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CUPE leader speaks at York

By ALICEKLEIN

‘““Working people in Canada
are prepared to make sacrifices
but no to be sacrificed to fight
inflation. Workers are the only
ones making sacrifices right
now. The managers, the bosses,
the corporations are not making
sacrifices.”

This was the theme of
Canadian Union of Public
Employees (CUPE) Hartman’s
speech at a York meeting last
thursday. The meeting, spon-
sored by CYSF and YUSA was
attended by about 75 people.

In his introduction to Grace
Hartman, CYSF President
Barry Edson explained that
‘‘because of the CLC day of
protest decision to call the
October 14 day of protest, the
wage and price control issue has
become the most decisive and
political issue in Canada
today...thus the CYSF has
decided to sponsor a special
meeting to hear labour’s side.”

He explained that Hartman
herself got her start in the trade
union movement in North York
where she still lives.

Hartman said she was happy
to have the opportunity to speak
to campus audiences, and to
explain the motivation behind
the day of protest. ‘‘There’s a
nation wide rumour these days
that our universities have died
—that students have become the
silent majority — and that
they’re majoring in the status
quo.”

According to Hartman the
real issue behind the day of
protest is that “the anti-inflation
program has eroded, if not
almost destroyed the right of
collective bargaining in this
country. ‘““There’s a group of
uninformed, misguided, un-
concerned bureaucrat who
can turn around agreements
reached by labour and
management. The AIB is worse
than a kangeroo court — more
like the inquisition. When you
try to appeal a decision, they
figure they’ll really give you
something to complain about and
roll wages back even further.”

“Trade unionists foughtlike hell
and many of them died for the
right to unionize. The struggle
wasn’t always a legal one but it
was always a just one,’’ she said.

\On the question of price
controls, Hartman told the
audience that “Trudeau said he
couldn’t control prices or
profits. Allthat he could control
was wages and that’s what he’s
doing. Today, a year after he
introduced legislation which he
said would be unfair and un-
workable, he has proven himself
right.”.

Hartman felt that the
government was ‘‘trapped by
their own political deceit and
lacked the courage to do
anything about it.”

To make her case, Hartman
cited examples of female
clerical workers in Essex
County who struck for seven
weeks to get their first contract.
Toreacha wage level equivalent
to other workers in the same
field, they required a 30 per cent
increase. The AIB rolled back
their settlement to 12 per cent in
addition to forcing them to pay
back anaverage of $200.

Hospital workers are another
sector cited by Hartman as hit
hard by the AIB. ‘‘These
workers are really the working
poor, yet they’ve been rolled
back toeight per cent and six per
centincreases.”

In addition, Hartman noted
that the wage control programis
hurting women more than men
because it is women who are at
the bottom of the wage scale.
Since the Anti-Inflation
programme stipulates per-
centage increases, the current
wage settlements widen the gap
between male and female wages
rather than closing them.

To Hartman, the day of
protest represents honest
political action. ‘“It’s people
telling politicians that they
wont’ accept a unilateral
program imposed by Trudeau.”

Newspapers,whichhavebeen
consistently saying that October
14 is illegal and immoral de-
serves contempt in Hartman’s
opinion. ‘“What other freedom is
more fundamental than the
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CUPE president, Grace Hartman, told a small but enthusiastic student audience that students, according to
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nation wide rumour, have become the silent majority.

righttodissent.”

Questioned about what would
happen after the 14, Hartmaa
said ‘‘the media will say its a
failure no matter how many
people come out. I don’t expect
to wake up on October 15 and
find out that the Prime Minister
has made some great
pronouncements. But the CLCis
united against the wage controls
like its never been before.”’

Asked about the prospect of a
long general strike, Hartman
concluded that ‘‘Canadian

workers aren’t ready for that”’.

During the question period,
there was only one opponent of
the day of protest.“I grant you
that there have been mistakes in *
the way in which the controls
have been applied, but I haven’t
heard any alternatives,’’ he
said.

A number of questions focused
on the question of tripartism
raised in the CLC Manifesto and
passed at their last convention.
This was part of a number of
alternatives to controls posed by
the CLC leadership. “Its a big

]

topic,” commented Hartman.
“There have been a number of
meetings with the government
and as a result the whole
document is being revised.
From the two of these meetings
which I've attended, I've con-
cluded that tripartism can’t
work, it won’t work in the
present situation. What we were
really trying to do was open up a
dialogue to get our views across.
It hasn’t worked. You get tied in
with that corporate structure
and we, as workers, can'’t afford
todothat.
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