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! Hints for i 
I Beginners |

R. F. HOLTBRMANN

What careful study a beekeeper and 
agriculturist should give to the wea­
ther. Time and again to have some 
Idea as to the probable future weather 
conditions and to be able to tell with 
some degree of certainty changes In the 
weather is of value. There Is no call­
ing which gives the ample scope for 
reward for the proper use of body and 
mind which agriculture does. Many 
may not see this, but It nevertheless 
exists. In weather forecasts I do not 
now speak of groundless conclusions, 
of things which are supposed to Indi­
cate what they do not, but I speak of 
the tenor of seasons, the result of winds 
from certain directions, the deductions 
we may draw from certain clouds at 
certain times of the day, and the sug­
gestions we get from certain sunsets 
and sunrises. Even our Lord, who 
never made a mistake, who never spoke 
lightly, but always weighed every word, 
endorses that this can be done by 
saying "Ye can discern the face of the 
sky and of the earth.” Now let the bee­
keeper get a good look upon the sub­
ject and study It during the coming 
winter and thus be better prepared to 
make a success of bee-keeping.

To-day, November 28th, I am con­
gratulating myself that all my bees are 
In the cellar. They, with the exception 
of four colonies out of 336, are strong 
In bees and they have ar abundance of 
stores, the twelve-frar.u single wall 
hives without covers averaging over 85 
pounds each. The bees we 'e put In last 
week, with our own and those of an­
other (we helped one another) 600 col­
onies were put In. I could pile these

live high In the cellar and probably 
with as little grumbling as the small 
Idea hive man would pile up his eight- 
frame hives. After coming home from 
this operation I had a man call on mo 
to consult as to the best way of feed­
ing his bees whether the bees would 
take down the feed In the cellar, or If 
they could be got to take It down now. 
The next day I met another man who 
consulted about the same thing and 
borrowed a few feeders. What a time 
to look after such things, and yet I 
am sadly afraid these cases are by no 
means Isolated. Such work is almost 
on a par with reaping a field long after 
the grain Is ripe and the weather and 
chicks, turkeys and other birds have 
threshed most of the grain I have no 
desire that there should be less bee­
keepers, but I would like to see the 
day when the bees are kept more Intel 
ligently or the owners go out of the 
business. If anyone has bees with In­
sufficient stores for winter under pro­
per conditions I feel sure bees can be 
fed during the winter and yet wintered 
with success. Now, remember, I do not 
advocate this. I am sure It would be 
very undesirable to practice such bee­
keeping, yet It can be done. lires, i 
however, as far as I know, cannot be 
Induced to take feed down, such feed 
must be put under the cluster, not over 
It. The hive can be raised from the 
bottom-board sufficiently to shove un­
der the cluster some feeder open at the 
top, yet In which the bees will not per­
ish. The feed can be given as occasion | 
requires. As such a feeder must of ne­
cessity have a limited capacity I wouldl 
put In feed two parts, by raeasure.1 
sugar and a little less than one part| 
water.

It appears to me we put our bees ini 
the cellar Just about the right time, andl 
yet If a warm day should come sooaj 
one In which the bees could have I 
thorough fly they would be bettor out| 
On the other hand should such a dal


