
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

Pharmacy in England.

Tho Research Laboratory Squabble -Freund and
Dunstan on Aconstine-Ur. Will!arns' Pink
Plls-Allen & ltanburys' Anti-cutting
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tFeom, Our O-n coirregWnden.)

Reference was made last minnith to the
intfortuiate squabble which is now going
tn over the aconite rescarch conduccd
h the Research laboratory ol the Pharia
ceutical Sicicy. Matters since then have
assumed an acute stage, and no one cati
furecast what the tusshot wîlI be. lBriefly
stated, the affair arose through a coin
ment in the offlicial review os the year,
published in the /zarmacutica/fourna,
air. tugl Professor l)unstan regards tie
action of that journal as having been
antagonistic for some time. The editu
warnly repudiated the insinuat:on, and
deinanded an apology, which the Research
conmittee at one stage of its procecdings
was quite prepared to accord imii. Noir
thcy are reported to have unaninutisly
passed a report in favor of Professor
Dunstan's claims, and the apîologizing is
expected froni the other side. The whole
affair is unquestionably lamentable, and
it htardly appears possible, froi the acri.
monv imported into the discussion, that
any mnutually satisfactory understanding
can resuIlt. *rte resignation of cither Dr.
Paul, the editor of the Parmarruti rai

fournal, or Professor Dunstan, would be
a niost unfortunate close to an incident
that should never have occurred, and
which a little reasonable action of the
comnmittee would have prevented.

Quite apart from this regretful disagree-
ment, Professor Dunstan bas to meet
some severe criticisms front Dr. Martin
Freund, who, having repeated sone of
Dunstan's work on aconitine, has arrived
at different resuhs. Freund has obtained
totally different nuibers in the conus-
tion of aconitine, and lias identified
Dunstan's isaconitine with a product of
the hydroiysis of aconitine. Freund's
work on hydrastine is well known, ard
bis detcermination to continue the aconi-
tine research will ie productive of inter
estng results to all who destre to sec the
answer to a complex question. The abili-
tics of the two investigators are unques.
tioned, and the duel will lie intently
watched by chcmists and pharnacists.
The constitution of alkaloids is a subject
of dccpest interest, and allows :oom for
any amount of speculative, imagination.
For over four ycars the Research labora
tory of the Iharmaceutitcail Society have
devoted their -best cncrgies ta clcaring
tit the uncertainty which surrounded
the aconite alkaloids. It will, indeed, lie
disappoiting if the greater part of the
cvidence produced during the ivestiga
lion should bc called mn question and
proved to be incorrect. At any rate, as
Professor Brauner, tihi emment chemist
of Prague University, renarkced to the
l.ondon Chemical Society this week, " Il
is better to acknowledge one's error than
have il proved by same one clse." Hold-

ing this view, we are bearing with equani
mtity the correctionis in his ownt work that
Professor Duistatt lias since made.

The proprietor of Dr. Williams' lPimk
iills is pîushmiiig the sale ly îcry exitnive
advertisiig in Eniîgland just nlow. Somte
marvelloius testimionials arc reproduced.
and the pills are clained to cure loco.
inotor ataxy, scrofula. and other aitost
incurable diseases. The claim that these
pils are tiot a patent iiedine is hardi>
fair, for, althougi literally truc, it ha-, leen
the custoi for mnanly years to class ail
thtese protrictaries as paient mettdisImîel.,
and the public stilt regard thei su. ln
deed, one of the points upon which iiost
reliance was laid, whien the Pharmiaceu.
tîcal Society commîîîenced ils cussade
against the iiqualfiied sellers of thtese
so.called patent imelicines, was that by
long custon tley iad becoie regarced
as patents, and were therefore ent:tiled to
the exemption iade in favor of patent
inedicines in the Act. As tit readers of
the Cax )iusa Da.sr are aware, clits
argument was not stccessful in the law
courts when proprietaries containing poi-
sons were concerned.

Messrs. Allen & llanhurys, Linmted, of
Plough Court, have joined the ani-cut.
tiing league by detandiig a signed guar-
antee Ilta their preparations shal iot he
sold below the minimum iiprîces vhtich
lthey have sp)ecified. This unly apphles
to thieir weil-knowi specialties, sucli as
thcir imfats' food, bynii textract of mal),
bynol (extract with Cod liver oi), etc.
Whilst giving Messrs. Allen & Haiburys
credît for the best tncitons, there is
ntotihng very striking about lte schteie.
Chenists can hardly be stippbosed to wax
enthusiastic over a scieine that lrani
cailly sanctions the selling of a 4:2-cCIt
botle of h)yIntt at a minimum retail price
of 35 cents, of which the whltesalprice
is 32 cents. or even iteir popular tood.
which is supîposed to retaîl ai 24 cents,
and for which iey have settled a iit
mu cutting prce of i9 cents, hie whole
sale price being IS cents. There is lin
doubt that the adhtesior. of such an old-
cstablished nrm to the pnncple that it is
wise ta do soiething lo prevent untlreaî
sonable and rumnous coitpettun amongst
traders wdli have more bciiuikial cfTect
than the miere value of ilicir sciete. All
tIhese mîethods of protecting the trade
have the serous drawback of mnflicting
extra ciencal work anid hanpertg /oea
file business transactions inîoingst all
conccrned. Were it not for titis tiere
would bc fia more wliolesalers joining i
the novement. and soniething lke sue
cess, in the objects desired, would lie
attained.

Il is a sigmtificantu fact tuat four Of tL.L
large drug store proprictors in London
have joined hands and invited the co-op-
eraltion of the public in rTunning ieir
Itsinesses. Tliese four vendors are the
proprietors of sone elecven stores, five of
which have been opîened during the last
four years. The pnce for the whole lias
b«en fixed at £65,9oo, of whch 4 3 3 ,9 0o
is to be in cash and the remnainder in

shares. This attiounit meiludes tihte Ieases
of the varouis shtois. fistries, and sto k.
The profit duinig the past thice years
aterageabouittt y.000 on a ttttote of
about ý iy,ouo. If titis tate if 1,rutit
should lie iîamtt:itied. and the ildectors
confidently antteipate ain iierease, ti ill
be suflicient to pay 6 per cent. on the
preference aild io lier cent. on thge ordt
ntary shares. It is rumiored thtat sotte of
tit sliar;.a h.t at.id s b14 d'h ata
.at u1. qu1tt.r îr.mitîn, llt tierer a a
clause tm the lruospîectuts whiclt financiers
r.gard as til>). It is stipultid thai
dletr.d shares of £: caIh îtaken whully
bi tei endrs) ir t.) l tictled tIo hlf
tihe pofits after :o per celt. lias bcen
pa:d oit tIthe ordmlary shtares. This ineains
that gr the profit, after 10 lier cent. lias
been pauil, sihould be £2,000. 1.000
wuuld be t inldgd lunthe oiudmar
sarehoalers, atnd utti ge theum ait
e.tra il ler cent. The remaiiiiig
£î,ooo wîould go to the deferred, givmiig

themi f.ooo per cent. ttcrCest Luis îs

trul) ait etilitabhlie iece of dtrug store
subtlcty.

.\fiter the influenza is tIhe harvest lune
fur tont wiies adti geeiral pîî.k :ne uips.
Cua i ite ab daîl> gun îîî 1og Im paopuîîl.muît)
mt this country, abiuiouglh care lias to be
exercised that the. wime cntams a siffi
ciei.y of the drug or thi. rehenue authorm
tics object. The miethod of mmttstîg tite
fluid Cstract of coca wilt an ordmnary îed
Vie is frequentl piroductie of an abnts
iiit and aikalod-lfree prodti'. elie
tannin tIh wine preciales the aika
loid and fitratuit relutes the iprcep te,
and also a good deal of the color of tlte
wmlîe. This nt.as be parti lpre sented by
detatmnating tIte nint firNtnit gelatime,
in the proportion of ialf a dnacimii of
gelatine to a ipint of wine. The wmeti,
after clantmation, usuallypreupttates
resmtous iiatter ont tlhe atldtsonl of tie
coca, onirng 10 the auid iresentt. lut ther:
is no fcar of prcpitatug .lkaloiid. Cod
l;Cr oil eiuision. sr mui titi. lby IPuIphus
iiites, ctc., ail iate tieir ad% cates, and

each clemii:st shtoulti li prepared n%1t1hi a
mce stapIe artcl. Petrolcim emtulsunt,
madte with the >doirless and tasteess
pîetrulcntuî ail, n-.thî i.pphs.l.tes, has
bieeint mtre opuit)laî.lr tihis nmitîer, .18nd 1 if it
lias any eilicacy is ccrtaimtl> mutci less
nauscous tihan cod liver ail. Chiumtcal
opitmons so fai appicar dîaidedi, but lier

haps no it uch mor thanil thlt. usuaj.ll'
are.

lhe cod hvcr lil scare, commtg as it
did at nCary the tt-1 if tit: sao,
r..auîsed a .good dral iiof .uittl:unt. Nlan
finiis iad nu tictr stuoks libn'. and as
aci wek ilth livers were reported tromtt

Nona> tu lic ' 1t.r than ch,:..md pai.îr.c
went &.1p. tin;gs iegat tj luos black.
Mati clts.hens all e tIli. tuunttr have
contracts to suply drugs. cm-, o the ti l
hospitals or tinsii%, and titse wlo ltad
nt stoio left urc it a taght corner.
ut already the scare is over and prces

are falling rapidl%. Apar frum tlte fact
tthat considerabic stocls of S94 oil
existed in London and i laniburg, the


