
GAELIC FOLK-»«)SiW OV CANADA ••

W«M1 •• no more M Crlmmon'B Mlurnlnf,

Nor In p*ao« nor in war ii he returning.

Till dawni the grtal .lay of woe an! burning.

For him. for him, thtre'i no returning.

TheMJ vem;* low mucli in the tran-lalioa. In the original thoy

.re mnarkahle for beauty of diction and for the depth
o'J«»J«

feelinu they exprw., and one can ea-ily under*tun.l the endunng

impretion they would make u,H»n the mindn of .orrowinK enugranta,

eipeeially when »ung to one of the .weete*t minor melod.e- m the

treasury of Gaelic mu«ic.

To thi. claw belongs Evan MacColl'* (a charter memb. the

Royal Society) " Beannachd Dheireannach an Eiltluraih Op >

-
" The Hi«hlnnd Emigrant'* Farewell," one of the beat cmigrau. 6 «ong.

in the !..i' uage. the concludinfj linos of wha-h are:

; ralr elle. * gu brftth.

Beannachd bhlfcth leal, n i dhuthalch!

Ged robh gu Lath'-lualn '

Falach-oualn ort bho m' •httll-ia.

Ou delreadh mo ohualrt.

a«arr no buan, bi'dh ml g umulgh.

O! Ard-righ nan dOl.

Beannalch dull alch mo ghrftldh!

I- thii poem MacCoU desc.ilH;* his father's ft-olings, overcome by

Btrong'emotion aa the mountain ,,c«ks r i* ..ative land recedes from

his view, and in turnin;,' away aft.-r the knes. haa cl.*ed Uic scene

the Btern-viaaged Gaol vows ete.M^l de^.uon to his native laud, ana

invokes a benediction upon its [ luro. ITiii, poem, or soug, composed

to the tune, "Erin n brath," ' a^ be.n sung in the Old Land and

in Canada by at lea r t vo generut-ms, separated by the wide Atlantic

yet on both si(l.« of the ocean, each romen. Inuring the close relationship

betwixt them of kith and kin.

When the Scottish Gael found a lodgement in Canada, the songs

of his race were not forgotten. That body of song wa*. the comnion

heritage of the Kolt, the world over, but the soul of son- did not live

on the poetry of the past only; it found its muse in the dense forest,

on tlie rivers and lakes, and at the happy firesides of tho settlements.

Here in Canada, therefore, Gaelic poems and songs were composed in

the style of the older minstrelsy. Some of them can be compared

to the popular lvric» of the Highlands. The themes varic-d with the

glories of sea and land, the bf .aties of nature with her rich colourings

and varying moods; the heroism and devotion of the women— of

mothers and daughters who bore the hardships of colonization with


