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Pharmacy in England.

Tho Research Laboratory Squubble -Freund and
Dunstan on Acomtine—Ur. Willlams® Pink
Plils — Allen & _ Hanburys' Anti.cutting
Scheme — Drug Stores Amalgamate Coca
Wine aad Petroleum Emulslon,

tFrom Our Own Correspundent.)

Reference was made last manth to the
unfortunate squabble which is now going
on over the aconite research conducied
by the Research laboratory ot the Pharma
ceutical Society. Matters since then have
assumed an acute stage, and no one can
furccast what the unshot will be.  Briefly
stated, the affair arose through a com
ment in the official review ot the year,
prblished in the Pharmacentical fournal,
an. wgh Professer Dunstan regards tue
action of that journal as having been
antagonistic for some time.  The editon
warmly repudiated the insinuation, and
demanded an apology, which the Research
committee at one stage of its procecdings
was quite prepared to accord him.  Now
they are reported to have unanimously
passed a seport in favor of Professor
Dunstan’s claims, and the apologizing is
expected from the other side. The whole
affair is unquestionably lamentable, and
it hardly appears possible, from the acri-
mony imported into the discussion, that
any anutually satisfactory understanding
can result.  The resignation of cither Dr.
Paul, the cditor of the Pharmaceutical
Journal, or Yrofessor Dunstan, would be
a most unfortunate close to an incident
that should never have occurred, and
which a litie reasonable action of the
committee would have prevented.

Quite apart from this regretful disagree-
ment, Professor Dunstan  has to mecet
some severe criticisms from Dr. Martin
Freund, who, having repeated some of
Dunstan’s work on aconitine, has arrived
at different results.  Freund has obtained
totally different numbers in the combus.
tion of acomtine, and has identfied
Dunstan’s isaconitine with a product of
the hydroiysis of aconitine. Freund's
work on hydrastine is well known, and
his determination to continue the aconi-
tine research will be productive of inter
esting results to all who destre to see the
answer to a complex question. The abili-
ties of the two investigators are unques-
tioned, and the duel wili be intenily
watched by chemists and pharmacists.
The constitution of alkaloids is a subject
of decpest interest, and allows 10om for
any amount of speculative imagination.
For over four years the Research labora
tory of the Pharmaccutical Society have
devoted their-best energics 1o cleanng
up the uncertainty which surrounded
the aconite alkaloids. It will, indeed, be
disappomting if the greater part of the
evidence produced during the mvestiga.
tion should be called i question and
proved to be incorrect. At any rate, as
Professor Brauner, the cmment chenust
of Praguec University, rematked to the
London Chemical Socicty this week, *“ It
is better to acknowledge one’s crror than
have it proved by some one cise.” Hold-

ing this view, we are bearing with equani
mity the corrections in his own work that
Professor Dunstan has simice made,

‘The proprictor of Dr. Willis' Pink
Pills is pushing the sale by very eatensive
advertising in England just now.  Some
marvelions testimonials are reproduced,
and the pills are claimed to cure laco-
motor ataxy, scrofula, and other almost
incurable diseases.  “Fhe clann that these
pills are not a patent mediane s hardly
faur, for, although hiterally true, it has been
the custom for many years to class all
these proprictaries as patent medanes,
and the public sull regard them so.  In
deed, one of the poiuts upon which most
reliance was laid, when the Pharmacen-
ucal Society commenced s ciusade
against the unquabficd scllers of these
so-called patent medicines, was that by
long custom they had become regarded
as patents, and were therefore entutled to
the exemption made in favor of patem
medicines in the Act.  As the readers of
the CaNamaN DrUGGIST are aware, tlus
argument was not successful in the law
courts when proprictarnies containing poi-
sons were concerned.

Messrs. Allen & Hanburys, Luned, of
Plough Court, have joined the anui-cut-
ting league by demanding a signed guar-
antee that their preparations shatl not be
sold below the nunimum prices which
they have speafied.  This ounly applies
to their wellknown speciaities, such as
their mfants” food, bynin (extract of mahy),
bynol (extract with cod liver oil), etc.
Whilst giving Messrs. Allen & Hanbunys
credit for the best intentions, there s
nothing very striking about the scheme.
Chenusts can hardly be supposed to way
enthusiastic over a schume that pracu
cally sanctions the selling of a g2-cent
bottle of bhymn at a minimum retail price
of 35 cents, of which the whelesale price
1s 32 cents, or even their popular food,
which 15 supposed to retad at 23 cents,
and for which they have settled a mam
mum cutting price of 19 cents, the whule
sale price heing 1S cems.  ‘There 1s no
doubt that the adhesion of such an old-
established nrm to the pnnciple that at s
wise 10 do somcthing to prevent unrea
sonable and rumnous competitiun amongst
traders  will have more bhencfiaal effect
than the mere value of their scheme, Al
these mcthods of protecting the trade
have the serious drawback of anflicting
extra clenical work and hampenng fona
Side business transactions amongst all
concemed.  Were it not for ttus there
would be far more wholesalers joining in
the movement. and something hke suc
cess, 1 the objects desired, would he
attained.

It is a sigmficant fact that four of the
large drug store proprictors in London
have joined hands and invited the co-op-
cration of the public in running thar
businesses.  These four vendors are the
proprictors of sume cleven stores, five of
which have been opened during the Iast
four years. The prnice for the whole has
been fixed at £,63,900, of which _£33,900
is to be in cash and the remamder in

shages.  This amount wcludes the Jeases
of the vanous shops. fistures, and stock,
The profit duting the past thiee years
average abomt 47,000 on a tummover of
about £ qy0vo. I this sate of profit
should be mamtained, and the ducctors
confidently anticipate an ncrease, 1t will
be sutficient to pay 6 per cent. on the
preference and 10 per cent. on the ord
nary shares. It 1s sumored that some of
the shares have already Lo dealt sl
at unie gquarter pransum, but thoe o a
clause i the prospectus which financiers
regard as ugly. 1t stpulated that soc
duferted shases of 201 cach gtahen wholly
by the vendurs) are to be ennitled to half
the profits after 10 per cent. has heen
paid on the ordinary shares.  T'his means
that «f the profit, after 10 per cent. has

been pard, should be 42,000, 1,000
would be dmided amung the ordmacy
sbarcholders, and would give them an
extra 1l per cent. The remanng
A£1,000 would 20 to the defersed, giving
them 5,000 per cent. uiterest | This as
truly an cquitable prece of drug store
subtlety.

After the influenza 1s the harvest ume
fur tomie wines and general pack sne ups.
Coca wine s daily groming - populanty
i this country, although care has to be
exeraised that the wine contuns a suffi
ciendy of the drug or the revenue authon
ties object.  The method of mining the
fluid catract of coca with an ordinary 1ed
wine is frequently productive of an almaost
inest and  alkalowd-free  product.  The
tanmmn i the wine preapnates the alka
loid and fiitrativn remores the prewpiate,
and also a good deal of the color of the
wime.  This may be pantly provented by
detannating the wine first with gelatne,
m the proportion of half a dmachm of
gelatine to a pint of wme. ‘The wmne,
after clanfication, usually  preupuates
resinous matter on the addition of the
coca, owing 10 the aad present, but there
1s no fear of preapitating alkalod.  Cod
liver il cmubsion, syrup of the by puphios
phites, cte,, all have ther advocates, and
cach chemist should be prepared wah a
mice staple atide. Petroleum emulsion,
made with the odutless and  tastelesy
petroleun o, wath hypopbiosglites, has
heen mute popuiar thas wanter, and of ot
has any cificacy s certamly much less
nauscous than cod liver o, Chical
opunons so far appear disided, but per
haps not much more than they usually
are.

The cod hver ail seare, conmung as 1
did at nearly the ad of the season,
caused a good deal of cummotion. Many
firus had nnt thar stocks low, and as
cach week the hivers were reported wom
Nutnay to be “caner than cves, aand prices
went Lp, things began o looh black,
Many chemsts afi over the wountry have
contracts to supply drugs, cte., o the local
Lospitals or unions, and thuse who had
ne stocks left were o a tight corner.
But already the scare is over and prices
are falling mapidly,  Apart from the fac
that coansiderable stocks of 1Sys ol
cxisted in Londen aad Hawmburg, the



