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Wrom t he Frauenkikche, the familRar twin-
domed calhedrat lw. thati dcity's best-
krtntw Iandîmag1, h is but a short walk te
Odeonspatz, the Residence and opera
houu*s to the southern tlp of Engllsh
G~aden, wh bh resembles nothing less than
lis nmie suggests, sirice i t retdies
northward for stxne six or seven miles, a
go:ouswoadland park. Walkang eastward'
one reaches a canai and then a high fenici,
ringed with barberi wire. Guard dogs roam'
freey protecting a long white building with

a re roo. Tis Radio, Fre. EumopeRadi
L.lberty, known for simpllckty's saké as RFE-
R, and kt marks the front line in the .
Unted States pi-opaganda war against the
Soviet Union.

In 190D, when the Reagan administration
came jte office, the two radios were
revitaized. Under CIA corrrol, until 1911,
tbey bav been independent (at least i
theory) since and are now under the
conttol of th. Board for International
Broadcastinwhlch aise administeb

oôie of Antérica and the recendly 1-
-emstab ed Radio Mar,-whichbroadast

o t.cuba. in 1%2, the Reagan
admiisration appointed Jarres Bu:kley,
brother of columnist Wiliam iF. BucLey as
M otsdei f R1FE*, andi well-known anti-
communist Geoige Bailey, an author and,
jourhalist as Director of Radio Liberty.

* Director of the twist station Radio Fee
Etompe wus ad reemain te controversial
rltiitellectural George Urban,
perhaps best known for bis conversations
wth prominent figures in Encouters

The miision of RFE-RL is te, provide a
surrogat. news service for Soviet and East
Eurcpean ciizens. Th. iberty bell that Is
dme stations' crest vwiI, the legend blares,
remnain sulent until the capftals of Europe
are free once agan. Reading the fine print
of the BIB regulations offers a more
subduedgoal: te provide objective
accounts of events in the ceuntries
covered. For this purpose, there are
gathered under the red roof of the former
Germnùm.lary hospitlSeme 1Mo0
eftployees..Amiericanadministrators,
Cerman security and maintenance workers,
résearchers of various nationalities, a

pufes enl.ws desk, and services
represented by native speakers of ail the
majo Soviet nationalities (Radio Liberty)

and i toef mout EMs European countrisi
(Radio Fre Europe). 0f the so-called
communst states, tbere'are na broadcass
to East Gensany (since thk Is Ieft to the

''West Cermar4 ),Yugoslavia or Aibania.
BWereldâlng at the operations in mnore

diejail, a word mlgbt be said of the
significance of RIE-Rt in Soviet eyes.
BIefly, Moscow regards the two statons as
maJor Wanstrents of subversion. Scarcely a
day goes by in which Radio Moscowdoes
not shrlek about the hostile broadcasts of
Radio Lberty, or accuse some desk of
eniptoying war criminals, or remark upon
evenits at the station itself. In 1985 the
Soviet madie a film featurlng Radio Lberty.
AISe in that year appearýed a stateritent over
the airways that ail emptoyees of Radio
Liberty are regarded as "miitary enemies
of the Soviet Union." i other Words, were
an employee so rash as to set foot on
Soviet territouy.while errployed there, he
could be arrested, tried and executéd.

Since this wvriter was employed for some
15 nwt by Radio Liberty, it lis this station
that this artide wilI examiniein <etait.-By
and large, Radio Free Europe lis more
effective. h bas a larger research staffn
ternis-cf the populatiooe of tdm countries
Invlvd, the jammidng Is r.oso successful
(in sorte cases, such as Htùngmry, It is flot
always ernployed), and the.peact ocf'
spokesperors 1k. Pean&t.WerzyUrban
indicate dia the lstening audienc is huge.
But arguably Radio Liberty lis the. vpore
Ùnorant, mnce the raison d'etze of the'

rxiioscmKrnsSoviet hegenmny, over
Eastrn Europe. lhe ISSR is regarded as
0iie oetly culpit for grabbinè territory in,

t dmhoud be stated at the outset that o
ail's weIt St IRadio Liberty. The nature of
the organiztion ensures the employment
of a large segnfent of Russian emnigres, who
domnate the station. In contrast, the
nationalitiés service are compbsed
sometimes of only 8 or 9 employees and
broadcasrfoW anything froni 20 minutes te'
8 hours a day. The best Russian service is
commposed of both native Russians and
Rusian jews. DMirector George- Bailey.
appeared Io alIy hàimseff with the former
and was therefore accused of being
prejudiced agaims the latter. From

aug tj&rty wn« gan Ameufranproogaandwuv on the ULE

washington and within the station kseff,
the cry was that Bailey, afriend of
Solzhenitsyn and Vadimir M4aksmov, liad
done nothing te prevent the "takeover» of
the. Russian servie by the associates of
these two powerful emigre figures, anid
anti-Semitic broadcasts had resulted.

These were serieus accusations and
throughout 1984-M5, various political and
academic leaders could be seen touring
the narrow corridors of the bulilding and
meeting wkth fellow Arnericans employed
there. The cry of anti-Semnitism became
louder when a Russian jewish emPleyee
published an article in an Amenican.
newspaper that criticized bis employers.
The employee was dismissed, but the tough
Ger man! labour laws have ensured that

IF a Radio
Liberty
employee
ever set foot
in Soviet
teritory, he
could be

tried and
executed,,

bis case wiII first be. heard In court. In tact,
he became an instant martyr. The.
American writer Dimitri Simes teck up the
case along with Lars-Erik Nelson. Columnist
Jack Anderson joined in. Ali three writers
had littie fondness for the radio station,
and in most ef the articles, and accusations
were far-fetched. The mout serieus .I
allegation conoemed a broadcast of the
new version of SoIzhenitsyn's 1914, about
the assassination of the Tsarst minister
Stolypin by a Russian Jew- But'President
Buckley neyer rose to the challenge.
Eventually Bailey was obliged te resign,
although as the Soviets were quickio peint
out, he has been-retained'on fulifsalâry as a
d'consultant.",

Aside from internai arguments, the
research capablkies at Radio liberty are
impressive. Soviet television and -radio
broadcasts are monitered> Soviet
newspapers arrive promptly at the station,
te ho scrutlnized by an army of
researchers, who aise have.access to any

-Soviet journal they care te nartie.
Additionally, ail employees are provided
with a daily "budget" of major news items
from the world's press, including the
editorials and feature articles et The New
York Time, the Washington Post, the Los
Angeles Times, the London imes,,
Guardian and Daily Telegra ph, the entire
West German press and journals, and most
Swiss and Austrian newspapers. It's quite
possible but inadvisable te spend an entire
day reàding, through the "budget," but
most researchers are expected te skim

*through and ýselect the. articles they
require. Un additon th 'e Krasnyi Arkhiv (Red
Archive> includes a vast amount of filed
material that is currently being
computerized.

The public outcom-e of the prodigieus
research work is the Radio Liberty
Reserc Bulletin, which appears in ail
Major university libraries of North Amierica
(including the University of Alberta
Library). The Bulletin is a weekly
publication containing seven or eight
articles about'recent events in the. USSR.
The articles are necessarily short and
concise and hardly represent the last word
on a subject since they are usuaîîy written
immedjately after an event. The Bulletin

-and the broadcasts resulting from research
papers represent the West's onîy authentic
response to the Soviets engaging Georgii
Arbatov.

Nevertheless, several factors have
combined to make such research work less
effective than should ho the case. Tirst, the
Bulletin itself has been critîcized heavily by
some researchers, particularly those who
write in Russian and have to, await
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If you need a jacket nows the time,
20% off our already reduced prices.
Few. items Ieft frorh our success fui

sale extravaganza
Topsiders, $63.95

Lee.-Bush & Carpenter jeans $1 9095
Gant Shirts $24.95

Limit0d quantities


