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With this issue we close the third vear of this
paper, and we heartilv thank all those friends
that have given us their patron:ge di ring the s
years, most of whom continue their subsc: 1ptions
yet, and we hope they will still ¢ ntinne to da sa,
Our aim is to keep this paper a purely religious
journal, with no advertisemems, wor Patent
medicine testimonials, nor any controversial |
matter. But a helpful journal to bsth old and
young. Our object is to put within easy reach
of all our people a knowledge of what enr
ministers and churches are doing for the Master,
and to supply the best religious reading matter
that can be obtained. We do not try to inter
fere with the larger organ of our denomination
inany way; but among our people where it does
not go we endeavour to put this one i Oy
friends may rest assured that we shall spare o
time, labour nor means to make th - paper hetp
ful, and satisfactory to all who have a toste for
religious reading  As there is a strong comenda-
tion of it with this issue we will say no wwre at
present.

Wishing you all the complintents of the season
will start out on a fourth years' service for you.—
THE MANAGER,

Limiting Ch ist,

O. P Eacurs, D1}

ESUS Christ is Christianit ¥e ot @ pact
of it, but all of it. To construct |
the person of Christ, ta explain 3
away the claims made by him, is ta |
limit Christianity itself. It has been affirmed by
many writers that there was in reality no such
thing as demoniacal possession in New Testament
times. That this was the general belief is ad.
niitted without question. Jesus walked among
men with a knowledge superior to the miscon
ceptions and ignorances of that agey  Inasmuch
as this question did not touch any of the funda-
mentals of the faith Jesus did not discnss the |
truth or falsity of their belief, he simply accom
modated himself to their harmless delusion]
Concerning this view Edersheim says, “This |
view seems, however, scarcely worth refuting ‘
since it imputes to Jesus, on a point so important,
a conduct not only unworthy of him or indeed of
any truly great manm, but implies a canon of
accommodation which might equally be applied
to his miracles or to anything else that contra-
vened the notionsof an interpreter and so might
transform the whole gospel narratives into a
series of historically unworthy legends.** Jesus |
distinguished between physical sickness and the |
afflictions caused by evil agencies ( Matt. iv: 24).
In the quiet discussions with disciples, apart from !
the public, Jesus asserted the reality of this evil
agency. When he sent out the twelve he affirmed
very clearly ja dark power that made the life |
wretched. He places this spirit possession along
side of sickness and death (Matt. x:8). When
the seventy returned with the assertion that evil |
spirits were subject to them, Jesus confirmed the |
truth of their belief and their mastery. He con-
nected thigevil agency with the Satanic existence
and power (Luke x:20). Regarded in the light
of history impartial criticism can arrive at no
other conclusion than that Jesus shared the views
of the evangelists as regarded those who were
demonized. ;
The above view seems to impugn [his honesty |
as a teacher. Dr. Gilbert, in the November
vumber of the Biblical World, affirms that Jesus ‘
shared in the views of the men of his age, not |
bawwing that these belief: had no foundation, |
'

iii: 34. )
| spoke in an anthoricative way, his words were

| build on,

| state of worldly anxigty.
| almost incessantly in a fever of anxiety lest their
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He affirms the ignorance of Jesns en this poing,
The position hetd by Professor Gilbert is that
there was wo connection of any evil ageney with
this malady known in the New Testameut as
spitit possession, but that it was a form of insan
ity begotten in that age, occasioned by perverted
views as 1o the Messiali, It was a kind of rlig-
iows inania,  He antsiutes to Jesus a belief in
the reality of demoniacal pes ession,  He asks
can we believe in b as the Messiali if it appeats
that he sharod i a populare error? He answers
the question by «aying, ** He did not clain any
speial knowledge ontside of the weligions sphere,
1€ then in subjects that {ay apart from his Mes
stne work be shared the views of his age, that
should not in suy woy afieet our coufidence in
itin as Messiah.”

It seemin to be a matter of great donht whether

an intelligent centiry wondd be w Ming 1o entrasg |

the fival word concerning cletnal interests to a
persan who made clear and definite statements
concermng his mission, his wo:k, his power, and
these statemants are adwied to be erroncons,
A man who did not understaud himself, his age,
his mission, his alversarivs, his achievements iy
0t that one «ho can Raingly represent the trath
jtself,  That Jesus tived an eunipticd life is taught
in Phid iz 8, That Jesus wasnat in the excrcise
of vulimited knowledge i his early ministry is
plain from Mark xiii: 32 That he depended on
the falness of the Holy Spirit for guidance and
the revilition of the truth is tanght in John
But when Jesus spoke on any subject he

the truth, were a finality, He gave to his teach-
ings more fix doess than belengs to the laws
of nature. It was as the Messiah, the Lord of
the new kinzdom, that Jesus sent out the twelve
and eadowed them with power against this evil
malady.  He tanght that it required his super-
natural help to achieve conquest against evil Fo .
session.  He tanght that it required his super-

. matural help to achieve conquest against him as
| Messiah were enrolled the hosts of darkness,

under a Satanic agency. It was a part of his
Messianic mission to rel'eve distress loccasioned
by sickness. Having power as the Messiah over
sickness he distinguished other physical infirmi-
ties and healed them. He taught that it required
a special spiritual power to over ome these evil
agencies (Mark ix:29). We cannot make two
Messiahs or eut up the onc Messiah intg two
parts, making the one authoritative and invest-
g the other with serious errors in teaching, A
mistaken Christ canuot long remain a Christ ta
He said nothing concerning chemistry
or geology, God gave him no mission on these
subjects.  His supreme mission was to under-

| stand that age and all ages, to understand his

work, the obstacles, the method of overcoming
them, to teach men righteously concerning un-
seen agencies. M Jesus was mistaken on this
point, may he not be mistaken as to miracles, the
finality of his words, his supreme Eeadship ?
That Jcsus did not fall into the absurdities of the
Jewish misconception concerning demonized per-
sons is evident trom a statement of the Jewish
beliefs prevalent.  But we may build up a calin
and sane statement of Jesus' distinct teachings on

| this subject, givea all through his ministry,

spoken as teacher inans er 1o inquiries. There
.are many subjects on which Jesus did not speak,
But when he did speak he spoke as the Messiah.
To draw a line through the New Testament and
affirm certain teachings as distinetly erroneous,
adwittedly so in our age, is to create a second-
rate Christ,

Overcoming the world implies overcominy a
Worldly men are

worldly schemes should fail. But the man who
geis above the world gets above this state of
ceaseless and corroding anxiety,
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“NUMBER ONE."

“He is a nimber one boy," said grandmother,
tproudly, N great boy for his books; indeed,
i he would rather read than play, and that is say-
L ing a good deal for a boy of seven.”

“Itis, certainly,” returned Uncle John, *‘but
what a pity it is that he is blind."'

“Blind ! exclaimed grandmother, and the
number one boy looked up too, in wonder.

“Yes, blind, and a little deaf, also, | fear,"
answered Unele John,

*“Why, John !'what put that into your head ?*'
asked grandmother, looking perplexed.

“Why, the number one boy himself,"’ said
Uncle John.  **He has been occupying the one
casy chair i the room all the afternoon, never
seeing you, nor his wother when she came in for
afew minutes' rest. Then when your glasses
were mislaid, and you had to climb upstairs two
or three times to look for them, he neither saw
{ wor heard anything that was going on."

'Ol he is 5o busy reading,” apologized grand-
| uother,

I “"That is not a very good excuse, mother,"

replicd Unele John, smiling.  “If, ‘Number
s One’ s not blind wor deaf, he must be very
1 selfish indeed to occupy the best saat in the room,
{and let older people run up and down stairs
while he takes his ease.”

**Nobody asked me to give up my saat nor to
un noerrauds,” said *Number One. "’

*“That should not have been necessary,'’ urged
Vucle Johu.  “What are a boy’s eyes and ears
for, if not to keep him posted on what is going on
around him? I am glad to see you fond of books,
but if a pretty story makes you forget all things
except amusing ‘Nuwber One,’ better run out
and play with the other seven-year-old boys, and
let grandmother enjoy the comfoit of her rocker
i quiet."—Youth's Evangelist,

1t is admittedly difficult to construct a clear
and definite hypothesis concerning demoniacal
possession, admitting only the truth, keeping out
the untrue., But concerning the mysteries that
surround our physical and moral natures perhaps
Jesus was as accurate an observer as modern
scientific men. If Jesus declared that certain
physical ailments were the result of evil agencies
and theological professors deelare that they were
a form of insanity and that Jesus was undoubted-
ly mistaken, it ought not to be a stigma on one's
sanity if he affirm that he prefers the teaching of
Jesus to that of the professor. A professor may
be mistaken, it is less probable that Jesus was.
~tlightstown, N. /.

Tt will be a great relief to us if as many as
possibly can, who are in arrears for this paper
will remit us at an early date, and renew their
subscription at the same time. Any subscriptions
| that began in any momh after July, 1901, will
| not be charged for any time that they have been

getting the paper until Jan. 1902. We want all

our subscriptions to begin either with January

or July. Therefore we are giviug free of charge

any time between January and July, and between
[ July and January,

[ Rev. F. B. Meyer was recently asked: How
| did you find Christ? This is his written reply:
| "'I do not remember when I first became a Chris-
| tian. The love of God came over wie as the
'dnwn over a summer sky; and it was only in
| after years that I realized what God had done for
we in those early days. My mother and father
| were godly pople, They expected me to be a
| Christian, and at my mother's knee I said my
| morning and evening prayers. It is to their
| prayer and faith unremitting care that §
l owe everything.”




