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INC*y, mayae wmuîa a bit of ar

en~e question that cornes to youi
rnnd rght nows 'Whatis tht
W.... Wel, the Western Inter.
colléglate Football League, createi
in 1959, is made up of tearrs frouT
thse University of Alberta, Britisl
Columia, Culgary, Manitoba, am
Saskatchewan. The Golden Bear
bave enoyed the most success ir
dio.e 27 years, taking the leagut
tWItli timnes.

Here are somne prediction,
based on wbat is known about du~
flvereaimand what kogically sboulk
happen. But, unfortunately for thosE
of us who mnake predictions, a soi
son of the W.I.F.L is flot always di
tated by loglc.
WBC TKIJNDMRDS (6-2) - A

ways tough at home, and now bol
stered by one of their biggest line
ups since their 1982 Vanier Cul
victory, the T-Blrds should batul
thoir way to the top of the W.l.F!
in198&.

Ail of their offensive backfielé
which led tbem te a second plai
de last year with Alberta and Mai
itoba botb UBC and Alberta missE
thse playoffs as a result of Manitol
baving a better points for and t
gainst record), are back as wella
most of th e defense. The only fci
seeable probleni could ha aloi
the offensive line where they ar
rurmored ta bave lost the entir
starting unit froni 1985.

Nevertheless, they have ou
of theeoeiestscbedules in the leagu
(for the first time in a longtimtet
don't have to play their final gam
oitthe f rozen prairie), and with th
added distraction of Expo '86,i
home thse Thunderbrds shout

catch rame teams napping.
ke AMTA GOLDEN BEURS>3) -
t Though this is onie cf the youngest

bBear teams in a long time, the 1986
te edition Nopes to have the same

suwt*c-e as the M~9 teain wbkl*
in won theW.LF,.L despite belng very
e green. What has yet t be seen is

arwhether or not the star-tlng rookies,
ie of wbich there willt be four on
r- defense and five on offense, tain
.d adapt to university bail qulckly
m enough.
S1 The two stn2ngest points should
id be at running back w.here 1984
rs CI.A.U. Rookie-of-the-Year Jeff
n Funtaszwill lead the charge, andin
e the defensive secondary where

mout everybody bas returnedt.
rs If aitlgoes well this could be a
e banner year for the Bears, but if ail
id does not go wel...

se CALGAY DINOSALMR (5-3) -
a- It's hard to pick between the Uof C
c- and the Uof A tis year but thentod

has to ha given to the Bears because
U- of the experience th* tbey bave in
il- the crucial positions. This doesn't
e- mean that the defending National
ap Champions are going ta roll over
le and die, tbough. They may bave

L ksttheïrSchwarzenegger-likedefen-
sive line Io the CFJ. but they can

Id, always cig into their welght room
ce- for a couple more big boys and*
in- insert them as easily as replachg a
éd lightbulb. iheir probleni lies at
ba quarterback, a position which bas
a- beeri fifle with talent along the
as ies of Greg Vavra and Lew Law-
ir- rick for the past five years. The
ig Dino's will have to rely on sorne
ire untestedcomniodlties this year (one
ire being ex-Golden Bear back-up Joel

Brbwn> in that position.
n- So it just might be that second

iîe place in the W. I.F.L will be decided
ey bywbowbtteýNorth'SouthShine

Bowl, the two regular seasn con-
he tests between Calgary and Alberta.
at MANITOBA ISONS "35 - Last
Ad year the Bsons 4-4, record was

LWl...Nfowenbercomm~ildudb.
good enougb for second place.
Tbis year with one less victory they
should finish fourtb. Manitoba is
-flot ail that bad of a team, tbey just
happen to play in a league that has
produced teams that have won
four Of the six Vanier Cups played
in this decade. Sé the task in front
of them is comparable to the pîight
of the other four teams in the
Smytbe Division of.the NHL trying
ta finish first in thse regular season
standings. lt's simply not gaing ta
happen ton often. Until the Bisar9s

the Dean at UsC... Ihnlduly.
can wake up their program and
realize what they are dealing with
they will continue to play sub .500
football. The jury is still out an
whether or not last year's playoff

îappearance was a fluke, but, as
always, the verdict wilI be deter-
mined at the end of the season.

SASKATCHEWAN HUSKIES (1-7) -
Same old song and dance for the
doormat brothers. There must be
something in the water at the U of
S.

years îhougn, tme ueWs have de-
featecithe Dinos ontyonein nine
tries. And l.t!s fot that Alberta has
been such a poor tearffi ether. In
the aforemfentloned lean years for
tbe -U of A, Calgary has collected
tbree WIFL tities andi two Nattônal
crowns. But the tide sflms to be
turnlflg.

Calgary won the Vanier Cup last
season despite the adversity of
some speculation of steroid use
among somre of the Ditus. (It was
rumoured that their own traîner
was at the head of a push for drug
testing because he could see evi-
denice of steroid use but could do
nothing.) This year, Calgary has losg
most of the monsters that helped
them min their winning ways in '85.
Couple that with' the speculation
that Aberta will field one of their
strongest teams in this decade, and
you have the earmarks of a pretty
good two game set-to.

Ticket sales for the gamne have
done surprisingly well thus far, no
doubt aided by the intercity rivalry
being at a fever pitch during the Iast
several months.. (And don't be sur-
prised if the Aberta Athletics
Department have 'sold' a large
number of those tickets to their
many corporate sponsors for their
own distribution.> Ticket sales are
reportedly at the 5000 mark already
for the Edmonton game, which is
already double the number of
patrons that watched the Bears at
Varsity ail of last year. lronically,
when Alberta played in Calgary last
season there were 5000 fans plus in
attendance.

Now 5000 people is still a smail
number for the cavernous Com-
monwealth Stadium, but with two
and a haîf weeks remaining and'
most of the promotions yet to
come, the turnout could yet sur-
pass the highest attendance ever at
a Canadian university football game
(15,000 for the 1984 Vanier Cup in
Toronto).
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