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tain a special power speeder pal roi
wholly at its own cost, peritingjý
co-operative inspection of lire p)ro-
tection work by the Dominion Fr
estrY Branch. On the Hudson Bav\

Railayon the other hand, the
iiecessar,, special p)atrol is iintainedý(
wholly aIthe expense of the Doiniion
Forestrv Branch. Tfhisaai ex-
emplifies the inconsisteney-, and un-
fairness of the existinig fire protection
situation on the Government R ail-
ways..

This whole miatter, hoeeno\\
bids fair- to be straightened out lin
dute course. At the 1917 session of
Parliamnent, an amendmnent to t he
Govqrnment Railways Act passed the
Ilouse, providing for placing the
Government Flaiways uinder the jur-
isdiction of the REail-way Com~mission
with relation to miatters in general,
including tire protection. -lhits bIII,
howlever, fai led to receive considera-'
tion in the Senate, because it was
contingent upon the eniactuent of the
consolidation and revision of the
Geitieral Railway Act (defining the
j urisdiction of t he flailwvay Commis-
sion as, to privately-owried lines),
which bill failed of consideration
iii the Senate at that session. During
the 1918 session, the flouse and Senx-
ate failedi t agiree as to amendments
to the consolidation and revision of

the proposed maniagemnent of the
Canadian Northiernt System, the
stocwk of which is no\\ owned by the
Domiînion Government. Should this
action be taken, and should the
greatly enlarged Government Rail-
WaVys System be mnade subject to
t he jutrisdiction of the Board of
Raiilwv Commissioners, as the Can-
adian N orthern, Grand Trunk and
Grand Trunk Pacifie are now subject;
the question of lire protection would
auitoia t icallyv become solved, through
the application, to what now com-
prises the Governiment Riilways Svs-
teim, of the samne regulations wh'Ichi
are now applicable to the other hines
over which the Board now has

Provinciallyj Chu rtered Railvagqs
Fire1- protection uponl provincîally

chartered railways has very largely
Ceased to be a serious problemi,
exeept i thie province of Alberta.
1-lere wehave the Alberta Great
Waterways and the Canada Cent ral
railways, still in the construction stage
and aggregatiug some 350 miles of
track. The Dominion, Government.
has rio jurisdiction over such rail-
wa ' s, except as bu uines ini forest
r'eserves, and there is no provision in
the provincial legislation for the
enforced adop)tion of preventive meas-
uires. Consequently, the Dominion
Forestry Branch is left to take wa
nmeastures il sees lit, at ils own ex-
pense, supplemented by whatever
action the Compames may sec lit to
take voluntarily. The Commission
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