
his finit brotlierly reception iii old France, and lie was perliaps the
only Canadian wlio Iiid dieu recei\-ed sticli a public tribute. Wliat

lie said there I no longer kiio\%-, but wliat I (Io know is that, \\,lien
lie took Iiis seat, all the.se liard-headed men of btisiness-, these cold

plittocrats, tliese iiiilliotiaires, wcre profoulidly inoved, and declared
that since tliey lind lieard the great Frencli orators, front Lacordaire

to Gambetta, they for the first tiiiie werc equally impressed by the
oratory of another.

Humait eloquence will probably iie\,er surpass Mr. Cliapleati's
speech at the fête St. Jean Baptiste of '884, and .111 contemporary

narrators rccollect the thrill whicli went througli the audience,
wlicii, Nvitli inspired eye and I)ro\\- enwrapped Nvitli a veritable halo,
Iiis voice qtii\-eriti,- witli eniotion, ?%fr. Chapleau pronotinced that

iiieinorable discourse. He lias liad so niany oratorical tritiniplis
that it is difficult to discriminate as to tlieir value. Froin Iiiiii the

public lias licard iiiasterpicces exteiiiporised iii a couple of minutes,
as well as models of academic eloquence, whicli, literally and %vith-
out figtire, enrapttired his liearers. The extraordinary sticcess of
Iiis speech at 'roronto, at the banquet tendered to Sir joliii
Macdonald in Deceniber, 1,SS4, has becoine a tradition iii Ontario.
As a niodel of parlianientary eloquence, 1 know liothing more
strik-iii- than the peroration of Iiis great speech on the sale of the

M. 0. 8-- C). Railway in 1882 in the Leý-islziti\-e Assenibly of
Quebec. Wlio could liave thouglit tliat, after ait elaborate effort of
fourteen or fifteen liours, lie could li.i\re kept vigour eiloit-Il to draw

a -word picture so perfectly designed as tliat whicli, on the spur
of the moment, lie made of politièal adveilturers.

INIr. Chapleau is of Frencli-Canadian birtli. His father, the late
.NI. Pierre Chapleau, was one of the iiiost admirable types of our
race. Six feet tall, well. made, of a cominanding presence, lie

inspired respect as inueli by Iiis upriglitiiess of character, his
exceeding sense of lionour, Iiis scrupulotis integrity, as by his noble
aspect. Witliotit education, a niasonry contractor by trade, lie
would liave been quite at home iii a gatliering of men distinguislied

eitlier in Socicty or Letters. Needless to say liow strong was the
affection of sucli a child for sucli a fiather. Iii a model of eloquence,
of tliat eloquence of the lieart felt alike by liearer and reader, the


