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cd as to the nuniher «»f immi
grants hrouglit into Western 
C anada as we are with rhc ail 
important question of wh.r lias 
become of them? I low many 
are producers on farms and 
how many consumers and un
employed in the cities?

K. IV W U'CII.
Mayor of Winnipeg." 

This letter of Mr. Waugh's is 
transcribed in full for several rea
sons. First of all. it has to do

and its utilization, and the an
swer to Mr. Waugh's question F 
tiiat the great railway corpora
tions having elected to go in for 
construction work far in excess 
of the needs of the unsettled 
country, hired thousands of men 
to collie westwards who were 
left with nothing in sight when 
the railway boom came to a sud
den termination. These men 
were dumped in the cities, and 
recently we have had them par

tara
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Great men are wasted on primitive method- What a chance for Canada wVh a few 
thousands of these lusty, sober-living toilers'

with what is. next to the war. the 
most vital question affecting the 
domestic life of Canada at tile- 
present moment. Secondly, it is 
a strong, sincere and intensely 
earnest desire to get at the root 
of a long-established evil which 
has grown out of a mistaken im
migration policy. Thirdly, it is 
a real “human document," of 
real national significance as dis
tinguished from the mass of re
cent immigration literature which 
bears on the face of it the under
lining of political gag or tin 
purely self-seeking interest of the 
land speculator.

Taking a retrospect of the past 
ten years, and having regard to 
the extraordinary, if not match
less. opportunity Canada does 
offer to agricultural development, 
it can never be alleged that the 
immigration results covering that 
period (not in numbers, but in 
character) have been a success. 
We have courted failure in many 
directions. In certain respects 
the indiscriminate features of 
much that has been done speak 
most pungently to the fact that 
“someone has blundered.”

The fact is that the conduct of 
this great national interest has 
been from the first at the mercy 
of one political party or another. 
There has been no National Party 
to lift it out of the weltering 
mess of *>( litic*?. An able writer 
has well said that "Canada is 
cursed with too many busv-body 
little ministers, just like ail their 
predecessors, who chase al1 up 
and down the country looking 
after their little jobs that make 
votes and the little organizations 
that manufacture votes.

Canada's first care is her land

ading the streets in thousands ; 
one day in Winnipeg there could 
not have been less than eight 
thousand on the march from 
their rendezvous past the city 
hall to the government buildings.

That the great bulk of these 
men were not Fnglish speaking 
men. and quite a number of them 
recent importations front Ger
many and Austria, does not affect 
the point at issue. Mad there 
been no war, the sorry sight 
would "till have remained t< » vex 
us. They were lured to come t«- 
handle probably the only kind of 
work they are lit for by certain 
men who have no further use for 
them, and could not make any lv 
gitimate use of their services for 
a long time to come.

That in the ten years covered 
by the census, our rural popula
tion increased only 17 per cent is 
sufficient evidence that the tide 
of immigration is not flowing on 
to the land ; and this is a coun
try in which only one-third of 
the land lit for cultivation is oo-

The question of settling people 
on this land must be lifted en
tirely from the reaim of party 
politics ; it must be approached 
front the national standpoint, for 
the country's development is 
built upon its natural resources 
of which agriculture is and will 
he the all-important one.

To secure immigration is im
portant, to direct it into proper 
channels in this country is of 
much greater importance, and let 
it never he forgotten that the tide 
cannot permanently be set in the 
direction of the land unless agri
culture offers a sufficient reward 
for the capital and labor the ini-.

migrant is expected to invest on 
his holding.

A little more than three years 
ago a great missionary move
ment with its slogan “A Million 
for Manitoba" was organized in 
that province, chiefly in Winn 
peg. and pushed ahead for a Inn f 
space, but in the end it came t 
little or nothing. It was largely 
engineered by some advertising 
men, and probably it never ex
tended very far beyond the ad 
vertising stage.

Now mere "advertising," how
ever costly, will nexer effect t In
set t lenient of the land on a satis
factory basis. Canada has been 
over-advertised on «me side, and 
much of that one-sided advertis
ing has given her the hlackot eye 
she has ever received as the re-ult 
of any hloxx aimed at her real in
terests.

This adx ertising has largely 
emanated from men whose inter
est i< entirely the pecuniary one 
of having land to sell, hut a vast 
amount of government publicity 
literature lias been of a kind cal
culated ( xve will say unintention
ally) to mislead the intending im
migrant.

When the "Million for Mani
toba" scheme was in full swing, 
an editorial appeared in this 
paper in which certain types of 
these men xx ho had been misled 
xx ere referred to. and the case was 
put fiir the intending settler in 
the light of the experiences of 
these men xx ho had been lured 
from their life's anchorage to 
come to Western Canada. What 
las happened in the three years

the dollars it will hrin^ 
said enterprise or corp. • it

We have <m record 
examples of effort." of ti 
bring people out in >r

th all sort" of ca"X 
on-erop-rc"iilts bail <1.> 
lore their ex es, hut it 
ful for our present pun» 
these sorry details.

It xv ill take some tim , 
more of .something cl-, 
great deal of the di"ip 
that has been oveasmih 
suspicion that "till » 
result of these mistak» » 
ing and therefore ab>»i 
in immigration, but it 
be done, and there xx il 
like the present in >nn i 
ing in to solve it.

The men xx c xvant 
tlv msands « if line fell» 
sweating out their li « 
country farm" for a h 
lance compared with 
same intelligent indu-" 
pn«luce in Manitoba, 
drunk the spirit of -i1 
their mother's milk. ! 
seeking help but nun 
portunity to help them 
an assurance that thex 
be victimised by land 
so«in as they set f»»»t in • 
try.

What can thv"v men , 
11ère is the case i»f an 
laborer possessed »»i an 
trions wife and four h« « 
dren evenly mixed. I h ii; 
all hi" day - < m the fat 
f< ir « me of the in» »"i int« !1:„ 
successful mixed farm» - 
deetishire. 11 is savings

Contented wi' little He will tight his way to an honest competence 
by industry and thrift.

since that article was written ha" 
justified its strictures in an almost 
tragic manner.

No inducement or missionary- 
enterprise is needed t«> bring arti
sans and shopkeepers to swell the 
population of the cities, but the 
business of securing the right 
type of men and women to handle 
tlie millions of unoccupied areas 
is one that may not safely he left 
to any private enterprise or cor
poration whose chief concern is

more than sufficient t» 1 .ring '-cs 
self and his little crowd : t d 
and leave him xvhen li 'and"-i 
at Winnipeg, with >■ v SN'ï 
S'00.

To whom can that man I 1 
not merely for “advi. but « 
real assurance as to t niaintfl 
ance of bis family while In- i« «i 
ing for the first fruits i liis •' : 
on the virgin soil? I « watM 
fairly and squarely earn every it 
lar, he will accept n< "vliari?


