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'VELOCIPEDES.

The two-wheeled velocipede appears likel y to

. over-ride all old fashioned prejudice, and become

a really expeditious and useful means of loco-
motion. Setiing aside the saving of time by the
use of those inovators, the exhileration ani cx-
ercise, and the case with which they can be man-
aged, are undoubtedly strong and convincing
arguments in favor. Among the novelties are
monster'velocipedes, in which partiés of half a
dozen or more can ride, but these have the dis-
advantage of expense, and of requiring a tull
rconiplement of passengers for their proper pro-
pulsions Velocipedes of two, three, and even
four wheels are being produced to meet special
requirements, such as those of artists,commercial
travellers, invalids, amateur touiists, - In dther
velocipedes, aecessory motive power is being
provided in mounted steam-engines, which will
probably be superseded by those working with
oil and gas. Again there is the sail v:locipede
revived. A recent marine velocipede consists of
two cigar-shaped iron cylinders connected with
rogs, the paddle wheel between being worked by
the feet in‘a small iron and glass raised aloit.
There is also the skativg velocipede, placed on

. wheels and on which a terrific rate of speed may

be attained on a wide sheet of ice. W ith a good
machine the average rate of speed atainable is
from eight to ten miles an hour. The exerfion
is very inconsiderabie, and when once under way,

" the speed is very easily maintained. An extra-

ordinary American invention, being nothing less
than a two-wheeled velocipede, without anything
approaching to a canoe or boat, to go on water,
has just been patented by the eminent Patent
Solicitors, Messrs. Hazeltine & Co. It is adapted
to rivers and lakes, and is said o be capable of
Seating our ordinary Thames boats, according
to the trials made on the Hudson and New York
Bay. The buoyancy is secured by air chambers
in the wheels, which are of great breadth, whilst
a weight attached to the centre of gravity secures
an upright portion. . It is worked in the ordinary
method, by cranks and rods, and is steered by a
species ot rudder, the ridcr having complete com-
mand of the tiller. Instead of mounting on the

" ordinary waves of tideless waters, it cuts through

them. Much interest is already excited respeci-
ing the trials to come off —[European Mail.

MuccuiNg GrAPEVINES,—A correspondent of
the “ Country Gentleman” speaks of freshly cut
grass as a “new’’ mulch for grapevines; and he
also thinks ashes a good thing. I have used the
cut grass and the ashes, and have no douabt of
their service. But this is only practicable on a
small scale, without considerable expense. As
to the ashes, it is much to be regretied-that &0
much of both coal and wood aslies is wasted. It
ought all 1o go on the land, either for grapes or
tome other crop. A good mulch for vines could
be got by planting the pruning thickly, and-cut-
ting the branches when in full leaf. But either
this or a grass mulch would become dry, and a
spark might destroy the vineyard. In our dry
summers a mulched vineyard would be in great
danger. )

The only easy and safe mulch is good cultiva-
tion. I am not sure that it is not the best of all
mulches. But as the vine furnishes in its own
leaves and branches an excellent manure for it-
self, it occurs to me that waste cuttings thickly
planted would furnish branches and leaves that
might with advantage be mowed off and com-
pusted as manure, - Liebig has a pleasant story
of a poor Dutchman, not able to purchase manure,
who kept his vineyard flourishing by means of
its own clippings ; but he buried them in the
ground.—R. S. Elliott, St. Louis Journal of
Agriculture.

In 1868 the United Kingdom devoled a million
and a half acres to potatoes, Great Britain more
than half a million, and Ireland more than a
fnilliou.

\

\

FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

There are certainly some well-marked excep-

Parsley was first known in Sardinia.

The pear and apple are from Europe.
Spinach was first cultivated in Arabia.
The sunflower was brought from Peru.
The quince came from the island of Crete.
The nettle is a native of Europe.

The citron is a native of Greece.

The pine is a native,of America.

Tobacco is a native of Virginia.
Celery originated in Germany. |

he pear and apple are from Europe.
The gourd is probably an eastern plant.
The walnut and peach are from Persia. |

A GLUE WHIOH WILL UNITE EVEN ‘Pousugnp
Sreer.—A Turkish receipt for a cement used
to fasten diamonds and other precious ston.

to metallic surfaces, and ‘which is said et:
strongly unite even surfaces ‘of polished
steel, although exposed to ‘moisture, is as
follows : ' -

- Dissolve five or six -bits of - asti
each of the size of a large in llm:l'l?c?l
spirits of wine an will & 1o render it
::;md. hlx_x-a_mother vessel, digsolve in hrandy

much isin, - previously seftened . in
water, as wil :_nake-a..'tm’ ~wial of
strong glue, adding two _bites of  gam

The mulberry originated in Persia.

The cucumber came from the East Indies.
The radish is a native of China and J apan,
Peas are supposed to be of Egyptian origin.
Rye originally came from Siberia.

RACING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT oF HoRsgs.
—A paper has been published by Prof. Fer-
guson, apparently at the instance of the British
Government on this subject. He says :—

‘“ But the weight-carrying characteristic has
gradually diminished, generation after gener-
ation, until now, instead of being the prevail-
ing stamp, as it was at the commencement of
the present century, it is the marked exception.
Of late years, the distances run are short, and
the weights carried but light. Horses are bred
accordingly, for such very moderate require-
ments. Speed is the great desideratum ;
weight-carrying power is not required. As a
general rule, power must be sacrificed to ob
tain an increase of specd, and such is the case
in the present mode of breeding race-horses.

tions, but they arqo rare that their existence
does not affect theargument. In former years
there were Royal Plates run in heats of four
miles each. I'he weights were also heavy,

‘horses. The greatest difficulty which a breed-

Not unfrequently there wasone dead heat,and
four heats (sixteen miles) had to be run betore
the race was won. A reference to turf statis-
tics will show how numerous the entries fre-
quently were forsuch races, and how desperate
were the contests. How many of our modern
race-horses would be capable of such feats ¥—
particularly the cavrying of the weight, for
which they would be generally unfitted, from
the inabulity of their limbs to support it during
such an ordeal.”

The London Agricultural Gazette, in com-
menting on this paper, expresses the opinion
that * racing ‘ authorities’ have done their best
to encourage the production of ‘ weedy’ ani-
mals, that in almost every respect are the re-
verse of ‘touand ~and stout’ thorough-bred

er of horses now has, is to find & suitable
thorough-bred horse to put to his light cart-
mares. The subject is clearly one of the first
that ought to receive legislative attention.”

The winter wheat of Central Illinois, it is said,
never looked better at this time of the year than
now.

A large meeting of grain merchants, in St.
Louis, seem to have been ot the opinion that the
best and cheapest avenue to the sea for the grain
of the north-west, was the route to new York, via
New Orleans.
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The Oégr Rapids Times claims the champion-
ship for a young girl, “sweet sixteen,” of Linn

county, Iowa, as follows: For six weeks last
winter, during the sickness of her father and
mother, she attended forty-eight head of sheep,
eight head of horses,twelve head of cattle and
two calves, besides milking three cows, driving
the cattle one quarter of a mile every day to

water, cleaning the horses’ stable, doing the house
work and taking care of her sick parents,

amm which must be rubbed until dis-
solved. en mix the whole with heat.

Keep in a vial closely: sto: - When:it, i
to be used, set thoﬁ:l’al mpmn‘ water, - £

Scours N CoLrs,—A co sndent of ‘the
Iowa Homestead says:—Col¢ " s, dom’t
dose your young colts to death with strong
medicine, when they take the scours. Just
take a string (buckskin or soft leather is the
best,) and cord the tail as close up as you
can ‘conveniently ; that will give relief in

an hour and cure in from six o twelve
ours. Ihave tried the same on two old
horses, and it cured them in a few hours,
and I have been told the same remedy is as
good for calves, but hava never tried ‘it my-
self. Let us try to do away with dosing stock
with strong medicine as much as w n,
when something simple will do just as well.

To Expe.. Worms rroM Horses.—Inquiry
is made in the “ Country Gentlemsn '’ for a
receipt.hto destroy worms oi: horses. As the
writer has given us so good a ]inﬂ'

I propose to pay him in kind.hog:n.) 5 t‘

unfailing recipt: Take equal quantities of

and coppetas; ; pulvatise
n

alum, sulphur,

them, and give one hea tablespoonful
every alternate day for tell’;é'yl. It may be
mixed with dough and shdved (dewn the

throat.

Loss or Cup.—I have a heifer has been
drooping around with ber head down for
about two weeks. To-day I noticed that sha
did not chew her cud, and I got e elder
bark and made two balls g to Mr.
Wadsworth’s directions, and gave them to
her in the morning, but it did no good. At
noon I gave her four balls, and in half an
hour I had the satisfaction -of seeing her
chew her cud.

Cror Prosrrors.—We believe there never
was before so large an area of our country in
Wheat at this season as now, and that sowed
last fall is looking remarkably well, Unless
some disastrous blight shall yet be ori-
enced, we shall harvest more whnf m
than in any former year. A
Atlantic slope, a very large breadth- has
already been sown to spting grain, ‘while
much land is now in course of prepération
for Indian Corn. Our orchnrgn- are just
bursting into bloom, and the promise of
fruit—especially of peaches—is remarkably
good.—New York ’l&mvn.

VERMIN oN CHICKENS.—A cormpondeﬂt of the
Journal of Agriculture at Kirkwood, states that
for some seven years his chiskens have been kept
free from lice by strewing small branches or
spray of cedar about the heunery. Previons to
the use of this simple remedy, they were badly
infested, No whitewashing or other means to
expel vermin have been used,
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