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THEY recognized the priest bY
his dress and came toward
hlm at once.

"Mr. Sherrill?" Father Per-
ron Inclulred.

Sherrili assented, taklng the pniest's_
hand and introdueing bis daughter.

"I arn glad to see you safe, Mr~.
Staff ord." The priest had turned to
Alan. "We have thanke te ofer nI>
for that, you and Il"

"I amn bis sou, then! 1 thought
that must be so."

Alan trembled at the pInest's sIgn
o! confirmation. Therewas no shoek
of surprise ln this; he had suspected
ever since August, wheni Captain Staf-
ford's watch snd the. wedding ring
hsd s0 strangely n~ome to Constance,
that he might ha Stafford's son. Hie
inquiriés had brought h'lm, at that
time, to St. Ignace, as Father Pennon'e
had brought hlm now; but he had not
beeu able to estsblsh proof of any
conuectton between Ihimself and the
baby son of Captain Stafford who had
beau bon ln that town.

Hea looked at Constance, as they
followed the priest ta the motor
whIch was waitlng to take thani 'to
the house of old Father 'Benitot,
whose guest Father Perron was; she
was very quiet. What would that
grave statement whieh Father Per
ron wae te make te theni nisu ta
hint-to Alan? -Would 4urthe'r knowI-
edge aboute 4hat father whom he had
not known, but whoseblood-wahis
snd wheee name ha now muet bear,
bring pride or shame ta hlm?

have flot the world to trade In, Father
Perron, as they have upou the sea; !f
~You ôberVe our great shipping, Unes
you will find that they have, itwould
seem, apportioned among thernselves
the traffiè of the. la'kes, each Une has
its àn conecton~s and It own ports.
But this did flot corne through agree-
ment, bu1t througli confluict; the strongý
have eurvived ind aý« division of
the trafi l; the wealk have dIeçi.
Twenty years ago, when this confliet
o! cornpeting interests was at its
height, Corvet was the head of oneý
line, Stafford was head of another,
and the two lunes ha4 very much the
same connections. and 'competed for«
the same cargoes."

11 begin ta see T" Father rqrron
exclaimed. "Please go on."

."lu' the early nineties both Unes
stili were Young; Stafford iiad, I be-
lieve, two shipe; Corvet had three."

"So few? Yes; it grows plainer!"
,lin 1894, Stafford rnanaged. a stroke

whieh, If fate had flot Intervened,
nust have assured the uitimate ex-
tinction of Corvet's lhue or its ab-
sorption Into Staff ord.'s. Staff ord
gaineZ as his partner Franklin Rame-
deli, a wealtby man whom he had
convincÇd that the lake traffic offer-
ed chances of great 'profit; and thig
connection supplied hlm with the cap-
ital whose laok had been hampering
hm, as it was tIli bampering Corvet.»
The new firma-Stafford and Ramsdeil
-projected the construction, with
RamsdeUl's money, of a number of
great steel freighters. The first of
these-the Miwaka, a test ship whos2
~experience was te guide themi ln the
ccnstrnetion of the rest-was iaunch-
eà ln, the fall of 1895, and was lost on
its maiden trip.,with both Stafford aud
Ramisdell aboard. 'The Stafford and
Raniadeil interests could -not survive
the death of bo th owners and disap-
peared from the lakes. le this what

early.that year and was ah'rea.d,
there. was cold and a high gý
liadt laid up one of my ships al1
Iste'e, aud-I was crossing thlat
upon a tug toManitowoc, whe
other was to, be laid up. 1 ha
a third one ladlng upon the no
peninsula at Manistique for.
'tnp which, if it could be made,
mean a good profit froni a
which so far, because o! Sts
competition. had been oulY fa.ir.
lea'ving Manistee, it grew stilI
eold, and I was afraid the lce
close lu on her and keep ber
she was, so I determined ta 90
that night and see that she 91
Noue knew. Father, excePt
aboard the tug,. that 1 had nad
change.

"'A t mldnight, Father, ta we
of the Foxes, we heard the four
o! a steamer in dlstressi-th6
long -basets -which. have sounded
soi ever since! We turned
where we saw the steamer'B
we went nearer aud, Father,
bis great, new ship-the~ MiwSII
had heard two days befdre th~
'had passed the Soo; de I
known 'more than that o! whe
w as. She had broken han new
Father, and was Intact eici
that, buit heipless lu the risiig e

THE prest broke off. '
Twaka! I did not unden$i'

that that had nisant to hlmn Un
Dow, the new ship o! the riYl
whose building meaut for hiri'
and defeat!

"Theço e nro higher dutY tl
rescue 'o! thosé lni PerIl at sea-
Benjamin Corvet; who toid Me
swone to me that, at the be.
none upon the tug bsd anY 1

weIlIc
hunt-
ig are
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