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X i ' [ recmember a few years ago, at

- - : the. CHSC, watching a band that
{ - confirmed my doubts about the

. . . ' Al - great risks of.making mainstream

.
& music a career choice. This band,
\ e g e L0y A ‘
. 2 2 ’ Flock of Seagulls” ( where did
they get that name) as far as I can
) - remember. were big in about 1982,
é . ¢ =
N 21 Sl s : On the laurels of basically one
- ' < el S ", tune (you remember: "And 1
e e 5 £ : e g
oA vt ‘ . raannn. [ ran sofar away ay ay!")
g & 3 5 ; » = they were rocketed to mega band
L SRRk & SR L y | Ay
g ot N e . . 4 statws, and even plaved the Police
« e ) g e’ ,"1 N D 2 . ; ~
RO el £ SN Picnic in that same year.  They had
L N S erly) 4 cultish sort of following for a
d % ‘ Wik b K v ‘
L GARGE PNy ey te i S cxem o e vedrs and that basically
L N Vi alh oz 5 R e -
: e b + p irnitating melody e hoed at jumor
! o Ve &) ‘,‘ A - high school dances and eventually
i r : - Q& ° ~ ..
- !". o e e el LAy ‘nde up following thal
s ey RS g sotadise s S st
Z . T TR i Ly ton into the college circuit
+ o " - . 2
. vy 3 P sia e the . dust 18 st
Tee e e g RS o : occasionally blown off the old
e 2 -~ v
B L : e TN dise to miate sereams of almost
ey 4 Sl KOs
TR : ¥ . &> ¢ orgdasmic tensity from girls and
SRRCEER v LSO T 1y ' | e
. o i LI ‘s i . & bovs alike who would: rather
» 3 = - L ) 7 1
2 R e s g LT romember @ simpler, ‘tax, food
. bl S *\‘ s 3 :
2 Gate g el e e s R = e Worke and- sexually transmaited
: e s LTI distase - freceexistenice than deal
- % ¢ - {
' ’-," R y with the realiies of getting old
2y e e OB s Ty L% gnd Cresponsible encueh . to

.. . - ¢ Cr ; i e KAk S .
g cantripbute to SoCely (sometning

[ Ike to refer 1o as the "Soft Cell
FCamted Love” syndrome)

[ realized, as the band wound up
into there gernidtric version of
there one and only hit, that-in the
mustic business, sooner or later

you're going to take a fall: Tt's a
lot like relavonships and death
You might get, as did "Flock of
Scagulls,” a hit.  But you will
spend the rest of your slowly
degencerating career trving 1o ¢law
your way ‘back. Some make it
Most don‘t

It was as [ stood and watched
54 40 on Tuesday night that 1
(cared for them the same fate as so
many before them

It was, comparably, a greal
performance by the band
. (comparcd to the Tast few tmes
they were here, when my
predecessor, Steve "Uncle Stevie
Griffiths was forced o write
below 4 !‘hwlx‘ of- the per
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formance: "Come on, sunshine!
Yousean -dott.." 54 40's lead

singer 1 @ futile attempt to crack

a smile).- Energetic, expressive,
and with a kick-butt mix at
omflortably car-splitting
volume, the band played and

interacted with both cach other

and the gudience  with enough
sincerity  that they actually
looked like they were trying, and
might even be having a hule fun
However (this 1s the point at
which I become one man with one
oprmon), there are a few things
that disturbed me. This band has
been touring on the: same album
for what 18 1t now, three years?
I'hey do have a new album coming
ves, but news has it they are going
o put out a kind of "best of”
conglomeration as a stall unul
the recording 1s done. Now, |
must- admit (sorry, that sounds
like 1t bothers me it doesn't)
that T thoroughly enjoyed both of
the Lirst two albums. "Show Me”
in particular was a wonderfully
producced work that 1 think
created muchs of  the dis
tnctvene i S54 40 sound,
iving them that hard edge and
distinctive vocal lines ‘Fight
For Love™ was, for me anyway, a
big disappointment Over
production spoiled the grimine
e carlior - secordings; - and
smoothed - out the coarseness ol
the lead vocals Song  topics
degencrated and 1t felt ke con
TRTGEVRY obligation quahity
stuff. But, again, this may in facl
be viewed by large secuons ol the
population as progressive - hike |
sard: one man. one opinon
Back to the actual show: 'The
system (sound, hights, ¢le.) wa
not as big as the last few tnmes 54
10 has heen here, ‘They dropped
from Lastern Tour Tec to using a
local (Moncton) sound company
Interesting.  The sound, however
was cxceellent ['he new tune:
that dhey played had interesting
moments m them, and, agamn, |
Was tmpr ¢d by their relativ
and
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Major changes, however, must e
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be -made in the whole attitude .
about-opening bands. What is it~ ?
that says and opcning band has to . %
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decide that a
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rs don't

CiNek o 1 ' - TR 2
them do—what - they do; amd™

) AT
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