
1881. —Amoug the topics alluded to by the 
archivist in his report for this year, may be 
noted various documents on Newfoundland; on 
the protection of its fisheries from the inroads 
of the French, 1(596-97 ; on the trade of the 
colony, 1705-6; on the number of vessels tra­
ding, with particulars of the annoyances and 
hindrances the French caused to trade. A list 
of the chief harbours is also given, and we find 
a mention of “Whiteburne’s discourse on 
Canada,” also of a vocabulary of the language 
of the Newfoundland Indians; a general des­
cription of the province of Nova Scotia, and a 
report on the state of its defences by Lieut.- 
Col. Moore in 1783; plans of different forts; the 
journal of Sir Hovenden Walker’s unsuccess­
ful attempt on Quebec in 1711.

1882. —One of the subjects to which Mr. 
Brymner draws attention that year, is the 
urgency of enlarged space for the archives 
rooms, in order to classify and arrange sepa­
rately, for the eight provinces constituting the 
Dominion of Canada, the rapidly accumulating 
papers referring to each.

“If,” says he, ‘‘lists of records of the dif­
ferent provinces in the possession of their 
respective governments were procured, they 
would be of the greatest use in proceeding with 
the work of this branch, and Would assist very 
materially in furnishing information to his­
torical investigators, who not unfrequentlv 
make inquiries as to the existence and plans of


