
THE EDUCATION OF GIRLS. Il

burden of supporting ill-ordered and spendthrift iouseholds. Mothers some-

times retain teo tenaciously the reiis of doniestic goverinient if they would

devolve soime cof tliir duities on their grown-up daiughters, it would prove

ben ·ial to both. A few errors miust bu overlooked at first ; a few failures in

mar e iag, a foolislh investient now and tien in shopping, must be expected,
and ieerfully nidured. but a little practice sooi enalies the tyro to choose

a iurciase with almost the success of lier elders, while lier mother has the

laiippy consciousness tiat whlen the time comes for them to part, it is not as

an inexperinced child she sends her away to larn lier lesson iu bitternesa

and alone, but lopeful and confideit of the future.

It now renains for us to enqire wliat are the best means witiiin our reach

of providing this edlucation for our daughters. Many persons, who estimate

education highly, entertain a deep-rooted distrust, if not an aversion to

scIhools. Mî ch coild be suid on both sides of the question ; and arguments in

favour of lihome training, or school discipline, cau be furniseld in abundance

by the advocates for eitlier systen : tlieoretic-ally, I tiink, perIps the admirera

of home educaion haiv the best of it ; but I believe tlc discipiline of schools

to liavc been crown d witi the niost practical success.

It is a beautiful picture tliat of a young girl reared in the pure atmosphere

of the doeustic circle, accus med to live in the sunsiinue of parental love

to hear nothing but th - el conversation of lier motier's select society, no
reproof sve ian her gentle admonitions, no %vord or sentiment but ap-

proved i ier icianious censor.hip. With an amiable disposition, fair talents,
and iitellectual and refined parents, one can iiagine a. Im girl bred np to

womanhood in artless ignorance of all tliat is wiiked and deceitfîul in the

wor!d, a uharmiing study for those who arc versed i s wiles, a creature to

love and clerisli, to watchi and guide. This were well if sucih care were sure

to b liers always ; if lier duty in life were siiiily to follow somebody's lead ;

to listen and oby : but since the most highly favored in circunstances cannot

secuîre a future made to order for the most precious of children, surely the

olject of elucation shoiuld be, not nerely to produce a type of character that

is fatsciiating and loveable, but also to supply a knowledge of life as it is and

of human nature as e find it ; tiat will not leave lionest principles and

religious teauhings at the merîy of the first assaults of tenptation. Many and

fatal are the errors coiiimitted througi ignorance ; quite as fatal, and quite as

nany as tiosu conmnmitted il iifully. The maiden that has never had an oppor-

tuiity of couipariuig lier mntal and moral qualifications witi those of othiers,
it sure to enter lifu with false views, is likcly to mistake specious vice for

genuine virtue, and could never detect the gloss of superficial clegance from

real worth. It nigit bu asked, "Hoe is this experience to be gained at

school?" I would answer, tiat wisdom consists very nuch in forming a pro-

per estimate of self, considercd both absolutcly and relatively, and in the

power of applying tliat knowledge with discrimination to the various posi-

tions in which we may bu placed ; and that a school, from its very constitution,

its numbers, and mixed cliara<ter, affords a btter opportunity for attaining the


