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she ceaeed. to ply ber needie, and
etared, like ber husband, Into the
fire. Tbey were both dresseil in deep
rnourning.

"Any news?" she asked, after a
long silence.

"No, Editb," the Colonel repieil,
fiercely. "110w could tbere be any
newis? Haven't we given up hoplng
for news."

"I meant-in the paper, Dlck?"
"News ln the paper? Yes, yes, of

course there le newes-horrble. lu-
credible news. Dldn't I teli you after
breakfast?"

"Perbaps, dear," eighed Mrs. Ender-
mine. "If so, It bas gone out of my
mind."

"Gone out of your mind? Impos-
sible, EdItb. Didn't I tell you tbat the
French fleet bas been broken up in
the Mediterranean, tbat It bas been
smashed by tbe Germans, pulverized,-
hait of It sent to tbe bottom, tbeother
baîf crlppled and belpless; tbat the.
German army la within fifty miles of>
Paris, tbat Austria and Italy have
tbrown ln tbelr lot witb Germany."

"No, dear," e- answered, quietly,
as tbougb aIl thls news were mer-ely
tbe account of a murder or a railway
accident. "But if I remember rlgbtly
I baven't eeen you 6înce breakfast,
and your paper dld not corne tilI ten
o'clock. Wbat wlll ai tbls mean to
us-to Enigland?"

"It wlll mean," saîd, tbe Colonel,
rising, to bis feet, aud knocklng out
the asbes of bis pipe on tbe top bar of
the grate, "'that Engiaud wlll bave to
figbt for ber very existence."

Mrs. Endermine p4cked Up ber work
and contluued, to embroïder a wbite
croes ou the vilet sllk 'of tbe stole.
Her pale, delicate face aud elender,
dark-robed figure was a picture of
great and patient grief. She bad aged
very much d&uring thie paslt few
months, aud tbere was mnore grey now
a mong tbe gold of ber bair. Her bus-
band was outwardly uncbanged, but
b. bad flot been so irritable sluce be
i ad bast bis daugbte-r. In fact, be
was at times straugely quiet aud
gentie for a man of a cbolerlc tem-
lierament.

It -was now tbe middlle of Marcb,
and the New Year bad been usbered
lu by tbe outbreak o! a war wblcb in
a few weeks bad set ail Europe abiaze.
Giermany had attacked France on
sone, trivial pretext, and for 5;ome
reason or other Russia bad, jolned
forces wltb Germany. Engiand bad
corne to tbe astsistance of ber old
enemy aud new friend, and now Aus-
tria and Italy bail joined in tbe fraY.
It was Engiaud and France against
practicaily tbe wbole o! tbe rest of
tihe Continent.

And now France was belng slowly
crusbed ln the iron fist of ber moet
aated foe. England'.s minute army, a
mere bandful of men lu comparleon to
the great forces o! Russia aud Ger-
many, was powerless to give any as-
sistance ou land4. She ha&l fot even
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