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*"? reprenentations of her catacombs, attestat once the greatness of her Pharaohs, and the fait that«he possessed political institutions, and a high degree of

cvilizatiou fifteen centuries or more before the Christen era
1 his sea was a silent witness to the conquest of Canaan

fciolomonsTempJe, when it conveyed the cedar of Lebanon

ous Pbrfni ^'^'^t^A ^i
?^^® ^^^ ^'''^^y »»d adventur-

l^r» ^1
^^*'^"" ^'^^""^ ^^'^ Mediterranean, therecould have been no voyage of the Argo, and consequentlyno Medea to occupy the pen of Euripides. If the mJ-unian banl had sung at all, he must have sung of other

^,Th *^^**^^?^*^^/"^ ^^y«««^^' ^'^^ »«t tilis water

n^nnf I^ ^''*^"'"^"'^i^*'"^*^""^"» ^^t^» the means of trans-
porting his trooj)8 to Troy.
The Mediterranean enabled the colonizing CJreek to

mZr^"!fn^' "^ '^' ^^^«»' ^"^ the coasts of AsiaMinor, with Grecian settlements ; and at Mount Athos. at

b^Hhir f ^/?*^' '^ ^''''^^"^ ^^^^^^° valor in roHing
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of Asiatics, which the injured pride ofth!reisian kings led them to send against the mother country.

It conveyed Dido and her fellow-fugitives to Carthage, and
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^"^ P"^«^"l that it couldcope with Rome for the mistressship of the world. Andunder Providence, this sea. by the part it played in the

I unic wars, had no small share in deciding that the love
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independence, the stern mainte-nance of law and justice, which underlay and exalted theKoman character, and not the low, sordid, unprincipled
policy that actuated and degraded Carthage, should then
prevail, and ultimately pervade Western Eiiope. Thusthe Mediterranean is interesting for the influence it exert-
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the condition, and the commerce of the

wl^T'^'^''''
«^,^ncient nations, which, as we have seen,

hrs w'in lf^'"
'•''""'• ^"^ '^' ^" ^^^d^'"" times, this seihas dwindled in importance, if commerce has, in a gieatmeasure forsaken this-the cradle of its young energils, it

8 because mankind have spread to newer and more Ex-
tensive regions, and their intercourse can no longer be cou-tmed to limits so narrow.


