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Christ to whiehi tiiese verses undoubtecUy allude. And that it only
needs a riglit apprehexision of the event alltidod to, and a literai
interpretation of the -%vords wvhich, mako the allusion, to brin- out. a
mcanilxg higlily useful and triy wvorthy of boing connectod with
one of the tw~o sacraments of thc Christian Clitrcli. And oireover
that wvlxen tijus obviotisly applied and literally interpretcd, these, oft-
quoted wvords do ixot furîxish even an allusion to immersion as a
mode of baptism, but on the other biand present the stroxngest
grounds and reasons for adopting a different mode.

The Apostie introduces these verses to convey an argument whiy
baptised persons should not 'l<continue iii sin," (ver. 1,) And this
argument lies in tlie fact that their baptism was a Ilbaptism into
deatb,"1 (ver. 4,) Il into his,"1 i. e. Jesus Christ's Ildoath," (ver. 3.)
WVliat doos lio mean by baptism iîîto death ? It is indispensably
îîecessary to uinderstand titis definitely. As a guide to the moeaning'
whichi the Apostie bore connects with the terin death, it is important
to observe that lie evidentIy means a death of man's that is "lin the
likeness of Christ's death,11 a death that Christ hiraseif did undergo.
It is important to observe also that hoe obviously asserts that Jesus
what death was Christ himself baptised ? 2nd. Whiere was Christ
baptised into death ? And 8rd. How vas Christ baptised into
death ?

Ist. Iiute whiat death Nvas Christ baptised. As the death whiatever
it be is piainly one that is iu somo sense common to Christ and liis
fa.ithiful followters, for this reason it cannot here mean spiritual. death
to dopravity. Suich a death could not be common to both, because
Christ nover died in this ,;ense, and lie wvas neyer raised from, suci a
death as this. It would bie blasphem3' to assort that titis -%vas the
character of Il is death," or of bis restirroction. And as such a
death canot bc bis death it canuot be the death. that is represented.
;us common to hlm and to lis followers. And we may add that as
the death and resurreetion liere spoken of cannot mean a spiritual
dcathi to depravity and a new birth to holiness, these verses do not
teach the dogma of baptismal regeneration. But those who assume
that the death loto connected with baptism in man'!s case is moral
deathi to dopravity, must, as the, lecritiinate consequence of snch an
assumption, admit thiat in that case these verses do teach baptismal
regoeneration, i. e. rogeneration by a ceremony performed by a fellow
man. And with titis must be admitteà the necessity for hurnan
rnediators, and ail thc test of Popery which follows in the train of
this admission.


