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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT

THE DIVINE PRE: E IN OUR CHURCHES
Lord, it is good for us to be here. (St. Mate, xvii. 4)

The Gospel of to-day tells us of the
wonderful Transfiguration of our Lord
upon the mountain in the sight of His
apostles Peter, James and John. * His
face did shine as the sun, and His gar
ments became white as snow.” And
Peter, wrapt in wonder, yet ('1:hm'inlm of
the privilege of being present at such a
time, exclaimed : * Lord, it is good for
us to be here” Jesus has withdrawn
His visible presence from us. We can-
not, like St. Peter and St. John, behold

Him with our bodily eyes, nor with our |

ears can we hear Him speaking the
words of life. It is better for us that it
should be so. In our present sinful and
imperfoct state we conld not bear the
splendors of His glorified hamanity.
When from out the bright eloud which
overshadowed Him the disciples heard
the voice of God proelaiming, * This is
My beloved Son,” * they fell upon their
fué(m, and were very much afraid.” The
sight of all this glory,and the knowledge
that they were in the presence of
Almighty God Himseif, filled them with
fear. 8o, too, would it be with us now if
Jesus were to show Himself to us as He
now is in heaven, At the sight of His
majesty and glory we, too, should fall
upon our faces with fear and trembling.

Now, our dear Lord, knowing this
weakness of ours, does not withdraw his
presence from us, for He has promised
to be with us, even till the end of the
world ; but He hides His glory from us |
under the humble appearance of bread |
and wine. Beneath these outward forms
He remains continually in our churches, |
there in the tabernacle, by day and ;
night, claiming our adoration and our |
love. In Holv Mass He is daily raised |
aloft by the hands of the priest, offering |
Himself to God the Father for the sins
of the world. In the Benediction of the
Blessed S: |
bless His faithful ones. Aud God still |
speaks to us by the voice and teaching |
of the Church as truly as He spoke to the
disciples upon the holy mouutain,
ing : * This is My beloved Son, in Whom
I am well pleased: hear ye Him.” We
can still see our Lord, yet only through
the cloud which overshadows Him—that
is, by the eyes of faith. Yet He is none
the less really present in the tabernacle
upon the altar than He was upon Mount
Thabor on the day of His transfiguration.

When, therefore, we come into Ihs
sacred presence, when we enter the
church and see the little lamp burning
before the altar to tell us that Heis |
there, our sentiments should be those of
St. Peter at the Transfiguration : *Lord,
it is good for us to be here.” 1t is good
for us to often visit Him in the Blessed
Sacrament ; it is good for us to often |
roceive His benediction ; it is good for
us, nay, necessary for us, to assist at
Ioly Mass when the Chureh bids us do
80 ; above all it is good for us, above all |
it is necessary for us, to receive Him in
Holy Communion, and especially now at |
this time for the fulfilment of the Easter
duty. Jesus is present in the Blessed [
Sacrament only for our own good, for the |
good of vur souls. When, therefore, we
see this great goodness of our Lord
towards us, how can we be so heedless
of our own good as to turn away from
Him?

And when you come before the Blessed
Sacrament, remem er that you are in
God's presence. Do not forget to bend
your knee in adoration. Do not take

|

ament He is lifted up to |

advantage of His merey in hiding His
glory from you by forgetting that He is
really here, by spending the whole time

of Mass with roving eyes and thonghts,
Fix your attention upon the altar where
He is, and offer Him the best hom

that your heart can give. It will

good for you to be here, if you have

same sentiments at Mass which the
ﬁwipln- had at the Transfiguration.
Yon should be filled with a holy fear
lest your idle thoughts at this holy
time should one day be reckoned against

you. Iornow He veils Himself from you
in merey and love, but one day He will
appear “to you in far more dazzling
brightness than He ever manifested on
earth, On! then, despise not His pre-
sence here, that when at last you stand
before Him He may judge yon worthy to
enjoy His presence for ever,
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sh I cannot understand, and

REE DIFFICULTIES
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sins of men 2 Why cannot we ask God
direct to forgive us our sins, as in the
Chureh of Eogland ?

Answer : In the Bible you find pro-

phets (same a3 other men) foretelling
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sticks fast to the Bible, and acoepts
the miracle withoat hesitation. The
belief of the early Christians was very

only after many centuries that a
skeptical spirit arose, which took refuge
in the figurative as an escape from the
miraculous. KEven the Lutherans hold
that a real presence is induced, in that
Christ is really present in the elements;
and the High Church party in England
now do the ssme—thus meetiug the
Catholic doctrine half way, but refusing
to go the other half.

3. Communion under one form,—
*“Christ at the Last Supper gave Com-
munion under the two forms of bread
and wine. Why does the Catholie
Chureh give Communion under one form
only—namely, bread, and no wine? If
you follow the other actions and words

—== | of Christ, why not follow this also ?"
should go in order to receive God's for-

Answer: T'he Church being guided by

giveness., If God promised water to all the Holy Spirit, can distinguish between

who ask for it, but arranged to supply i

¢t | what is essential and what is non-essen

through a tap, people would find no tial in these matters. The Kucharist

N ; " has two aspects. As a sacrifice it rep- |
difficulty in going to a tap and asking I by p- |
the custodian to turn it on for them, | Fésents the death of Christ by the mys- |

So it is with priestly absolution. Fo
after all it is God Himself Who forgive
the sins, The priest merely acts a

p | tical separation of the blood from the
body; and so in the celebration of Mass

L] . m
both species must be consecrated, The

s

A ¢ o i Y 3 ic
agent or deputy of God, pronouncing the second aspect is Communion which

absolution only when he finds the pen
itent sufliciently repentant. The pries

does not say: i | forgive you, no matter

_ | means receiving Christ into the soul.
¢ | All must admit that we receive Christ

in eithor of the ar

2
whether God forgives you or not.” | 1% enough for the purposes of Commun-

What he says in effect is, *'1see that yot
are in the dispositions which God re

, | ion. In the early Church this was well
recognized; hence on the one hand Com-

quires for forgiveness, and because God :,'"""'"" i sad ""vi." "“h.ulhl!d"'" under the
is ready to forgive you, I convey for- orm of wine only, while it was taken to

giveness to you in His name.” That the those absent from the church under the |

priest has no absolute and independent species of bread nn]y. By degrees the
power of forgiving sius is proved by the custom of communicating only in the

two following cases:
1. A penitent is thought to be suffi

ciently repentant, and so the priest gives
him absolution. But if in fact the
penitent is not suofficiently repentant,

the priest’s absolution has no effect. In

that case his words do not forgive, be-

cause God does not forgive,
9

not sufliciently repentant, and sc

refuses absolution.  But if in fact

the penitent is
peuntant (to the extent of what is eallec

“perfect contrition') God forgives the |

sin in spite of the priest’s refusal.

In short, the priest’'s power of for-
giving sins is strietly dependent and

conditional on the relations between the
penitent and God. Normally speaking

God and the priest are in perfeet agree- |

ment of mind and action. But if there
is any mistake on the part of the priest

God is not bound by it and must over- |

rude it,

In that case, what is the use of con-

fession 7 Answe Its use is manifold
1. It facilitates the working up of the
proper dispositions, by forcing the

bread form came into vogue. The
Church recognized this usage as sufli-
cient, and also as more convenient, and
80 it gradually became the law. Catho-
lies never imagine for & moment that
they are being cheated by receiving one
kind only. This is a Protestant idea,
and there is no solid ground for it. Of
course the Church could allow both

)

2. The priest thinks the penitent is | kinds, but nobody in the Church wants

) | it, because all know that in receiving

the Eucharistic bread alone they receive

sufficiently  re- | Christ fully and entirely, and do not

1| lose anything thereby.
*|  If our correspondent wants to know
more on these points, let him get hold
of some books such as “Catholic Belief,”
Bagshaw's * Threshold of the Catholie
Chureh,” Gibbons' * Faith of Our Fath-
y | ers.” ete.

| " BACK TO HOLY CHURCH™
HALLE UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR'S  IN=-

STING STORY OF HIS CONVER-
| SION—FOUND THAT CATHOLICITY HAD
s | BEEN CARICATURED

TEX
3

penitent to make certain deflnite acts of | "
self-examination, contrition, ete. 2. It | In a previous correspondence I re-
facilitates the forgjiveness (so theolo- 1 ferred briefly to the conversion of Dr.

| gians hold) by the fact that the degree

or kiud of coubrition required for cou
fession need not be the highest ; where

as, for direct forgiveness, it must be the

highest. 3. It gives assurance of for:

giveness to the penitent on account of
the definite nature of the dispositions

and the absolution, thus removing al
anxiety afterwards. 4. It is an excel

lent exercise of humility and obedience.

s | Albert von Ruville, professor of history
| in the Ualversity of Halle. The proui-
ised story of his conversion, * Back to
Holy Church,” has just come from the
- | press (Herm, Walher, Berlin, M. 2),
Not sentiment, but reason, he tells us
in the first section, which bears the
beautiful title, * My Return Home to
the Catholic Chureh,” brought about
his conversion. Though brought up a

1

Protestants talk of confession as * an | believing Protestant, he passed through

easy way of getting rid of sin.”  Anc
s0 it is easy, in the sense of giving
solid assurance of forgiveness. Bu

1| the various stages of doubt and ration-

a | alistic speculation. “ First doubt in

t | regard to the doetrines with which I

they would not find it easy to go toa | had been imbued, then materialistie,
priest and tell hi n all their secret sins, | pantheistie, modernistic views, pell-

shame or no shame, To the proud an

self-coneeited man it is simply intoler
able ; and this is why it is sugh a gooc
lisciplive

., Transubstantiation ‘How is i
possible that a priest professes at Mas
to ehange bread and wine into the rea
Bod and Blood of Christ Grantec
t mr Lord at the Last Supper said
“T'his is My Body. This is
did He not mean that they

Body and Blood 2"

1 | mell without order or clearness, but re

tain

g all the while a substratum of
1 | sincere, positive faith, accompanied
| with external practice, routine like, it

t | is true, but not insince Dante's
s | * Divina Commedia,” one of his favorite
1 | books, first directed his attention to che
i | beauty of Catholic worship, Ugly and

: | unjust attacks on the Catholie Chureh
were always hatefal to him, though he
was convineed that she harbored many

grave errors and abuses, He could not

r : No priest can do this by | in those years appreciate her doectrines
his own human pow but only by a | because, as he says, he lacked firm be-
power conferred on | hy God, just as | lief in the cardinal truths of Christian-

1 8
said

in the case of prop}
At the Last Supper Christ

“D

this in commemoration of Me." The | him, he says on page 74, on entering a |

weles, | ity.

o | A strange feeling used to come over

priests of the Chureh have inherited | church which had once been Catholie,

this commission first given to th
Apostles: and so they continue to d
| what Christ did in commemoration «

Him. So far clear. The only question | f

is, what did Christ do? For whateve
Christ did, the priest does the same

Christ said: *“This is My Body. Thi
is My Blood,” and the Chureh has alway
answered: “Lord, I believe that this i
Thy Body and this is Thy Blood. Bu

if so, Christ must have wronght a change | when I found myself in some ancient, |
in the elements unperceived by the | formerly Catholie, eathedral. Perhaps
senses, by which the bread became the | L instinetively felt that something sub-
| the wine the blood. Hence | lime, something holy had once dwelt

t ulso works the same cha | within these halls, with whose passing

eaking, ic is God their souls had, so to speak, passed

he iracle physically con- | away.’
priest merely pronounces in 1901 Ruville read IHarnack's
by Christ's arrang “ [ssence of Christianity,” for the first
tuted to induce the | time. In this famous book, the gosy

| change is achieved | of rn liberal Protestantism, Har

1 of th riest, all the same, | nac ets Christ as a mere man, but

y ‘This teralism,” we | in such way that His personality

) 8 I'he Protest- | stands unattained and unattainable in

is nothing but an ex the history of the world, and that the

. o 1 » words of the | existence of such a personality is a

on no other ground than the | miracle in itself, Now, to Ruville it

weept a2 miracle v »h is | seemed preposterous that the gospel

to the senses. At any te the | preached Dby the wonder-worker of
cannot be accused of going | Nazareth should have developed in the |

wgainst the Bible. On the contrary, she | course of time to a system of doetrine

All who use

before going to be
and refreshing it

e | but was now in Protestart hands,
o | *“ Even the thought that the Blessed
of | Sacrament had to retreat awakens this
ing, which is emphasized by the
r | sight of so many objects and ornaments
s, | now absolutely without meaning. There
s | is something funereal about these
s | churches. Even long before 1 had an
s | idea of the nature of Catholic worship

t | I could not shake off this impression
|

d say how nourishing
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weeks—~on one easy, simple condition.

I want you to thoroughly try them on your own eyes, no
matter how weak they may be; read the finest print in your bible with
them on, thread the smallest eyed needle you can get hold of and put
them to any test you like in your own home as long as you please.

Then after you have become absolutely and positively convinced
that they are really am} truly the softest, clearest and best-fitting glasses
you have ever had on your eyes and if they honestly make you see just
as well as you ever did in your younger days, you can keep the

RO pair forever without a cent of pay if you accept my special
extraordinary advertising proposition, and
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by showing them around to your neighbors and friends and speak a good
word for them everywhere, at every opportunity. ?
Won’t you help me introduce the wonderful Dr, Haux * Perfect
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just gay: * Dear Doctor:—Mail me your Perfect Home Eye
Tester, absolutely free of charge, also full particulars ol
your handsome 10-karat RO Spectacle Offer,” and
address me personally and I will give your fetter
my own personal attention, Address:—

DR. HAUX, (Personal), Haux Building
ST. LOUIS. MO
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i the World, and Perlectly Reliable

false to the core, yet diffusing every- | able experiences 1'had at the time of
where such richness of blessing. Doe- | my conversion: I prefer to say as little
| trines such as the divine Sonship,the | as possible. But one remark I must
| resurrection, the Trinity, eternal life | make: Some people took my step more
| could not have been evolved out of the | amiss than if I had become a liberal
| revelation of Christ unless they were | Protestant, a freethinker, an atheist or
| implicitly at least cuntained in i¥ and | what not. I saw clearly thag so-called
| unless they rested on irrefutable facts, | tolerance embraced anything and every-
| These considerations led Ruville to | thing you wished except the truun.

turn his back on liberal Protestantism, | Here it pulled up.”
Before long he became dissatisfied with Speaking of what his opponents have |
the stricter Lutheranism, too, with its | said or will say about his conversion,
meagre practical faith and its make- | von Ruville remarks :
shift liturgy. But he says: *I thought “The poor man, people will say, he
it impossible ever to accept the Catho- | doesn't know Catholicism in its true
lic faith, which I had been accustomed | form. If he could only see behind the
from my youth to view insuch an un- | scenes in Italy, in Spain; if he would
favorable light. It did uot oecur to | only read the works of Hoensbroech,
me that all I knew (about the Catholic | he would soon change his mind. Well,
| Chureh) I had learned from Protestant | 1 have taken a look into other coun-
sources ; that [ had never troubled my- | tries, also into Catholic churches, I
self about Catholie literature, conse- | have read much ot Count Hoensbroech,
quently had never approaehed the true | There are abuses certainly, and it we
source." | rake them together from all ages and
| countries, they grow in a formidable
Tis 1008 aln ivan Atbwuilinon yense. ol % mountain, (-‘spoci-tallyl if we put down as
then—he read the first Cstholic theo- |31 #Puse whatever is unintelligible to
. - . | us, Just herein lies the capital mistake
| log work, * The Old and the New | "5 . : F "
PN y : : | of the Protestant view. Abuses aie
| Faith,” by Professor George Reinhold, | 4 4 v

of the University of Vienna, and became | \ & Yhri
aware how false his notions of Catholic- | f:.:'::: t;’:d “’::::f"l_l"‘)d“'hfne g:“‘:::?ﬂ |

| ity haa been, * lverything was quite | " %

| different from—at times diametrically | would not have lnpwd & hundred years,

g § or even at that time there were gross

x opposed to—what I had conceived it to | sxoomns in teashin woisliip  #nd
be. * * * ] perceived that the " & P

”
| teachers, pastors, theologians to whom mobla,

| ¥ ¢ Withi > i i bcep-
| I owed my knowledge knew nothing u““l:,“l:' l?:::'i(l‘l}?ul:‘c:l :"'(f:_’ht:": :.“'h,i)s
| about Catholicism, yet had not hesi- - . N MEDOEAIOE ¥0. 5

| e el 4 il \uvm confession, met with nothing in
| tated to criticize it derogatorily and | the least oklomisted to Mar SHe inkde
pour out the vials of their sarcasm over " - e B 5 S

it. My whole scientific sense revolted. | b m{‘l formed s his m'",(l of the Bride
s of Christ. — German Correspondence

If they had inveighed against abuses, | -, b R o
extravagances of teaching cropping up | Catholic Standard and Times.
here and there, if they had condemued |
superstitions practices found amongst
some uneducated Catholic eclasses, 1
should not have found fault with them, | " 2 : i s
but they had no right to caricature the Father Vaughan maintains (in e of
Chureh as such and her official body of | his Advent sermons) that Kngland is a
doctrine,” i non-Christian country and he finds the
In order to get in closer touch with | proof *in the mind ot England to-day "
| things Catholie, Ruville visited his | @8 shown in her libraries, her press and
Catholic relatives. But to his astonish- | her stage. With regard to the libraries
meut, they showed a certain amount of | he asks what is the type of book naving
reserve in religious matters, though he | the widest and largest circulation, and
made no secret of his dissatisfaction | he answers that there is very little
with Protestantism. His visit brought demand either for the supernatural in
him no nearer to the Church. It was  literature or for what is clean and whole
the reading of that world-famous de- | some and instructive in the natural
| fense of Catholieity, Moehler’s * Sym- order itself. W "“"‘ Alexander Dumas
bolism,” that broke down the last bar- | once told his l'arhiu_n audience | might
riers. Before he had finished reading | (continued Father Vaughan) with some
he believed in the miracle of the Holy | truth say to an English audience, that
Eucharist, and his return home to the | “the only books which make a sensation
Catholic Church followed of itself. | are bad books ;" bad as regards questions
[ of faith or morals, or both. “The modern
{ novel and the modern play,” says a
Casting a retrospective glance over | recent writer, * take infidelity as their
the history of his conversion, von | text. They are destroying the nation's
Ruville says: * The interior struggles, | life.”
which are generally taken for granted | But what about the press? The press
in such cases, were entirely foreign to | has its hand upon the public pulse ; the
me. My progress was quiet and steady, | press judges to a nicety what sort of
sometimes rapid, sometimes slow. My | mental pabulum its patient will take ;
| aim was the truth, and when I recog- | what most of all he dislikes, and what he
nized it in Jesus Christ earthly organi- | relishes gluttonously. The bulk of its
zations were of no moment. Unhesita- | readers, the press assures us, will have
tingly I stepped over their boundary | nothing to do with the supernatural or
lines when the direction of the road | the miraculous. To be candid, the
demanded it. * * * Of the remark- | average daily paper would lead you to
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no fear of deformities, Rheumatism in time will afiect the heart, so do not trifle
with this merciless affliction. Address enclosing this adv, JOHN A. SMITH,
519 Laiug Bldg., Windsor, Ont.
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n, killing the germs and soothing the
healthy tissue
D. D. D, does just this. It cures
and it relieves instantly. If you have
suppose there was no God at all.  Not | never tried it write the D. D. D, Labor-
that it denies the existence of a Personal | atories, Dept, » Jordan St., Toronto,
Deity, but because it undertakes to ex- | for a free trial bottle.
plain all occurrences without even the | For sale by all druggists.
mention of His Name. It is a daily | - -
record of daily events, and its discourses
are wholly devoted to interests which |
belong to time and sense. It takes no
cognizance of revealed truths; it pro-
tesses no knowledge of the kingdom of |
heaven ; it is silent about the tuture of | ¥
| the immortal soul. If the pressis non- ¥ : % Anyone ou
Christian, the reason of it is that the
| mind of its readers, the people of England
is non-Christian. It grieves me to say
that in our seeching modern cities there |
is an ever-inereasing population “drink- |
ing at Stygian pools of foulness, feeding 1
upon the offal of literature and learning, |
the language of shame.” |
And now to come to the drama, what-
ever may be said in praise of it, we can-
not pretend that it could define its mis-
ion as the dramatic method of drawing
people to put eternity before time,
heaven before earth, and the sou! before
the body. Onthe coutrary, theatres,
music halls, and other places of amuse-
went provide entertainments best caleu-
lated to fill a house. They exist to
supply a demand ; they reflect the mind Ei @ t{ l‘ B ,b
of 1(|[x‘<3(‘nllnlry. and like the book and the | - )c a )0 lr ffﬂl
| paper, the theatre and music hall tell
you ir terms about which there can beno |
mistake the character of England's mind |

| to-day. Ido not say it isanti-Christian, | O'KEEFE'S LlQUlD

like the mind of Krance, but I cannot
| refrainfrom declaring itisnon-Christian, EXTRACT
This picture of twentieth century OF
England by an Eoglishman is not encour-
aging, yet it may be hoped that with MALT W|TH |RON
snch preachers and teachers as Father L]
Vaughan the task of conversion though
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