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CI01IAPTER XX.
SIITITING back in the railway car-S nage as the express rattled up

f ront Dover, Giles Trednîan looked
out at the blossoming oreliards, and let
his thoughts wander back- over the six
years that lied passed since lie lied lest
seen the green fields and flowering love-
liness of an Engliali spririg. Four 3vears
of rnilitary duty in India lied beeti fol-
lowed by another two of waiîderiîig oiver
the globe, hie wanderings pronpted by
a shrinking dislike to coîng back to
England, and taking up life as a eountry
squire, now thet his dreain of sharing
that life with (irace was for ever eliat-
tered. And now, at lest, after six years
of absence, conscience had epurred him
on to return Vo Birdbrook and settle
down to the duties entailed by the big
property lie lied inlierited.

"Sylvia and Miss Stansdale must keep,
home for mue," lie reflected, as his eyes
reeted, gratefully on the vivid green cd
wood and liedgeroiv, and the white glory
of fruit bloseom against the Ma>' sky,.1end althougli I have no intention of
ever putting ni> heart into awo n'
bands egain, one ean contrive to get a
good deal of conteîitmenit out of hife
without a wonîan's belp." Nie %vas ahane
in the carniage, and lie lauighedl a low
laugli, that hlld in it a ring of bitter-
nesa. "Gracie kihled my faitli in wonian-
kind," bis thouglits ran on, '*Iefore it
was dead, I believed in a good vornîani
as 1 bel ieved in God! Now-" hi
elirugged! hi@ alhotlders signilicanti.v, and
the sumile on his fae waIs very unilike
the oid, frank simile that limd formni 'l
lent him sucli cbarmn. "An(d Grave went
into a convent after lier litiehand('s
death. Grace-and a coiivent-thVley
seem as incongruonus as tvo things vani
well lie, and ye-wat rigbt bave 1 te
judge lier? Pelaeteother mani
awakened her heant. God forgiv mne for
being liard eithier upon lier or Iiim.»1
The softenied thouiglit borouglit a softer
look inito bis e.yee, and froni these- tragic
memoeries of tle past, hie turnied Vo more
happy remnemrbrances.

'Little Syl vvia," so blis thliuglite ranl
next, "wvill slue lie at thle station ta mneet
me? Aýnd will shie flirig be(r armes round
my neek as she didl wli 1 camle away?
le sihe aVili the saine impulsive lo 'i ing
child? Or lias slie reecvliedl a gýawkyv
sebool girl age, when she %vil] Ileef
vonectous and uinitereatinig." anI aînusied
mmille bovered over lois lips," elie ie von-
foiindedlly nicli, and l' and b>' whwrn shle
is grown uip, I slbaîl have to ward off
fortune hunters-pl> Vern father."

The picture of yv-i littIe girl,
Sylvia, eurrounded b>' fortune hiuters,
with himself in te role of defender and
protector, drew front hum a ciuvkle of
amusement But lie thought of it aIl as
something quite fin the remnote future;
lie still pictured Sylvia as tite dhild lie
bad left or at any rate very littie
dlianged, and lie conjured up plecasant
visions of taklng hen on bis knee in the
tvwilight, just as lie used to do, and
telling lier stories of fairy legends lie
lied diligently vollevted for ber in var-
tous parts of the globe.

"I wisi I lit lept inyseif more in
teucli witli ber during the 1ai tw<>
years," lie muttered, as lie remnembered,
with self-reproacli, liow few and fan l--
tween lied been Ilis leViers te Sylvia,
and liow very long it was since lie lied
received any letter from lier, because in
bis constant travellings lie had neyer
given ber any address to whivl Vo write.
Wliy, when lie came Vo think of iV, it
mueit be nearl,,y iwo years sinve lie liad
sanctioned Mies -Stansdale Vakinig tlie
ehild Vo London regularly, Vo allow of
lier baving masters and attending danc-
ing classes. sSylvia's mioney affaire lie
lied relegated ta hie soliciior, and lie
bad given Miss Stanedele a f ree liand as
to the litile girl's education, but bis
consciencle prieked hlm neverileless,
when lie recollected liow long-iow very
Iong-it was since lie hall taken any per-
sonal part in the direction of hie ward's
affaire.

Titose ratber reproachful thouglits oc-
v'xpied 1him tliroughout the greater part
of bis journey te London, and liaunted

liii et iritervals durting Vlie itiglit lie
spent in towri before proceediîg borne.
And the>' were upperrnoist ini bis nmi
next day, wlîen hie train slowd m
Birdbrook station, anîd lie heut froîn thîe
carnîage wiîîdom, eagerlv slaiinig thie
figures on the platform' ii ,aervli of

*S%1 Iia. But no s igi of the- child wms to
hie seen, and thje footînen wîîo edveiived
to mneet him was a stratiger.

M*ýiss Sylvia lias iot corne Vo thîe sta-
tionV"li aec d Nwitl an odd feeling of
dîsappointmenit, theni, noticing e look of
surprise on the ixnan'e face, lie edded:
"Miesa Stanedelte anid the youxîg lady are
et liome, areni't the>'ý -

"Oh! y es sir, MisDamans 'ky" (Gilesî
started involuntarily), "bas genît tliîe
brouigliani for N'otn. $lme seid slit, t)oug,,lit
yoit mighlit Iid tbe eveuing cliillv eft--r

bcb olonig iii werm parts."
Sylvia givinig orders about tHe car-

nae? Iis littie girl erriiging tbiiigs,
for hiseIcornfo)rtý lhe sntîiled as Ilie -
lied inita the c-arniage,. Vhuîikiig tneî
of t1e liidstiubfuneloii
forwerd tian agrse tetu-
prisi.d imecîsof tel seeilîg lier ial iwvet,
fat-e alid its eloudli of duk hair . '1 lie

dIveVroulgh thle la ,full of tîme proilo-
iseý of ua.ie , e ere Il.t the niemi
coimîilg etraiglit fruîîî blie Emast, anid hlis
,yes feated,, on tie delil-ate greenr of tlie
Ilawtliorn lev, emîd tIle pure. wIIitenessý
of its flwr;f-este-d, too(, onl tlîe tes
of bleb lîs tt muedle a art for tlîe
bezel copeses, anid oit Ille poale îîiilriioses
thlat etarred tlle lîedIgu1rows.

Thi'e air wes, sweet ivitî t1e fragrmîce
(if growinig tng:t1le sýky weî Mine as e
Ma>iy can, le, lerks , iniging on
the uiplands, endmîo tew pear tree b>'
the lodge gate el thrusli set and trillerd
forth hlie sankg of sinier and of joy.
'lis hiquid vibrelting liotes briouglit a
qemile, to (he'face, end' thle oldlog

kpebavinig viurtsied Io liim eid ellnt
the gaie agein, said Vo lier Iriledl((
dlaugier-

-"'wils goodi Vo ce. Ilis enile aitii
Ile looked( so eteri and( aIdi vltin lIie
drove Upl Vo Ie gav, lie eemed like aI
vhaniged manti but whln lie, emliled Ilie
wae iniiselIf againl.-

"Maybev lie les).n't forgottenl thi ldI
wlio pleyed i felsev," lier dauglîter

anwre agel.ysai people nyrfor.
-eV, antI ehte pîayed liii a sbabbtl)ick

vTite' o se>v'1v sNil w-a aidl nt for it."
tlle other wýomenti ensWUreil, soese>'
tlle lady N wee wNild %Nith grief wlien tIe
other gentlman Ilied, t1ie onle aht raul
aweY witli, Soine amy 41lie wouldl geV Sir

(esbalk nwif she oud.

"Wirver did You hieer suvhoees
asq tliet, miothetr?" questionedl lier dauitgli-
Ver denisivel>', and MIrs. Buidd eliokl lier
beadl solemul>'Y, and esee

"Well, in da. Ir 1b]eur.% wliait I hears,
ndIseesý wbat 1 secs, adf Mlissa Neali,
MissSyIia'eu ew aid, sIte Vold mle as

site lid beard fron at friend (of bers
that the lady Sm ir e w"s go o
mlarry, situt lierself iii) for a bit, but slie
dlidn'V gte>' siitut upl for long, noV lie-
ing ihai sort, als Miss Nasli said, ale
havlng known lier once uipon e timie."

MRSR BUDD'S dauglter:riniled at e
knowing tlie wortliy old lady'e mearvoel-
loue facuItv' for piv.kinig up Lev> qtrayv
Crumb of gossip, pout ver' litVlev faitl
in lien etatemtents; oni>' wishing ini lier
kindl>' and romnantie soul that Sir (hiles"
false love miglit alter al, coule bail Vo
hlim, and atone for bier pest ieidoings.
And meanwhile, Sir (iles himeqelf was
lieing dniven swiftly along te drive, hie
glances f elling witi satisfaction on Vhe
emnocil sire tviee of grass and the epreed-
ing trees whicli nake an Englieli park
e0 lovel>v and restfful a place to the e ' es.
The western sky ehione full upon te
front of the oId Elizabeilian bouse as
thie carniage dirove up Vo Vite front door,
and the liglit glowed golden on te dia-
mond panied windows and on te warm
red of lits bricks, and round tlie gables
outlined againsi a deffodil skY, rocks
wlieeled, cawing sofi>, on their Ivay te
titi neets lu the taîl clmn trees across
te meadows. The front door was set

wide open, and on the topmost etep
etood an elderly lady in black 'wbom
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