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international diplomacy, wcre the irreconcilable and unchangeable
deternations oi the Spanish and American peoples.

ro the President, Mr. -Mc K iy crelt ha; be gner-_
ally given, both tin the United States and abroad, for having en-
deavaured ta observe faithfully the high and terrible responsibili-
ties ai hi; office. Y iully believe that he had every desire ta avoid
hostilities; or at least to watt an obviously just occasion on hi;
country's behaif, a.nd a favourable moment, aiter its preparations
were cotnplete.

It is, in the opinion af many, the mnisiortune ai the UYnited
States Constitution 'that, while it exaits the Presidency into the
suprenie atm ai ambitious chivalry, it does ziot endow the succes%-
fui occupant with the necessary full powers to enabie him ta credit-
ably discharge hi& responsibilities ta the nation. Alike ini respect
ta the internai policy ta which he commit; himself in hi; candi-
dature, and in the conduct ai ioreign relations, he is at the mercy
of hostile factions and prospective rivais ini the twa Houses, with-
out whose 'roncurrence he can do scarceiy any important act.

The moderating disposition which mnany Presîdents have e.-
hibited in tinies of popular excitenient, emphasizes a very great
political fact; that concentration of responsibility, by the in-
clivîdualization af autharity, t; the best hope ai good government
undér aur representative systems. We have often seeni the papu-
lar choice flU upon a mere party leader, flot previously distiii-
guished froni his fellows, either by moderation ai views or by any
promise of statesmanlike insight. Yet the sanie inan, promnoted
to a position where the decision ai great issues is cast upon his
single head, is seen ta rise unexpectedly ta th-e duties of the occa-
sion. The niantie ai kings seems t a lu upon the individual who
t; called upan ta exercise the office ai kings. Hi; vision la flot
always bounded by the November elections or the next Presider.kýal
canipatgn. Hi; conscience takes the care ai a nation in its
keecping. That great ever-living Corporation becomes a guiding
presence at his side; and he t; able ta hear the caini applause af
history and the renate gratitude ai future generations, above the
roar ai mobs, and the tuniulttnous passions and interests af the
day.

The meastire ai individual po'wer entrusted ta the President
t; daily doing honour ta the Fathers ai the U3nited States Consti-
tution. That hi; powers were not made mare explicit and com-


