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The Man to Whom a Trip Through Western Canada Must be Most
Intercsting of AIL.OFcourse a trip through Western Canada is of interest to every Can-

adian, but after running into Mr. James Ross, one of the pioneer con-
tractors of the Canadian Pacific Railway in the heart of the Rocky
Mountains, it was not long before I decided, that such a trip nmust bie

most interesting of ail to the man who, back in the early eighties, fought the
way through across the prairies and into the mnounitains in order that littie
lines of steel might run across Canada fromn the Atlantic to the Pacific.

At that time James Ross, the rail-
way contractor, who has since achieved
such great success in so many other in-
dustrial fields, had the contract to build
the entire section from Swift Current
on the prairies to the mountain heights
about Field, B.C., a distance of well
over 5o0 mtiles.

Some contract to tackle, more espe-
cially in a country that had scarcely
been more than explored and înto which
it must have been verv difficult to get
the rail and bridge materials. Think of
the transformation Mr. Ross must have
seen, when he looked back upon the
virgin country and wild mounitains
through which hie fought his way front
1883 to 1885, and compared them to the
prosperous country studded ail the way
wvith fast growing towns that hie found
to-day.

'M. Ross simply seemed to revel in it
ail, evidently just as satisfied as hie was
proud that he had been able to play such
a prominent part in the enterprise that

Mr. James Rose. had so much ta do with the creation of
the vast Empire of Western Canada.

That M.%I, Ross and hîs great armies of men Miust have kept on hustline
aIl the timei( in thecir enideavour to lay that 5oo miles of track May bie gathered
from the fact that the whole 500 miles were completed ini just two years' time.
while even withi the assistance of modern machinery it hias taken over four
years to bifld the 5oo miiles of the Grand Trunk Pacifie fnom Wiînnipeg to
EdmIllontonl.

Talking over the mnany difficuilties that lie hiad had ta overcome 1 vent-
tured a question as to just hiow it had been possible to achieve so much, more
especially' as ail supplies had ta be broughit in fromn one end of tlie fine, anxd
in reply to mny queitstioni hie quietly retortedl that through it aIl hie would flot
admiit there was a difficulty" . Somtie mnotto, sure, "to k(now no such thing as
ilicu-ilty," and( a realisationi of its full mecaning miakes it Possible to sec how
the pione iers of those eanly daYs of C.P.R. were able to accomplish ail that
they didl.

And just as the Rossý, of those days took pleasure in the opening up of an
Emnpire that was to be the Ross of' to-day, apparently talces just as much
pleasure zoing about leisurely visitinig the' various industries, such as pulp,
eloctric power, Ilmber, and miany athens, ail of which are destined to play
their part in the cation of a stili greater country than has been, In those
earlyv days, Mr. Ros% formied a love for the rugged niauintain scentery of the

Rockes tatias ever since been calling him bac to a further enjoyment of
it, and %%,len hie can, hie harkensý to the eall.

Water Power and the Industrial Possibilities of Vancouver.

THIE' location' of giganitic water-powers about the principal commnercial
centres of Caniada go along way towards indicating that they had

beeni so located in order that they miight contribute to the fullest extent
in the indulistriail de(velopmiient of the cities near whlch they miay be
situatedl.

Taking suich a view, a visit to the Stave Lake Falls, situated about thirty-
five iles east of Vancou ver at once forces the opinion on the visiton that
such a mnagnificent power inust indeed meani that Vancouver, in addition to
becomiing a great steamiship and nailway termiinal, is also destinied tu hecomie
one of the great inidustrial centres of Canada.

Eaýstern aada capita-lists whlo for sonie years past have been paying<

particulan attention to thr dlevelopnment of water-powers in diffenent parts of
the worldl, are tioW busy' harnessîng the great power at Stave Falls, situated
up on the Stave River, just about six Miles below Stave Lake. The comnpany
whichi they have fornied to carry out their project will be known as the
WVestern Caniada Powe%,r Comipany. The Fall is a beautiful one, some one
hundred anmi twenty feet ili iheight. and the volume of water which rushes over
it will eniable the colpany to securc at low water well nver .5o,ooo horse-
power.

Aýt the present timie the work in the construction of the develapuient as
well as in the power-houise, is being rushed forward in a way that will result
iii two uinits oyf io,ooo horse-power, cach being in operation early in May
niext. Th'le whole plant, however, is being construeted in a way thiat w1il
permiit of the additionial iinits heing installed juet as rapidly as they mnay bc
nlecded.

After passing oven the Stave Falls the water rushes dlown towards the
Fraser River and about three miles before it reaches it passes through a can-
yon about thirty feet wiîde. ?Rere at -;orne future tume the coinpany wiIl bc
able to erect a damn somne 120 feet in height which will make it Possible to
secuire aniother 50,o0o horse-power.

Think of it, îoo,ooo horse-power, less than thirty-five miles fromi its
mnarket, At first thought, ane wauld bc inclined ta think that such a large
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