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dehvery are connected with slonghing of the parts, which ma
either have been injured in the act of delivery, or become tainte
by the presence of a putrid portion of the placenta." The phen
omena of floodings'beimg thus shown to be identical with those o
henorrhages from wounded arteries, the sanie plan of treatmen
is cleàrly identical in both cases. Floodings, then, are to be treat
ed.by exposure to cool air, by cold applications to the parts, or, i
need be, by cooling injections into the uterus and vagina; by clie
vated position of the pelvis, and moderate doses of opium. I
arterial blood flow rapidly and contnously, an examinatior
should be made, and if a wounded artery is detected,~it siould b
secured by tie usual surgical means.t-London Medical Gazette

ON THE ACTION OF GALVANISMI ON THE UTERUS
DURING LABOR.

By Paorssson SIMSsoN.
Tie general resulte obtained from the cnployment.of galvan

issu, lu the eight cases wlhich I have detailed, may be sunmaril y
etated as follows:

In one instance (Case 2,) the pains were more frequent in their
recurrence, but shorter in their duration during the application o
the galvanism. In fiveother cases (Cases 1, 3, 4, 6, and 7,) the
employment of the galvanismn heither increased the average fre-
quency of the pains, nor thsciraverage duration. In one (Case 5)
the pains ceased whiist the galvanism was applied, and returned
upon its remnoval., In the meqtance: which I have last detailed
(Case 8,) tie uterïne. action ceased while thé galvanism ivas ap-
plicd, and did not return upoi the vithdrawal of thé galvanic
action, nor fob- 24 hours subscquently. There was no reason
whatever at tie line to expect thià'as a probable occurrence, in.
dependently of the galvànismn. But even admiitting. for the sake
of argument, that the cessation of tie uterine action was not the
result of the galvanie influence used, still the fact is amply suffli.
cient to show that the galvanic current had not, at least, the povei-
cither of inscreasing the pains, or even of continuing and maintain.
ing then. wheri they offered to fiail. It may be proper to add,
that during the galvaic action, mu none of the experiments did
Dr. Barry or I find, lu the intervals between the conic utermue
contractions or pains, any evidence whatever of unusual tonc
contraction of the uterus, as siown cither by any degrec of hard.
ness in the general uterina tuinour, or by any degrce of tension,
iu the pressure of tie ba« of membranes, or the child's- head
against the cervix uteri. b o t cisild's head

It would be hasty and logically incorrect to deduce from tise
preceding observations, that under no modification,' and under. no
mannerof application does galvaniem possess the power df directly
exciting or nereasimg the contractile action of the uterus. Forns
or ngethod o empsoying it say yet possibly be detccted or devised
afl'oriug a dliffèrent resisit. -Bust If believe 1 ansi jusUhiec in iii îser-
ring fron the preceding-inquiry, that as employed at the present
time, and in its present mode, it is not a neans which can< be in
any'degrec relied upon for the purpose in question ; and is SO far
practically and eitireiv useless as a stimulant to the parturicnt
action of theuterus.-Ed. Modthl Jour. Med. Science.

SURGERY,

ON THE ECTROT£C OR ABORTIVE TREATMENT
(IF GONORRHŒA.

Remarks on itsteatnrr ent by Nitrate of Silver. By Charles
D. ARNoTr, M.R.C.S.E., Gorleston.

Thatgonorrhsea is frequently productive of annoyance, as
well to the practitioner as the patient, is a general admis-
sion. Oftenobstinate of cure, the surgeon ls baffled, andthe patient.Wearied anddisgusted. Tiese remarks apply-to
the simple'auid tincoiiplicated form of tihe disease,anytreat-
niient of 'which, promising speed and efficiencyin operation,
and probable immunity from nucà severe suffering, demands
attention.

Gonorrhoea is.-doubtless, a true urethritis of a snecific
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y nature, and by attentive observation may be trace through
d ail the successive stages of thue inflammatory procss, with
- as comylete precision as nay the vaccine vesicle or any
f other well-marked illustration of this pathologica, lheno-
t menon. The poison, for a series of days, varying n liffer-
~ ent cases; appears to be inert) until at length a dgtee of

vascular excitement sepervenes. This comprises te leriod
r of incubation. With vascular excitement, or simule tur-

gescence, in the case ofsecerning organs and surfacet cies
tenporary exaltation of .heir, normal fonction ; [so in the

. urethra an indrdinate amount of mucus is secreted duing
this stage of the process. 'The exciting cause, howeer,
reiaining unabated, the action advàices ; the vesseh of
the part beooe more congested, and there begîns to be eot
only siniple exaltation of normal function, but perversconof
it, and, last of ail, succeeds true inflammation, with toIl
arrest of ail natural secretion, and the formation and exeru-
tion of true . pus-the peculiar prod uct of inflammatio.'
The action having progressed thus far, gonorrhoea is fair"
estabhlshed.

f Theoretically, we know that the action having attained
the true inflammatory crisis, a speedy restoration to quies-
cence, or simple' and complete resolution, cannot occur,
either by -nature's operation, or by artificial solicitation ;
whilst, on the other band, within this point, the tiue inflain-
matory acme, we are enabled, in the majority of cases, to
effect a speedy and satisfactory subsidence of the pervert-
ed 'vascular action. , These facts intimately bear on
the subject of this discussion-tle ectrotic treatment of
gonorrhea.

Cases of simple inflammation, inits early stages, admit,
for the most part, of complete subjugation by the continu-'
ous use of cold, which appears to exert a powerfully seda-
tive or depressing effect on both the nervous and the vascu-;'
far systems of the part to which it is applied.' But in casés
of specific inflammation-such for example, as those pro-
duced by the application of a poison, cold seens td be often
altogether nert ; it seems t possess. little or no power ia
artesting' that zymotic process on which such inflammations
seem su great part, to depend.,

Tie nitrate of silver, 1 am disposed to believe,, enjoys
the double privilege of efficacy in Doth classes of cases. Thel'
endermoid application of this:salt speedily subdues-erythe-
ma occurring ors any part of the surfaceaand simple cases
of paronchia, 'wherd the inflammation is superficial, tiriely
treated witti it, appear to be completely under its control.
The imitiatory -stagesof chilblain are reduced by it more ef-
fectually than by any.other modd of treatment, and it arrests
many affections of a similar nature with equal certainty,
Similar e.ieéts are observe? to follow its- employment: in
cases 'ofa specific character, as the stings of gnats,, becs,
wasps, &c.; and the undoubted service it bas rendered iss'
the iands of Mr. Youatt, in the' most severe form of
poisoned Wound we observe in this co.ubtry--the bite df'
rabid animals-tends to prove, that in addition tà its se-
dative quality, it lias the power of effecting 'a decordposi-
tio.or neutralizafion of the virus, or a complete arrest of'
the·zymosis, by:which the poison,,in thsese cases, is multi-
plied in'the syslesu.

''wenipinýloyment of nitrate of silver in the early stages
cf gonorrf& e will, I also believe, prove iighly serviceable,
due regard being paid to the selection of cases is which
trial of! itis to be made. liave observed its operation on
four occasions of distinci and undoubted clap, upon ail 'f
vhich, the success attending' its 'use was perfect. 'Oneo
these was a lirst attacl, open to objection on the ground;of
error in diagnosis, but so wel marked in circumstantial evi-
dence, as.vell as symptoms, as scarcely -tobe mistaken*,
two others were second attacks, thus less liable t6 f'ialcNey;
and the renaining onea fifth attaok, in which (to use the
expressive language of the patient biaiself, t an old stager;
in allqsign lo the ezisting ardor urinae) 'the red-hot, sihe


