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Drawn to Spiegelman’s Wild Party

by M.C. Beaton

Joseph Moncure March's The
Wild Party, we are told, is the book
that made William Burroughs want
to be a writer, so now you know who
to thank, or blame depending on
your perspective. [t is this perspec-
tive that will most likely also detet-
mine your reaction to the rejuvena-
tion of what is being hailed as a “ lost

classic”.

The Wild Party
Joseph Moncure March
Pantheon Books

The Wild Party is the

thyming couplets, of a

story, told in
brutal couple
and their evening of drunken de-
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captures the coy aggression of drink-

bauchery. March’s verse
ing and the social circus from which
it often flows:

The way they drank was unholy
They hovered around the glass-filled
tray

Ravenously,

Like birds of prey

White, intense;

With mask like faces

Frozen in rigid, gay grimaces
They chattered and laughed
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Preoccupred.
However, at 109 pages and con-

sidering the increasingly prurient
drive of the narrative, it does tend to
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read like an over-extended limerick.
This book, that was once banned and
called immoral, isnow being received

as realistic. Realistic, in so far, that it
depicts relationships other than the
heterosexual. The depiction however
is manipulative and callous. This lack
of love for its characters leaves them
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as little than sorted
characatures. It is this cold depiction

that will leave some readers wishing

more

this lost classic had stayed that way.

Ironically, the redemption of

this book is its lurid drawings. Art
Spiegelman, the books illustrator,
is credited on the jacket with twice
the font size of the author. Indicat-
ing, I think, a recognition on the
part of the publisher of where the
virtue of this book lies.
Spieglema, is probably best
known for Maus, a ‘comic art’ por-
trayal of his father’s years during
the holocaust. Here, Spiegleman
turns the same dark knowing eye
on jazz-age society revealing a shad-
and disturbing world.
Spiegleman’s ink on scratch board

oWy, Sexy

drawings go further to disquiet than
the text. Burrs, the dominant male
character is shown about to hit a
woman with a shoe, while in the
lower corner of the page an adver-
“choice
leather

tisement appears for your
of Cuban or Spike Heel”
pumps.

The art work is cynical, stylish
and contributesadepth to The Wild
Party that rescues it from being a
nasty joke and delivers it to the
realm of art with rthythm. If we can
(A;!“ »\.Pll"_i(_‘lnli”] daccompanying art
the chorus to the dogeerel verse,
Moncure March’s words best de-
scribes the books lasting value: “
The verse was nothing—but the
chorus was Art; And its music was

enough to tear you apart:”

C100

ith s: ust BES |S as
THIS MONDAY! METRO (ENTRE

Get your reserved seat tickets at the
Metro Centre box office, or call 451-1221 to charge by phone.

Management: Nigel Best Management Inc. (905) 619-6767
CONTACT BARENAKED LADIES AT barenaked1(@aol.com OR NBXT(@aol.com
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' Class of '95
Official+

' Graduation
Portraits

Portrait orders
| from $32.95!

DSU’s Ofﬁciai Portrait Studlo*

At the SUB

Jan. 25 - 27

Last Chance for Yearbook
~ Your choice of 3 sitting fees!

Book at SUB Enquiry Desk near display

*Choice of DSU based on quality,
service, price, and dependability.

All faculties welcome! All hoods provided.

NEW sales office - Park Lane Mall (4th Foor)
4291344

for more information:

1-800-AND-GRAD




