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THE MAN POSSESSED BY A DEVIL IS

A TYPE OF THE BINNER

St. Matthew records in somewhat
more detail the esme miracle of
which we read in today's Goepel.
He tells us : " Then was offered to
Him (Jesur) one possessed with a
devil, blind and dumb.” It very
often happened, when a devil took
possession of a man's bedy, that he
wae rendered blind or dumb, deaf or
lame, being prevented from using
one or more of his sensee. In this
ocate the man possessed by a devil
wase certainly moat miserable, for he
lived in the world, but could eee
nothing of all around him, being
encompassed by impenetrable dark-
ness. He bad loet the use of his
spsech, and could not communicate
his sorrowse and suffering to anyone,
nor seek sympathy in his troubles.

This poor man is a type of a
ginner. In his oase the devil had
taken bodily posseesion of him, and
in & similar fashion, when a man
sing, he opens the door of his heart
to his enemy, who enters and takes
possession of him gpiritually, infla-
encing more or less all his actions,
thoughts and desiree. The man
brought to our Lord was blind and
dumb in consequence of being pos-
sessed by a devil, and in the same
way the spirits of evil make sinners
spiritually blind and dumb.

1. A ginner lives in the Church of
God like a blind man in the world ;
he is a wretched, unbhappy creature,
perceiving nothing of the dignity and
beauty of the Church. He is blind,
for he cannot see the way that leads
to salvation, and so he wanders along
devious paths, hurries irreeistibly
down towards the abyss, not looking
whither he goes and not fecognizing
h#® peril. A ginner is bliod as to hie
own condition. A man whose eye-
pight has failed him is aware that
he may easily miss the right road,
and so he trusts others to guide
him. " But a sinner, being spiritually
blind, considers himself enlightened,
and believes that he is going along a
safe road ; he gtands on the brink
of a precipice and refuses to see it.
A ginper is blind as to the nature
of sin, which he regards as some-
thing quite unimportant, as the
result of human weakness, which
God overlooks or at least readily for-
gives. He is blind, too, ae to the
consequences of sin in time and in
eternity, and looke upon penance as
quite unneceseary, failing to recog-
nize God's punishments in the mis-
fortunes that befall him, and deem-
ing himself far too good for hell,
which wae, in his opinion, created
only for thieves and murderers.

2. The sinner is also spiritually
dumb. He does not speak to praise
God, for he never prays, and men-
tions God only in order to blaspheme,
abuse, curse and calumniate Him ;
it is impoesible really to pray with
tervor and sincerity, and to continue
to be a ginner. He is dumb, when
he ought to speak and prevent others
from sinning. How wmany. fathers
and mothers, how many employers
and superiors refrain from speech
and say nothing, when they notice
anything wrong in the case of their
children or subordinates! How
many children aud sarvanfs are
dumb, when they know that their
companions are acting wickedly !
They are eilent, instead of com-
municating their knowledge to the
proper people, in order that sin may
bs averted and the wrongdoing rem-
edied. A sinner is oftenn dumb when
he ought to confess hie sins in the
Sacrament of Penance, and this
renders him the most miserable of
men, since he conceals his malady
from the physician who could cure
him, and thus the disease consumes
his strength until at last he suc
cambs completely to it.

You see, therefore, what is the
pinner's plight; he is blind and
dumb ; and we are all, more or lees,
a prey to these afflictions, because
we are all sinners, St. John writes :
“If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourgelves, and the truth is
not in us.” Who is there able to
heal us, to open our eyes and restore
our speech ? Jesus Christ, who cured
the man poseessed by a devil, alcne
can cure us; but He is willing to
help us, and He is particularly will
ing now, when Easter is near at
hand ; He will onst out the evil spirit
from our hearte when we make our
Easter Coufession, and will Himself
come to be our guest at our Easter
Communion.

Hasten, therefore, to the Divine
Physician, and implore Him to open
your eyes, that you may realize the
condition of your soul, and eee all
your sins, and then confess them
frankly and honestly, with true con-
trition, in the holy Sacrament of
Penance, and thus you will be recon.
ciled with your heavenly Father, and,
as children of God, will walk hence
forth on the right way. Amen.
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FAITH AND THE CONVERT

Some few years ago a convert to
Oatholiciem told in these worde why
he made the chonge:

“ I became & convert because of the
certainty of Catholice. They not
osily believe their Church ie right,
and the only one that is right, but
they know it and feel it in their
marrow — they have faith, I got
talking religion the other day to a
bricklayer who was working for me,
and asked him ‘ Are you so dead sure
that the Catholic religion is true and
just as Chriet left it ?’

Sure!' he exclaimed, ng he put &
brick in place and troweled it with
mortar, ‘I am as sure of it as that
this brick will never come out!
Then laying another brick, he added,
‘I'm surer. Man lays bricke: God
Himegelf laid Peter's Rock.'

“This was the final impulse that
gent me to eseek instruction, I
wanted to be sure.”

MASS IN THE*EARLY
CHURCH

REV. B, X, O RBILLY

If the Mase be a “superstition and
a blasphemous fable we may say that
the Church fell into evil ways in the
very first days of her existence. It
is contended by Harnack that the
Christian Church up to the middle of
the third century did not possess the
sacrifice of the Mage a8 the Church
now understands it. If this be true
then the Council of Trent errs when
it declares that in the Mags "the
Priests offer up, in obedience to the
commaud of Obrist, His Body and
Blood."

It may be admitted that the early
Churgh paid more attention to the
gpiritual and subjective ride of sncri
filoe and laid particular stress on
prayer and thankefiving in the
Eucharistic rite. This does not mean
that tha early Church rejected the
objective sacrifice and believed that
only a spiritual sacrifice was ex-
preesed by “Eucharistic thanksgiv-
ing.” It cannot be denied that there
has been a dogmatic development and
that the Church has passed from an
indefinite to a deflnite statement
regarding the sacrificial character of
the Eucharist. It is only an assump-
tion and it has not been proved that
the Church has made any change in
her idea of the Mass. The oldest
literary monument theat we have,
which dates back to the latter part of
the firet century and which is called
“Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,”
refers to the “breaking of bread” asa
“sacrifice.” It refers to the words in
the Goepel of Saint Matthew, where
one must be reconciled with one’s
enemies before the sacrifice. In con.
clusion this work refers to the proph
ecy of Malachy, which shows that
it considered the Eucharistioc rite as
objective and real sacrifice. The
earliest positive statement that we
find is from Ignatius of Antioch, who
died in the year 107, and wae a die
ciple of the Apostles. Speaking of
the Eucharist he says, 'There isonly
one Flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ,
only one chalice containing His one
Blood, and one Altar, as aleo one
Bishop with the priesthood and the
deacons.” Since he refers to an
“Altar” and a ‘‘priesthood” he evi-
dently means that there is a real
sacrifice in the Eacharist.

It is urged that many of the carly
writers, notably Justin the Martyr,
referred to prayer and thanksgiving
a8 the "' one perfect sacrifice accept-
able to God.” From this they argue
that interior spiritual sacrifice was
the only one known in the early
Church. That Justin the Martyr did
not exclude an exterior and objective
sacrifice is evident from hie Dialogue,
in which he speaks of the * food
offering " of the lepers as a gift offer-
ing and.a figure of the Bread of the
Eucharist, which Jesus commanded
to be offered in commemoration of
His sufferings. He then speaks of
the sacrificee which the Jews for-
merly offered and of which Malachy
spoke when he declared that the
Lord would have no further pleasure
with them. He then continues " by
the saorifices, however, which we
Gentiles present to Him in every
place, that is of the Bread of the
Eucharist and likewise of the
Chalice of the Eucharist. He then
said that we glorified His
Name while you dishonor Him."”
This surely means an objective sacri
floe. The early Christians may not
bave been explicit in their words
concerning the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mags, but we must bear in mind that
they were restrained by the “disci-
pline of the secret” and in many in
stances they wished to repudiate any
connection with the pagan sacriflces.
The words of Tertullian are guite
plain : "We offer no gacrifice bacause
we cannot eat both the epirit of God
and that of demons.” That he does
not in these words deny the existence
of a Christian sacrifice is evident
from another passage where he calle
Holy Communion “participation in
the sacrifice,” which is accomplished
“on the altar of God.” When we
come to the time of Irenaeus of
Lyons, who died in the middle of the
second century, we find a complete
and clear statement that the Euchar
ist is a true sacrifice. He speaks of
“pbread and wine” as objective gift
offerings and maintaing that these
elements become the “Bedy and
Blood"” of the Lord through conse-
cration, This is the Mass as oele-
brated in the Catkolic Church today.
In his letters against heretics he de-
clares that the Church alone “offers
the pure oblation” but the Jews "did
not receive the Word which is offered
to God.”

The testimony of Saint Augustine
is even more clear and explicit, He
declares most emphatically that
every religion, whether true or falee,
must have an exterior form of cele
bration and worehip. He speaks of
the Christians who ' commemorate
the Sacrifice consummated on the
Croes by the holiest oblation and
participation of the Body and Blood
of Christ.” In his City of God he
says that the Mass ie the " highest
and true sacrifice,” Christ being at
once ‘' Priest and Vietim.,” He
reminde the Jews that the sacrifice
of Malachy is now made in every
place from the rising of the sun to

‘tronted

the going down thereof. He tells
how his mother, Monica, asks that
she be remembered at the altar and
that ehe had assisted daily at Mass,
From the time of Augustine down to
the Reformation there is a constant
belief in the Christian Church that
the Maee ie a sacrificd in the true
senge of that word. If the Catholio
Church today is guilty of idolatry, if
the Mass be a " superstition” and
"“blasphemous fable,” the Church
fell into that superstition in Apos-
tolic times and the earliest and great.
eet doctors of the Church propagated
and defended this " blasphemous
fable.”
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POPULARITY NO
STANDARD

The Dean of Saint Paul's Cathe-
dreal, London, the gloomy Dean, as he
is called by his fellow Anglicans,
preached a rather startling sermon a
few Sundays since. Only during the
lagt week did the text reach the
United States. The Dean finds little
hope for anything. Civilization has
gone to the eternal bow-wows, the
Church has proved a miserable fail
ure, and the worldwill never again
be a good place to live in. The only
hope i for the Church to come down
from ite pedestal and regain its
former popularity with the massee

The Church of which the Dean ie
an estimable clergyman may have
pleced iteelf wupon a pedestal. It
might do ‘‘the Church by law estab-
lished,” that church which is ruled
by royal blood, a great deal of good to
get down among the masses and
make {itselt popular. Speaking for
the old Mother Church, she has never
placed herself upon a pedestal. She
has always gloried in being the
Church of the masses but she will
never be popular.

If the Church of Christ became
popular it would be at the expense of
the commiseion that Christ gave to
ber. It would mefan that she wes
false to the example of Christ Him-
self. The Church can achieve popu-
larity only by pandering to the pas-
gions of men, by sanctioning divorce,
condoning impurity, by over-looking
dishonesty and by closing her eyes to |
the perversity of nations and of
individuals. Chriet would have been |
popular had He kept gilent when con-
by the hypocrisy of the
Scribes and Pharisees. Had the
Baptist been kind, indulgent end
diplomatic when brought into the
presence of the pair of adulterers, he
might have retained his popularity
and his head. Had he ranted about
the sacredness of human love, which
is 80 common today, he would have
won rounds of applause. It was a
mo#t undiplomatic and unpopular
thing for him to do when he hurled
at the head of the tetrarch that un.
compromising eentence : "It is not
lawtul for you to have your brother's
wife.” Had the martyrs renounced
their faith they would have been
popular with the Cwsars.

The world hates and persecutes
the Church, as the world hated and
persecuted Christ, her Founder. He
warned Hie disciples : "If the world
hates you, know that it hath hated
Me before you. If you had been of
the world the world would love ite
own ; but because you are net of the
world, but I bave chosen you out of
the world, therefore remember the
world hateth you. Remember My
word that I said to you, the servant
is not greater than his Master, for
they have persecuted Me, they will
algo persecute you. Yes, the hour
cometh when whosoever killeth you,
will think that he doth a service to
God."—Catholic Sun.

THE DEPARTED CANNOT
RETURN
Dutimioti

Recent effusions of s#entists who
have achieved a really notable place
among the world's great scientific
men show clearly that the "workman
should stick to his last.” The unfor-
tunate and unenviable flgure that
they cut when they leave their
chosen realm and dabble in matters
beyond their experience, training
and discretion is proof certain that
error is always ready to get new
proponents.

None will for a moment question
the versatility and natural ability
of Sir Oliver Lodge along the lines
of his chosen profession. He ex
ceeds his powers and training, how-
ever, when he attempts to console
the world by telling it that there
is real communication between the
gouls of the departed and men in
this life.

It is demonstrable that epirits
have ofter deceived men. Under
exorciem they have declared their
real identity. They have admitted
that they were fallen spirite and
had deluded their hearers. The
most preposterous and irrational
messages have at times prooceed-d
from these agencies. Dabbling with
the spirit world has been proclaimed
even in these recent days to be a
gource of extreme danger fto the
experimenters. One college stated
that tte use of the ouija board
had threatened to wreck the nerxves
of meny of ite students. As a matter
of plain tact, even considering the
phenomena from & rational point
¢f view, it is evident that the
departed cannot and do not comuni
cate with the living.

That there is something marvelous
oan be adwitted. But that these
marvels proceed from our departed
18 untenable. A just and wise God
o nnot be the author of frivolities.
Nor can His good angels be the agen-
cies at work, for the reason that they
are the friends of God and act only
at Hie bidding. Granted that the

| o arivy it is dead.

lost kouls might, absolutely speaking,
communicate their thoughte to the
epirit intelligences, and through
them manifest their state or thoughts
to men, what would they have to
communicate that would be of
advantege to the world? Their
fallen state would make men shudder
and turn them forever against such
practices. This would put an end to
dabbling with the spirite and they
know it too well to try it., Hence it
ie not they who appear and speak.
It cannot be the saved who communi
cate, because they are the friende of
God and act only at Hig command.
The departed by death have lost the
means of communication with earth
and material thinge.

It is not God, therefore, not the
good angels nor the lost or saved
souls, hence it must be the satanic
agencies at work to deceive men and
deaw them aside for their own spir
itual and often temporal ruin. It ie
particularly unfortunate to see other.
wise clever men lend themselves
to this fraud. It is clear that the
clogser man “sticks to his last” the
safer he is.—The Pilot.

THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT

-

The firet effect of the Blessed
Eucharist is to unite us ultimgtely
with Jesus Chriet, not only by faith
and oharity, but also by the Real
P.esence of His gacred flesh and pre
cious blood,

The second effect is to augment,
corfilrm and presexve in us the spirit-
ual lite ot grace. That is to say, it
renders it firmer, because the health
of the soul becomes etronger by par-
takine of that divine nouriehment,
I preserves it by the strength which
it givee us, enabling us to reeist all
that might deprive us of it, whether
cowing from the devil, the world or
the flesh. “As the living Father hath
sout Me,” says Christ, " and I live by
ths Father ; 8o he that eateth Me the
same shall live by Me.”

The third effect of the Blessed Eu-
charist is, to weaken concupiscence
and to moderate the violence of our
pasgions. Concuplecence is the in-
clination we have to sin. The term
"passions” includes all the dieorderly
moticns which urges us to sin; pride,
greed, revenge, anger, lust. The
Ble sed Eucharist weakene the inclin-
ation to sin by making it less active.
It moderates the violence of our
passions ; calms and checks them.

The fourth effect is to give ues the
pledge of eternal life and of a glori-
ous reeurrection ; of life everlasting ;
the life enjoyed by the blessed in
Heaven. Our Lord and Saviour has
promised that the just shall rise in a
glorified state at the end of the
world.

Such being this great and glorious
eacrament, we are required to prove
ourselves before receiving it, bearing
in mind the warning that he who
eateth unworthy eateth damnation to
himself, not discerning the body of
the Lord. We are therefore obliged
to examine carefully the state of our
soul, in the light of our conecience;
and we must seek the Sacrament of
Penance with honest and proper dis-
poeitions, and there accuse ourselves
of our eins, and ask for absolution
from the priest who gives it as the
appointed minister of the sacrament,
by the power of Christ. We must
repent ; we must resolve
habits of ein and to avoid psrsons and
places which are the proximate cause
of gin to us. We must be animated
by faith, hope and charity. Faith
must be lively, that s, it must be
accompanied by charity. Without
Hope is the virtue
which makes ue expect, with firm
confidence, from the infinite goodness
of God, all the bleseings He hag
promieed to ue; His grace in this life;
and Hie glory in the next. Faith is
n virtue which makes us believe in
God and in all truthe which he has
revealed and proposes to us by His
Church. >

Hope is firm when it is accompanied
by & great confldrnoee in the goodness
of God. Such confldence was pos-
sessed by St. Paul when he said:
""Who, then s"all sep.rate us from
the love of Christ? Shall tribula
tien? Ordisiress? Or famire? Or
rakedness? Or the sword ? (As it is
written: For (hy sake we are put to
death, all the day long; we are ac-
counted as sheep for the erlaugkter.)
But in all these things we overcome,
Become of Him that hath loved us.
For I am gure that neither death nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor might, nor
height, nor depth, nor any other
creature shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Charity is a virtue which makes us
love God above a/l things and our
neighbore a8 _ourselves. Charity
should be ardent; and it ie ardent
when it is rcecompanied by a holy
fervor, o that it may be feit in our
henart.

Theese three virtues, taith, hope and
charity are oalled the theological
virtues becance they relate immedi-
ately to God. God is believed in by
faith ; He is expeoted by hope ; and
He is loved by charity.

To aiproach the ' legsed Eucharist
worthily we must have these virtues.
We must aleo have sentiments of
humility, adoration and gratitude.
If, thus arimated, we are without
grave sin, or have confesred with
sorrr w and honest diepositioos for
our future conduct, and have been
abgolved in the Sacrament of Pen
ance, we are entitled to recrive whe
Sacrament of the Blessed Euchariast.

If we receive it otherwise we are
worse off than we were hefore ; hav
ing added to all ovr other gins the
horrible sin of sacrilege.—The Caske!

to break |

Ifew years before his death at the
| commencement exerciees of the Col

The feith of a scientist bas been | lege of Dole, ‘When one has studied
unveiled in no more striking manner | Wuch he comes back to the faith of
in the nineteenth century then by the Breton peasant ; as to me had 1
the life and words of the century's | #'udied more, I would bave the faith
greatest solentist, Louis Pasteor, | 0f the Breton peasant woman.”
Any doubts that may have existed | Beience with faith prodused Pasteur,
about Pasteur's practical Oatholicity | Mendel, Volta and others ; science
bave been flually cleared away by a | Without faith bes produced Huxely,
letter from the chancellor of the |
diocese of 8t. Claude '¢bhere Pasteur —The Pilot.
was born and raised and where his ot
remaing lie buried, between thoee of
his good Catholic father and mother, | everything, and despises
The chancellor also verifiea the oft | goods, eince it is- sure of
quoted worde spoken by Pasteur a | bliee.—Savanorcla.

THE FAITH OF PASTEUR
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in a wrist band .
soft

For

of lovely,
leather
boys, the watch

is mountedma 4/,
handeome lea-

¥ A\
\4 \ % HURRY
2"/ N Ko ONLY A

\G ,/'/\/ FEW LEFT

ther protector,

you lke, you

just like

the soldiers use. If
can take

it out of the pro-
tector and wear it on a chain or a fob, Only
a limited quantity left. Earn one by selling
$7.60 worth of our Magnificent Holy Cath-
olic Pictures. Beautiful inspired religious sub-
jects, including Guarcian Angel. Madonna, Sscred
Heart of Mary and many others. Spléndidly
printed on fine art paper in rich, gorgeous colors,
Size 11 x 14 inches at 16¢, and 16 x 20 inches at 25¢
each, You can sell these exquisite pictures in
every good Catholic home. Send no mo ey

we trust you. Just write saying you want
to'earn this handsome Wrist Watch and we'll send

Pictures, postpa.d, Don't wait, do it now!
THE GOLD MrDaL CO, (22nd year in business)
Catholic Picture Dept, C. R, 42 E— 811 Jarvis
Street, Toronto, Canada.




