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WHAT CONSTITUTES A VALID MARRIAOE?

ln a case rccently decided by the Supreme Court of Minnesta-
In re esta<e of N. .Hulett, Mlitchiell, J., expresscd himself as followks_
as to what conistitute8 a valid marriage:

The respondent had been foi- a long timne prier te the execu-
tion of the marriage contract, in the employ ment of Hulett as
housekeeper, at bis far-m at Stoey Point, some miles out of the
city of IDuluth. lier testimeny is that immcdiately after the
execution of this centract she moved into his reom, and that
frein hcnccforth until his deatb they occupied the samne sleeping
apartrnent, and cobabited together as husbar'd and wife. But
she admits that it was agreed between them that their marringe
was te be kept secret until they could moe into Duluth uiid go
te heusckceping, in a heuse which Hulett owncd in that cily.
While a feeble effort wvas made te prove that their marital rela-
tion hud become known te one or two peisons, yet we consider
the evidence conclutive that their marriage contract was kept
secret; that they neyer publicly assumed marital relations or
held ithemselves eut te the public as husband and wifeé, but, on the
centraiy, conducted themseives se as te leave the public under
the impression that their former relations of employer and
heusekeeper remained unchanged. Upon this state ef fluets the
contention of the appellants is that there was ne marriage, net-
withstanding the executien by tbem ef the written centract; that
in order te constitute a valid common-law marriage the centract,
although i verba de presenti, must be fellowed by habit or reputa-
tien of» marriago. that is, as we understand counsel, by the public
assumptien of marital relations.

We do net so undcrstand the law. The law views marriage as
being merely a civil centract, iiet differing he-m any ether con-
tract, except that it is net revocable or dissoluble at the will of
the parties. Tfhe essence of the contract of marriage is the con-
sent of the parties, as in the case of any other centract, and
whenever there is a present perfect consent te bc husband anid
wite the contract of inarriage is cempleted. The autherities arc
practically unanimeus te this efleet. iMarriage is a civil centract
J .IV geiitiuim te the validity efwhich the consent of parties able
te contruct is aIl that is required by natural or public law. If
the contraet, is mna(e per. rerba, de pr~n~and remnains without
cohabitation, or if made 1er verba dle fatiuro and be follewed by


