidently his
ner, a sort of swaggering, inde
t |*ent bravado—as if
mental « usion

that his

s had seemed to recover
natural man-
g 1d-
he had cowme to the

suffering from a horrible nightmare,
Hannah Moore'’s indignation toward,
and scorn for, the little man, had been
too deep for words. She was bursting
with wrath, and with violent impati
ence waited for an opportunity when
she could unrestrainedly pour the vials
of her anger on his head.
The other servants were shocked,
indignant, and conterptuous also, and
darted in turn fiery, scornful looks at
him.
They hardly waited to be properly
in the street before one and all launched
indignant epithets at him, and Hannah
Moore, with her face burning from
anger, which had been rendered none
the less violent by her efforts to extri
cate herself from the crowd, began:
1 don't knmow how to keep my
hands off of you—traitor that you are
—vour friend, Mr. Liverspin, indeed—
he’s a divilspin—that's what he is’
It was only the attention which her
angry speech and angrier demeanor
were attracting that caused her to de
sist at last, and let the little man, who
walked by her side with a most dejected
gait, continue his way in silence,
He made no reply to any one of their
ornful sallies—indeed, he seemed as
he had not yat recovered from the
first emotions which the appearance of
Liverspin as a witness had excited,
and he maintained his melancholy sil
en till the Bernot residence was
reached
¢ can't go in,” he
his hands int Jeets, and looking
ruefully down the area steps
“ I've gone and done a bad thing for
as well 1
but

8C

gaid, thrusting

i

and tell

indignation
subdued as

Hannah Moore
s wont to be A
it could be easily kindled, and whose
most vieclent resentment was never
proof against the sight of real emotion,
was in & moment all sympathy and
compassion for the little under waiter :
but she desmed it better policy not to
let the change in her feclings become
too apparent:so, witha rough kind-
ness, she jerked ‘* Little Sam” down
the steps, and into the house, saying
as she did =0 :

¢ Don't be making a bigger fool of
vourself than you are already, and face
the consequences of what you've done
like a man. [ only wish I had Divil
spin here. Faith I'd teach him not to
play the spy anymore.”

: CONTINUED.
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‘ man's life is discovered !
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1 which he has hunted
thought to be | mate purpose for which

. as ! time of your being thus strangely em

vou had been

ti-
expression of face like one who w

| listened to thecross-examination of his | hy
pretended friend, Liverspin, with an

ttle, the humor was healed."—T. T.
\\ lams, General Merchant, Tarboville,
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