
CANADIAN COUIRIER.

other day in the famons rotunda of the
House, Ottawa, 1 met Mr. William

the maxi who bas pinned his faith to Port
the future grain port of Wesiern Can-
a tri p bas Beech made from Winnipeg
urchill and back. Summer or winter
difference to him when hie desires to

wnsite. Nevertbeless, lie prefers thse
). Hie usuali>' leaves Winnipeg about
df june and returns about the middle of
'itb bis tall, erect figure, and his long,
rered beard, bc bas littie of tbe appear-
oyageur or a coureur du bois. Yet bie
riaker of the nineteentb century quite
Lniy respects to tbose romantic figures
uries ago whom Parkman, Ballantyne
ore Cooper bave made fanious. His
es and confident nianuser are wbat one
t from a pioncer trailsman even thougli
ppearance refuses to confirm tbis im-

ientioned to Beecis tbat it looked as if
Bay' Railway, wbicli bas been built and
aper by several governments, woulId
the moutb of thse Nelson insteadoft
iil, lie did not seem a bit dismayed.
litted the possibility; and the admission
1 a quiet, off-band, careless manner
.ted that it made no difference to bis
ans. The explanation came wben be
Lt Western Canada would need not one,
rts on Hudson's Bay'. It was then tbat
Lt I was talking with a sublime optimist.

wards shortening the sessions and increasîng effi-
ciency. There is some talk of baving a committee
deal wîth non-contentions items in ýtbe estimates
with a view of still fnrtber lessening the amount
of time necessar>' for tbe despatch of parliamentar>'
business. Anotber ancient, but ever new, sugges-
tion, is the abolition o)f Hlansard. This would de-crease the temiptation to mnake long speeches and
have a decided effect upon thse length of the sessions.

There is another suggestion which looks toward a
fuller House and fewer members in the smokingrooms. It is difficult to see how compulsory attend-
ance could be worked ont, but possibly it miglit.
The average member spends less tban haîf his time
lin the House, The proceedings drag so hiorrib>'
that hie cannot endure continnous sittings.

Wbatever the remedy or remedies, a six-months
session, sncb as we have had in several recent years,
is not a necessit>', and issubversive of parlianien-
tary discipline and efficiency. Long sessions mean
inattentive members, and iniefficient administration
on the part of cabinet ministers.

Influencing the Press.

IVTHEN a large corporation or business gets in
Strouble witb the public, it is usually axixionsto placate the press. If it basn't been ad-

vertising in the papers, it proceeds to spend a"buncb" of mone>' in that way, boping that this willtemper the attitude of these guardians of the public
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end. Is it flot reasonable to suppose tbx
dian magazine and the daily papers w
much good money to advertise this comil
because an investigation is now being h(~
real to find out whether or flot this cc
combine or somnething of that sort?
reasonable to assume that there is a fi
the minds of some persons connecte
UJnited Shoe Machînery Company that t]
expenditure of money will make the 1
sympathetitc in its reports of the investi

Of course, it is reasonable to assume 1
paper is as friendly towards its adverti
other business man~ is towards bis
Nevertheless it is foolish for an>' mani
ber of men to think that tbe press of.be xnuzzled by an unusual. or excepti
tising appropriation. Perbaps the Ut
Machiner>' Company' had nocthing of the
mmid; if it had not, then it is merely a
incidence.

The Duke Goes A-r>isiting.

A NUMBER of journalists of the
semni-socialistic type are wonderini
Duke and his receptions at Ottam

Hamilton and Kingston. When they firs
His Royal Highness was likel>' to corne
they tore their hair and declared-that thi
was not a fit place for royalty or that
flot fit for the continent. Yet the deý
guides our supply of executive heads b
flot and the Duke camne. And, Io the
,of Canadian life is undisturbed.

Even his visit to Toronto, that most
of cities, was apparent>' pleasing to t
Ever>' function in bis honour was most
Fvery person who met him and his Royo
was pleased and satisfied. He was eve,
by tbe Toronto Press Club where he see
miade an excellent impression. And just
in the iron>' of it-he undertook to read
tu -rc to, the press on behaif of pure an
English. Hie doesn't seem to be a bit
these semi-socialistic editors-probably
bas met the type in other places.

Tbe truith is tbe Duike and Duche
tensely human, uinderstand fuilly t
tion to government and people, and kn(
be social leaders without a show of
Since arriving in Canada the>' bave b>
varying politeness and sympathy sbown
to be people of sense and breeding. No-
is required.

Manitoba's Great Harveat.MANITOBA mnay bc the postage-s
vince but it certainly grows grai
mmnd it is wonderful to think t]

small province shoulid in one year pro(
one million busbels of wheat and sevent>'
lion busbels of oats, and twenty-thr
buishels of barle>'. Yet such is the
government's estimate of the yield in


