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In due tinte tue orop wua cut, and
etacked, threshed snd hauled to the eie-
vatot and at the advanced priee of whe.at
reculting from the war, May wus sur-
Prepad to find that one'crop alon< hIid
moitan repaid thern for ai tieir lesses.
Ibis year their crop of steers was largtér
and aold at a better price, and, wonder of
wonderu Kate had made thc pen of "bool
p"Pypsy. Frnt a field of roots sowod
aleaisidethe posture fonce she had kept
tut supplied with food aftor their grain
begmto toughen, and when it came to
fàmbe, tints, a cul of woeks at the

»V fd«mfiBe wih baleyturned'ont
lispigu in condition that caused the early

bu" to py even beyond the fancy price
tàitwu bingpaid for finished pork and

thé amount of the check she received
when the lot haiI been delivercd almost
took May's breath away.

Now after the girls had finished thoir
fWi work and were taking their vacation,
ahooting sund finhing as they had donc the
fall before they made a practice of iookirg
up the hormes and cattle and drifting t.lîor
toward the home ranch, and on one of
thms trips, after a etiroful scrrutiny of the

cuve piaing round their mothers,
Kate suayi oay, ttotghtfiily:

"You htaveofoten heard of a i>aek hon

Some of thie Hi ppodrome cats who camne to theoparty in theïr «"niake uPi" andtihelîtedto en-

teriainth te 2.000 kiiidic.s mlo. as iîîvited guesis of the Eiks ini their elui)-u-IOse oit West 43rd

Street, New York, reveiveti generous portions of candîy and play' toy S, December 27.
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Isying a white egg, but did you ever hiear
of a white lhon laymng a black one?"

"No. Did youf?" May .askedl in-
nocently.

"No, nor I neyer heard of a Shorthorncow dropping a Hlolstein calf cither.
Iook" and she pointcd to wherc a black,
and white caif was sucking a big red
mother.

Welel, that is quer," May exclained,
and ivas further nîystified when a little
furtlier search located two other duIiîîligq
among their exclusive brood of cbickis.
Kate was noncommi Ital, b)ut the next
morning, withogt ever hiesitating, shie led
the way to a bunch of catle that was
feeding ten or twelve miles away where
they discovered the same irregularity in
the bord that had occurred in tîteir own
bunchi, only in this case three big Short-
horn calves, beauties, werc mothered iy
low-bred, knot hcead cows. its soon as

they were certain of their facts 1Rate said:
"Now we'll ridle ovcr and lave a tailk

with 'Dca-I Bye, and yoti jttst leave Ille
talkir.g ail, Iot me."

"But Raute,'' Mlay protesfed, "Il. isli't
safe. If hie stole cour calves hie's lîad
enoughi to do anyýthiing."

"Sure hie's lia(I nough, but lie hasn't
got thte nerve. Nobody but a coward
wou1(i steal a sucking caif. You just take
it froin me. I've heen on te range sine
1 was so sinall that 1I had to jurnp to pick
a rosebud cnd I've iever seen a rustier
who hiad haîf the sand <f a coyote. Why
a man's jest natchelly got to be a sneak
before hie ean bc a thief. Now you just
leave this bad man to nme. 1 know 1mw
Dad liandies thenu," and grini andtilent
she rode Up to "Dcad Eye's" shack.

Without any prelintnat'ies Rate ivent
straiglit to business as soon a8 the old
thief showed hiniself.

"Say, Dead Bye, we've got tlîrce of
your calves over in our buneh."

"Thet's qucer," Dead Bye answercd,
«'I aim't none short."

"No, you're righit your none
short," shie shiot back at him. "You've
got a thoroughibred Sitorthorn caif inl yotir
buchl for ovcry knot-headed Hlolstein
we've got in ours. Now w'hat have you
got to Say about it?"

"What biey 1 got to say about it? Why
jest titis. Thet if you wvas a mnan I'd drive
thet lie down ycr throat with a bult."

"Yes you m-ould, you poor old one-eyed
chirken thiief,'' sle tatinted with withering
contetimt. Wi you neyer got farthor
titatn to steal a luail bounter in ail your life
and if cver yvînt lv u îake Wild Bill talk
to mue aluotit- vour gunipiay l'Il take you
(bow'n and i st (t yo(ir ueck îvhile 1 pick
the fox lail out, of your whiskers. Say,
V've got, a notion to tromip the liver out
of voit riglit n11w,'' ani, uvlapping thle spurs
into lier lborse shit junîpd hini fair on
top of I le nid sinîter, Sent Ilim spinning,
wiiii'h'd lier brun k aoid ,t< tlt01'ito in<1
foot and St ututi ireir<' t rel)eal. the
performnance if lie offered lI show fight.

"S -,Y, ttt' the mal ter wit.it

yuili, an ' Vw:;t %vu-pîîgu ar niedite

onIlle ilîîîav oli ilnow llintvalves
is lranded'c dd, ut -u'ii' in'own
mittlIers, so wviîat, pilt goiit' 1I o oaboîut

'',I1 know w'e eai't, get Ilite caives'
l)aek, for you've itade a good job of the
5sVop and M-eC ait t pin a single I iiig onto<

yot, Ibut ii" Il pass Ille word aioîig I o
IPaddy, Ille Nituînt y, antd have Iijiiatt
yot onulIhe black list, and i' you eýrer so
inucit as bat an eye again tîter Mounty
boys'il go after you just like lte stag
liotiitds go after a coyote. Antd ini the
tîietitilit- ibang, the sitot- gmtlitaï, sue
iteidlted across lier saddle horu ent
off andt( a luati of dtick sitot tore a bucket
of dirt oit tif lime, old sod sltaek tchind Ilis
lite.id. -Uaîg tat gin, tiiy%%a,,'' Site
exriaiimeti,'1I iever vil1 get umcd to
iîandling .111aîtutilatic. Butt ton t yOtt
Seec lo to irkcly you were IliteI.ou <idî't
gett liittb'1 A side of' yoîtr lead sitot off?
And Noit kniow as wellas 1 I o thalt)ojury
o<i Illte1pra irie wt l ld 'ver vt iiv nt a gI-

for il t tii.i iiila iiisi 'iarge o f li er sîtot
g" unl it es u l w icîtItle a vcie i tie ap -
iteell i lie a iitiss tîtief. Cet 1uic?'' -i#([
tlle girl lotked liîiii stri'agiit. ini te eye,
wvit h'a vîtutîtis gleaiinu lier îtwi.

i>-Dva î-;Ye eeticiîtv gmt lier,'' for lie
i iîeia sivkiyV eliow ait(I afi cmlthe girlS

fiad ritode avv c iuuttcred to liiiiself:
'"' lieliiia ver i ck wutuld liiiflirt a
111.111 in i i lil)i lte aîîd (Ithe girls hiad
no uftrthcer trouble about their cv.ives-

CrIAPTER V

Whlîe nourislîing rainit and soothing
w nuls î-olibljîîî'i vti jttducuutis illanage-
îi en t l igt ie tttîlt i f u Ille p ra irie
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