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A n Unedifying SpectacleD FSPITE alI warnings and pleadings, the two
political parties bave corne to a deadlock on
the navy question. The leaders on botb sides

bave been urged to settie the miatter on a non-
partisan basis, but they have'refused. There is no
need of saying which side is most to blame; it
would not help the situation. The leaders of both
have sbown disrespect for each other and for the
country's good name which is not calculated to,
heigliten their reputations as statesmen. They may
all regret it, but the result is there.

Last week the House did, what it lias not done
since 1895, wlieu it remained in session continuously
for five days. The Liberals talked incessantly, day
and nigit, and the Conservatives listened witb as
muci patience as they could muster. In the mean-
time, the business of tbe country is delayed and
no good purpose is served.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier says it is not bis fault, as
there is an important principle involved. He aud
bis followers believe that tbey are fighting in a
just cause. On the other baud, Premier Borden
maintains that the party wbicb lie leads is entitled,
after a fair amount of discussion, to have its
proposed legislation passed on division. Eacli side
thinks it is riglit and refuses to yield.

Olstinacy in a man is a vice or a virtue. Lt is
a vice, wlien there is no superlative reason wby it
should be exhibited. This 15 an occasion wlien it
is difficult to sec tlie superlative reason for the
obstinacy of botli parties.

The Public UnconvincedCURIOUS how the public
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contentious politics suci as we iad last week.
Hence, wien lie once puts a goverunent in power
lie is inclined to keep it tiere. The Borden adminis-
tration was elected in September, 1911, for a term
of five years, and the average citizen is willing to,
give it a fair chance to serve out that terni.

The Real IssueLE]ST there may be somne of our readers who
may be somewhat doubtful of the real issue,
let the Couiu£iR state it as we see it. The

Conservatives propose to give thirty-five million
dollars to Great Brîtain in tbe f orm of three
slips, but refuse to state whetber or flot they intend
to follow up witi more contributions. Tie Liberals
are willing to vote tbe thirty-five millions, but ouly
with a declaration of a general poIicy in favour of
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to'modify it. If Sir Charles Tupper had adopted it in
1896, he might have succeeded in carrying his Mani-
toba School Act and thus avoided a general election.
If Sir Wilfrid Laurier had adopted it in 1911, he
might have saved himself f rom the saine fate as
Sir Charles Tupper. Ail these three prime minis-
ters were opposed to limiting the freedom of par-
liamentary debate. If, therefore, Mr. Borden fol-
lows the precedents of this country, he will flot
adopt the closure.

If he desires to introduce it, lie can appeal to the
British precedent, where a closure exists. Lt was
adopted at a special session of the British Parlia-
ment called for that purpose lu 1887. Under this
rule of the House, a member may arise in bis place
at any time during a debate and move "that the
question bie now put." This motion is at once voted
upon, unless the Chair decides that it would be
unfair to do so. This gives the Chair an arbitrary
and important power, and the Chair usually f ollows
the wishes of the Premier in exercising that power.
Premier Asquith used this rule quite often during
the Home Rule debate and was always able to, carry
the Speaker's judgment, although, the Speaker is
niot one of his appointees.

There lias always existed a strong Canadian
prejudice against 'adopting the closure. If it had
existed in 191 1, reciprocity would have become lawý
and there would have been no election in September,
1911. Mr. Borden might still be leader of the Op-
position if lie had not been able to prolong the reci-
procity discussion for four months of actual debate.

Sir Richard'# Next Moue

C ONSIDERABL]n speculaton exsts as to Sir
Richard McBride's next move. Ln the last
general election, he swept the boards; not a

single Liberal was elected. Hlence lie achieved
a victory which lie can neyer hope to duplicate. If
he is to do anything bigger in bis life-time, he must
go to Parliament Hill or Westminster. There have
been rumours of both moves. His f riends say lie
would prefer London to Ottawa, and the British
House of Commons to the Canadian.

The B. C. Legyisiature closed its annual session
on Mardi lst, wýith businesslike despatcli and re-
sults. One bundred bills were passed, thougli none
is startling. The finances are in sucli excellent con-
dition that the provincial poîl-tax bas been abolished,
and the personal property-tax will follow soon.
British Columbia is the only province which lias
had direct taxation for provincial purposes. The
excellent state of the treasury lias also led to the
adoption of a policy of free landls for settlers. This
w111 belp tie agricultural development.

Will this be Sir Ricliard's Iast session? Will lie
go to England and take a constituency as other
amnbitious Canadians have doue? And will Hon.
W. J. Bowser be the next premier of Britishi Col-
uimbia? These are questions which are in the minds
of the politicians of the sunset province.

Life Insurance Aga

A BILL as beenî introduced into the Ontario
Legislature whlch proposes to do away with
the necessity of provinig age in lhf e insurance

cases. If a company accepts a man's declaration of
age at the time of insurance, the blill proposes that
no furtlier certificate shall be requîred from the
assured or bis beneficlaries, This seems to be
reasonable. After thirty, forty or fifty years have
elapsed, under the present system, a man's bieue-
ficiaries may be called upon to prove that lie gave
bis correct age at the time lie was insured. This
is often difficult. Lndeed the mnan may have honestly
made a mistake of a year or two. This la unfair to
bis heirs.


