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CHAPTER XXXVII.

Everything moves in a circle and
te, get te the end, you mnust often go
back te the 'beginning.

AMONGST~ the fietsarn and Jetsam
on a Cornisb beach, a bettie,

square of shape and solid of
býok, owing te its dar< contents, lay
at its journey's end.

Tigbtly cerkod, with somte black
substance sealing the top, It appeared
te be filled witb a roll of thin
tarpaulin, and the man wbo found it,
carelessly swung it round, by the
nock, against a rock, and splintored
It 'The tarpaiilii f eh, unwrapped,
on the sand, and disclesed a shoot of
paper covered witb writing In a
laberlous hand, and a dagger, short,
sharp, witb a haft e! dark metal In-
laid with silver, in the centre of
whicb was a fiat knob.

The man's interest was aroused.
This was an unusual species of dead
sea, fruit. He sat ýdown and read the
letter, pondering it well in bis mind,
looked at the weapon with its dirn,
dark staîns, and, flnally putting botb
In bis pocket, strode up te, the
Rectory wIth thern.

Two days later, an acceunt ef the
finding of the bottle, together witb
the epistle contained In it and a
phetograpb of the dagger, were pub-
lished in all the London papers. !Tboy
selved the riddlo whicb bad per-
piexed se rnany peeple-of the Canai
Tragedy, as it had corne te, bo called;
and freed more than ene narne frem
the tarnisb of a lingerlng suspicion.

CONTENTS 0F THE OPEN IJETTER
'POUND IN THE BOTTLE.

"I arn a seaman in the merchant
service and I arn on My last voyage
eut front England, fer I nover Mean
to touch the shores again. The other
side of the world la the oe for me,
now and ever shahl be. Amen.

"But thero are tbings I know wbichi
may be best rnade known te, people
cuncerned in thern, il se be as trouble
bas fellowed.

"I was trarnping tbrough Hamnp-
shire, on rny Way front Southampton
tei Bristol, where I boped te, find the
girl 1 had left behind two years be-
fore. She and I bad nover walked
out together, but sho know I ll-ked ber
and she was kindly te, me. I made up
mny mmnd on the voyage, I weuld ga
and ask ber le site would bave mie.
I bad soute rnoney put by and a lot
of thinga te ol, picked up lu forelgn
parts.

"I called at a place called Spinney
Chase and zold a kuife-ono of a
couple I bad wltb mo-for two-pound-
ton, te the boss. -Prldbam bis naome
was, and ho bail a son, a young
soldier, wbeý beat me down frern the
pries I asked. 1 told hlm thero waa
net another knifo 11ke the one ho
beuglit off me, in the world, but thero
vas, and I bad it in my bundle.

"I started te go on My road wbon
I spied the girl I bad corne homoe te
find-Liz Bainton. She did net se
me, but 1 knew aho was waiting for
sorne other cbap, and I watched.

"First 1 tbougbt it was the young
master at Spinney Cbase, but ¶l found
eut my mistake. JIt iras bis frlend-
t'he son of a lord-wbe usod to play
tennis at the Chase and wbon the
game was oi'or go borne by the canal
bank. ýLiz irsed te bo there two or
three tirnea a week, and they sat an
talked together, or strolled along tbr
patb towards hi. home.

"I watcbed tborn often, but 1 tooli
good care ne one sbould ace me. '
used te sleep iu the piuowooda ani
tramnp away miles beforo 1 abowod my
self in any village, because 1 wante(
to ho free te dlo what 1 likod whei
the Urne camne.

'I could see sbo Iovod hlm, and tha

there was no chance for me. But I
grew to thinýk he did flot love her;
only liked te talk to her because she
was bandsome and different to other
girls of her station.

"After a bit hbe teok to, coming less
often, and Liz weuld wait and watch
and go home without seeing hirn. I
got near enough once to listen to,
tbem talking, and I heard hlmt say ho
had ne meoney, and that bis fatlier
wanted hlm. to, marry some girl who
could make hlm. ricb.

"lLiz said rnoney was nought wltb-
out love, but he said paupers like hlm-
self could flot aff ord sucb a luxury as
love.

"ýHe used to talk like that te, ber-
mock serious, for bie was one of those
easy-going gentlemen who take life as
if it Is a bore or a joke.

"~But the look on Liz's face told 111
often what It all was to hier, and
made up my mind that if she wanteu.
hlmt and could net have hlm, he sbould
pay for baving made ber care.

"The last time I saw tbern together,
it was late at night on the seventb of
July. She came along the canal patbt
about ten o'clock and I was In two
minds If I weuld not speak te ber and
tell ber wbat I had corne home for and
give ber ber cbance.

'1Sbe looked wonderful pretty in the
moonligbt and sbe walked te, and fr0,
between the bridge and a sloping
patb that led up towards tbe bouse
wbere lie lived witb bis father and
sister. At last-it must bave been
golng on for eleven-he came down
the zig-zag, and he was in evening
dress, and a fine, well-set-up yeung
fellow he looked-every Inch a lord.
She gave a little.cry of joy and walk-
ed quickly to meet hlm, but wben he
saw ber, be stopped and made as If
te turn back.

C&W HYLiz,"' be said, '"you
shYin' bohre as late as

this. Let me se you a bit of
the way borne, over the bridge."

'iShe sald ne; she must speak to,
i m.

"I was Just under the bridge,
wbere it spanned tbe patb, and tbey
couldn't see me unless tbey bad corne
rigbt past, and thon tbey would only
have 'found a saler asleep, with bis
bundie fer a pillow, and is face bld-
don In It. 'But I ceuld hear most of
wbat tbey said.

,,He told ber tbat ho would always
be ber frIend, but tbey.muat net meet
and talk any more, for tbougb there
was ne barm In lt, It mlgbt get
knewn. She said she dld not mind;
ail the world mlgbt know, but she
could net ferget hlm. He told, ber
that bis father was urging hlm te
rnarry someone, and be bad as goodl as
consented, and it rnigbt seern as If he
was playing a double gante, If people
talked about hlm and Liz.

"I1 could net bear everytblng be-
cause tbey speke very low, but I
knew that ho was trylng te say
good-bye te ber and tbat she was
pleadIng wltb hlm, net te, and wben
hce wanted te persuade ber te go up
the patb te tbe bridge and borne,_ she
iefused. She was chaitged front what
sb0 used te be, fer 1 rernembered ber
very gentie and ylelding, but site
seemed sa set on ber own way that
lie could de notblng wlth ber. 1
bated hlmn for bavlng corne Inte, ber
111e at aIl, ln bis careleus way. What
did Liz want wlth a gentleman, lot
alone a yeuing fellow like hlm, wlth
ne purpose lu 1fe?

"At last hoe said If sbe weuld net
1cerne, hoe must leave ber and ho fbeg
1ged ber to go home qulckly and try
.te forgot hlm. He sad be was nol
1wortb ber troubling ovor, and thal
1was tru~e enough, only abo would nel

se, It.
t "He teok bier two banda t Illbi aný
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