
ox CANADA.

Imd lint evoii the merit of ori^'iiiivlitv—l)ut vrm an miconscious

pluf^'iaiisiii from the Indiiiiis nf the raciHc const.

In ('auiiilii there were hkewise to he found those whom
pnj,'ani.sm liad so thoroughly embnited that they might be

brought into degrading comjtarison witli the very beasts of tlie

tiehl—Iiideous, misshapen creatures in the form of man—abor-

tions of inteHectual and moral being; (ind then, as if all this

indigenous ]»aganism were not enough, there was bchig rn])idly

imported tlie Confucianism and ancestor-worship of the China-

man. Stolid, liarmh'ss, taking no heed save of the things of

lust and life, with a giant i)assion for gathering gijld, with au

equal ]>asHion for gamlding it aAvny, witli no collective worship,

with all religious sentiment apparently as dead within them as

if both intellect and heart were endtalmed. They Avere coming

auKjugst the Canadians in thousanti^; these heathen whom Cod
•was sending to the (Jospel, because the Church was so slow of

heart and purse in sending the Cospel to the heathen. Con-

sidering the vastness of territory and the multiplicity of races

and cieeds in the Dominion, he thought it would amply ajjpeai

to those present that if there Avas missionary gi'ound anywhere

it was in Canada, and that if there was room anywhere for the

<iperations of an eanie.st Church, Avith the boundless love of

Christ in its creed, and with the life of that h)ve in the heart!*

of its members, it Avas in the sphere Avhich he rejiresented that

(lay. Methodism in Canada, one in feeling, doctrine, and aim
Avith their own in England, holding reverently by the same
traditions, thrilled by the same i)rimary insjuration of love to

Christ, and by the secondary ins])iration of manya pious pioneer

legend of its oAvn, had bravely girded itself up to this great

Avork of evangelism.

In endeavouring to leaA'en the land with the pure truth of

the Cospel of Christ, ]\Iethodism in Canada had certain initial

advantages Avhich Avere greatly helpful to successful labour. He
Avould just mention four of them. There Avere tAvo kinds of

Avork to be done in Canada, "''be settler must be folloAved to

the remotest forest Avhich ec oed to tlie stroke of the axe or

through Avhich arose the smoke of the clearing ; and then the

requirements of the age demanded that the flock, hoAvever scat-

tered, should be housed and tended Avith all the shepherd's care.

In these circumstances it Avas no small advantage that the men
Avhom ( fod raised up for the ministry in Canada Avere men Avho

could do all kinds of Avork, Avho combined in themselves the

l)ioneer and the pastoral elements of character. They could

both fell the trees and build and furnish the house.

Another advantage Avas that the stream of emigration,
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