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care of Yeu. But," he leaned down
juis face distorted by sudéen anger,
"'But-yo nlot sen bu' away,-By the
priestin' God! . .. Me! .. . Francois!
I shall tak your money, an tlue silver-
fox peit bld in dis cabin, an your
grl, an tak them Where you wihl noL
fin thora, thougli you sen that man
fron' Lone Lac to seek! I flot wait
for you to die!" With a quick swing
of hie body and left arn' he unwound
the littie coil of rope, a looped lengtlb
flew out lightly, and settled over the
giri's elenuer body.

I N a flash Francois bad tighitened
flue noose and her arma were pin-

ioned to bier body. Sie, gave a cry
and struggled like a bird cauglit in
a net. Suddenly ebe was stili and
emiied reaesuringiy into, the oid
trapper's face that was convulsed
witb Impotent rage. The Eskimo dog
sprang fron' beneath the couei,- bis
bair railslng aiong his back.

"I'm reaiiy nlot frightened, Grýand-
dad," she eaid. "I suppose this is a
trick of Francois'. He ie only fool-
ing, of course. It la absurd to think
Francois wouid harm me; and be-
aides," ehe glanced over at the squaw,
"there je Wanota-Wanota who bas
aiways been kind."

The haif-breed atepped, a littie clos,-
er to berand coiied the rope about
ber again, tbree times, four times.

"My gun, Nance! my gun," McCul-
Iougb cried boarseiy, bie eyes blood-
ebot and wîld. "By Heaven! he -s
flot fooling!"

"No," eald the balf-breed wltb a
sbrug. "Francoýs no fool-thie tamn.
He otan. do weli wlth one arm, as mos
with two. But I not burt your girl,
old man. That nlot my game-No!
MeF-Il wîll marry ber.- Wbere I tak
ber, by and by, sbe wl say she w1l
marry Francola. Then It shall be by
priest an rlng-yeur way, oie, man!
Wrap ber Up warm," he turned and
tbrew tbe iaet woards sbarply at
Wanota.

The squaw took from. ber arn' the
beaver coat abe bad long been rnak-
lng, and fastened lt around Nance,
the arma banglng emrty.

The oid trapper babbled tbreats of
violence that broke and ended In In-
articuitate sounds.

"Grand-dadl," Nance sald gently, ais
Wanota pulied a ecarlet toque over
ber yeilow haïr. "Grand-dad-Dick
Wynn wli bo back In a Iîttie wblle,
and he will make everytblng rigbt
F'ranco's couid net take me wbero
lue wouid not flnd me. There la no
danger In this at all-except,"--Oe
toszed an Indifférent omlie over at
the èalf-breed-.."0'xcept for F'ran-
Cole."

He beckoned to Wanota. "Brlng
the fox-ekini," he saIdý brlefly, "an tbe
bag of money bld In fixe fir bed.»
The sequaw obeyed qu'ckly. The
haif-bre-ed sllpped the tlny bag in bts
boit, then lifted Nance witb bis left,
arnm ae tbongb he felt no weigbt.
Tbey fled ont ae tbey bail corne ln,
and lie placeil tbe girl on the t(ybog-
gan. Wanota bound over ber the
buick-iskin aide atraps, thon gatbored
up the habiche. draw'ng strings, and
tbey started acrose the snow. Fran.
ccis leading. The girl clncbed ber
bcound bande and iset ber wbite
teeth together lest shbe give soins
sharp cry that wouid stili further
hurt the old man wltbln the bouse

McCullougb rose Inch by Incb titi
ho resteil on h's riglit eihow. Se
muob he had not done Esince he wafi
stricken. Ho stratned forward, lis-
tening, 116tenlng, andl bis face wal
se the face of the dead.

Ho beard the trailling away of the
toboggan over the crackling snow-
eust. The sounil of the snow-sboes
When ail was s.tlll ho turned bis
eyes te the smail yeIiow and grey
dog, wbose rougb hair etili brileei
aIong bis bac<, wblo ho wblned
questlonlngly, being uncertain whe-
tter te bol bis post, or teave lt.

"Foliow bar, lad!" the otd man saui
8harply - conimandingly. "Follow
ber! Follow her!'" Jeris sprang
forward and out through the bai!.
open deor.

The o11 man's voce tralled Iuto
silence; ho feti back heavily, and l ay
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