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Student

rotests useless

says Globe columnist

BY BEN ERRETT

MONTREAL (CUP) — Stu-
dent demonstrations are @ poor me-
dium for policy change, says Globe
and Mail national affairs columnist
Jelfrey Simpson.

Simpson, a recent Order of

Canada recipient and national com-
mentator, made the comments dur-
ing an exclusive interview with
Canadian University Press.

According to the well-known
journalist, last month’s protest by
the Canadian Federation of Students
(CFS) to pressure both federal and
provincial governments to reinvest
in post-secondary education had no
impact.

“The rallies simply have no
effect on policy,” he said. “They
have no elfect on anyone who
thinks logically about the problems
in post-secondary education. Stu-
dents simply don’t have credibility
when they argue for lower fees.”

Michael Conlon, national
chairperson for the CES, didn’t take
the criticism seriously.

“leffery Simpson has ideo-
logical reasons for objecting to the
demonstrations,” said Conlon. “His
agenda is not access to education.
He doesn’t care if middle-class or

poor students have access 10 post-
secondary schooling.”

The CES head added that if

Simpson doesn’t like the battle
against rising tuition, he should
write to the president of Ireland for
eliminating tuition fees and helping
that country’s economy grow.

But Simpson makes no apol-
ogy in his call for higher fees.

“Provincial governments do
have to increase basic funding, but
to do that realistically student fees
have to increase,” he said. “While
we ought to subsidize post-second-
ary education, the current subsidy
is unacceptably large.”

And the Globe columnist also
ook critics to task who say Canada
has a more equitable education sys-
tem than the U.S.

“If you look at the United
States, the participation rate in post-
secondary education is the same as
itis in Canada, even though the fees
at publicly funded schools there are
higher.” he said.

In his column following the
recent federal budget, Simpson
pointed out post-secondary was one
of a wide range of, programs that
receive increased funding in this
year’s budget.

When asked if this meant

education was merely one priority
among many for the Liberals,
Simpson said he believes the gov-
ernment 1s committed to helping
universities.

“I would argue that education
has been like religion to the Liber-
als,” Simpson said. “If you exam-

ine the last three budgets, the list of

initiatives on education has really
been impressive.”

As evidence, he pointed to the
millennium scholarship funds, in-
creased money towards grants, the
Canadian [oundation for innovation
program and now the 21st century

chairs, which will be hundreds of

endowed chairs for research.
Conlon, however. was unim-

pressed with Simpson’s argument.
“It sound’s like he’s audition-

ing for a job in the fututre Prime

Minister’s Office.” he said. “I don’t |

know which Liberal government
he’s talking about. The Liberal gov-
ernment of [Finance Minsiter| Paul
Martin and tax cuts, or the Liberal
government of [Intergovernmental
Affairs Minister| Stephane Dion
who said our universities are in
worse shape than our hospitals.”

(With files from CUP National
Bureau Chief)
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Summer Camp Jobs in the U.S.A.

Lakeside Residential Girls Camp in Maine—Visas Arranged
Counselors: Combined childcare/teaching. Must be able to teach or lead one or more
of the following activities: gymnastics, tennis, swim, sail, canoe, water ski, arts (including
stained glass, sewing, jewelry, wood, photo), dance, music, theatre, archery, wilderness
trips, field sports, equestrian. Non-smokers. June 18 to August 24. Attractive salary (US)
plus travel allowance.
Visit our camp on our photo website: http://homepage.mac.com/kippewaforgirls/

To Apply: Applications are available on our website: www.kippewa.com or contact us
at the numbers listed below for a staff brochure and application.

Kippewa, Box 340, Westwood, Massachusetts, 02090-0340, U.S.A.
e-mail: kippewa@tiac.net | tel: 781-762-8291 | fax: 781-255-7167
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Need a personal line of credit!
Acadia’s Spring and Summer on-campus and distance
courses provide the best credit anywhere.

With courses ranging from Anatomy !(:
Tales of Terror, we've got you covered!

Register by May 8 for Spring and by June 19 for Summer

For more information or a calendar:
902/ 585-1434 or |-B00-565-6568

Fax: 902/ 585-1068

continuing education@acadiau.ca
httpiticonted.acadiau ca

Acadia University
Contnuing and

Distance Educaton

Willett House, 38 Crowell Or
Wolfville, Nova Scoua BOP 1 X0

“THANKS!”

STEPHEN SHEPPARD H/

Uebele LAN instructor! | was able to talk knowledgeably about the topic Result? | was

TAKE CHARGE OF YOUR FUTURE!

Hooray! Full-time job! I'm learning a lot and gaining valuable experience as'! go! Who knows where this could lead?

“And. | couldn’t have done it without the knowledge | gained from the INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS PROGRAM."

SEATS AVAILABLE FOR FULL-TIME, MAY 2000. (PART-TIME OPTION, SEPTEMBER 2000)
Recent graduates with a ‘B’ average may qualify for a partial scholarship

Visit the Saint Mary's University Continuing Education website at http //iwww stmarys ca/academic/conted/its/ or call 420-5492 for more information on
upcoming information sessions on March 16 and April 11
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TEPHEN SHEPPARD
BA 88, CERTIFICATE IN INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS 98

dan of the Information
Techr imparting the knowiedge
required to i important FULL-TIME
JOB!

| graduated in May 1998 with a Bachelor of Commerce
degree and wanted o
knowledge and
applications. My interest in computer technology skyrocketed
once | started the program!

before the interview began
Mpowered was
interview he asked if | knew about DHCP. Thanks to Jeff
hired for a full-time position in Halifax one week later

enhance
my familianty with

my overall computer

upgrade business
After completing the course |
an to lock for jobs in differenl areas of computer
such as database management networking, help
i deskiop publishing st jot

ons was for a part time position with MTT for ¢

One of my fi

> and support in New Glasgow
ing with thewr technical persen about Mpowered
asking what type of connection

{ISDN versus ADSL} etc Juring  the




