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iriSToKK'Al. SKKTCn OF TIIK CAXALS OF CANADA.

01 the oreat arteries of this Coniineni none surpasses tho 8tLawrence HI ,h. len.-,h of its nav.uat.on, the volume ot its

o n ih h ; "^'l-

'*' ''" '"''' '"-"^ "^' "-""trvor which ithn ns the hiiihway ot co„„uunica- -i with the Atlantic Ocean

a;ih:r!ul' VrV'^"
i.s >en.o,e.. .CCS, hut Irom Fond clu l.^";.ttJn head ol i.ake .Sup.'rior, to the Straits ofJJelle Isle the entire

<hst.uice ,s 2.:ii2 statute nnles. In its course Iron. LakeSu^eHo
<. the s,>a, Its volume ,s sw.dled by the waters ol' the a-reatLakes, and smaller expansions, asw.dlas by numerous tributari..s

ol no insi,o.„i|,c.ant size or im])orfance. 15etween Lakes Sui)erior

I .t, V, ^';^1='"'- ''"*^veen St. Clair and Frie as the
I'etioit; between Lrie and Ontario as the Niajrara.

lW.)w Quebec, the bn.adth ofthisina-nilicent river increasesn til It IS about one humlred miles at its junction with thewateis ol the Ciull.

The iini)ortance of the St. Lawrence navigation has alwavsbeen lully appreciated by the people of Canada, and larae .sumso public money have b.vn wisely d.votcd toward the iinprove-
uient ol its faciliti,.,s, not m.Mvly lor internal and local. l)ut l'>r theever increasini.' commerce of the Uasin of the Great Lakes Nol••dv has the channel of the river been deepemnl and otherwi.se
improved, but an expensive system of canals eonstructed to over-
•••'ine the natural obstructions, and connect the Lakes with tidewa er. Steamer.s. and ships of laro-e tonnaue can now proceed di-octly from the (Hvan to (Quebec and Montreal, a distance of !.H()

Ues. l<rom Montreal, however to Lake Erie the capacity ofhe v,..ss,dsis Innited to the size of the canals, of which we pro-use now to o,ve a bri-d' historical a.ul statistical sketch. },efore
H'«>;'<l.no. to state the eonelusions at which we have arrivedom ho facts bHcre us. and to shew the immense interests ,.on-

'(•'a with the important <iuestion which has been .subnntted
to the consideration of the Cominis.sioners.

uv,
y^;',^'"'';'^'^"!' ^'«'i«da, now in operation, have been con-Mi ucfecl tor th." imrpose of im]>rovin- the followino- rout.-s ofwa VI I'll t ion :

l<irs1~1'he St, Lawrence na\ iii'atioii ;


